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Vote ‘Yes’ – we
will not stand for
years of pay cuts

E CONTINUALLY visit branches, testing what we are doing, to avoid
accusations of an ivory tower mentality or of being London-centric.
Naturally, in a fractionalised industry, with the continual carving-up of

the franchise map, ‘one size fits all’ policies are difficult to deliver but aspiration
cannot – and should not – be tempered but encouraged. 

Our annual assembly of delegates – where we hand the union over to the
membership to criticise, analyse and develop the policies we work to – has just
taken place and we come away invigorated, recharged, and more determined
that, after keeping the country going during the pandemic, to be rewarded with
years of pay cuts and talk of ‘modernisation’ is not what you want or will stand for!

Any company which blames the cuts caused by reduced footfall or its
institutional failures will, if any driver is verbally abused or physically attacked,
come under legal and industrial sanction and will have to demonstrate it cannot
happen again under their duty of care and fiduciary responsibility under health &
safety legislation, especially as we are classified as lone workers.

As for the Scottish and Westminster governments and their ‘politics of
envy’ attacks the same applies – we will not engage in a race to the bottom but
are happy for all the workers they compare us with to have what we have
tomorrow. Let’s hope they have the courage of our convictions! No one has ever
given us anything. We sold flexibility and productivity for everything we have and
the privateers have made millions of pounds since privatisation.

If they want ‘modernisation’ let’s have safe trains, and modern
infrastructure through investment, along with electrification and
decarbonisation, and an integrated transport system that has public transport
and freight at its core. If they want ‘modernisation’ let’s have a reduced driver’s age
and statutory hours legislation for drivers with all your time on duty included in
aggregate driving time – as it is for lorry drivers. Let’s have the crown guarantee –
implied at the time of privatisation – for our pension schemes. Let’s have proper
finance for TfL, with modern legislation for financial support, rather than the
Tories’ disgusting political games gambling with the futures of passengers and
staff and damaging the economy. 

If they want ‘modernisation’ let’s have equalities impact assessments on
every government rail contract so we reflect the society we live in. Let’s have
legislation that reflects the effects of shift work reflected in realistic state
retirement ages for all, not just the railways. Please can we have the full figures of
the savings made on salaries and the deferred wages of rail workers and the full
breakdown of all the bonuses, share options, and monetary gains of directors and
senior managers – as we are entitled to for bargaining purposes. These are not an
exhaustive list of what ‘modernisation’ should include but they are a start…

And, while we’re about it, let’s nail a few lies. The rail industry was not given
a subsidy or bailout as LNER claims. It is under Directly Operated Rail. All the
monies put into the industry – which we welcomed – were the cost of running
the railways during the pandemic. The unsustainable private franchise model was
already collapsing and had to be changed, according to Grant Shapps, hence the
creation of GBR. Other countries, such as Eire and Germany, are slashing fares to
get footfall back but we are cutting services and raising fares. So are the workers
to pay for such incompetence whilst Boris Johnson says he is going ‘to keep the
best of privatisation’? Well, giving productivity whilst the privateers put nothing in
is not going to recover our industry or protect our futures. Only we can do that.

Please, if you are being balloted, vote ‘Yes’ so our voice will be heard in the
corridors of power and throughout the rail industry. Solidarity and unity are
concepts they do not understand. But we do, and they will learn. Please be safe…

Yours in solidarity 
Mick Whelan, general secretary, ASLEF
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Proud to be a member of a trade
union that sees a proper vision for

our railways. @ASLEFunion launch Invest in
Rail at the People’s History Musem in the
northern capital. ASLEF general secretary
@MickWhelanASLEF and so good to see it
supported by mayors @AndyBurnhamGM
@MetroMayorSteve @AMOSASLEFREP

I would like nothing more than to
replace Starmer as Labour leader but

anyone who thinks that him having a beer
with a takeaway curry a week before the
Hartlepool by-election is anything like
what went on in Downing St is deluded.
@ShruggedAslef

‘We will not be nominating ministers
to the executive’ says DUP leader

Jeffrey Donaldson. ‘If we can’t make the
rules up, we’re not playing.’ @FinnBrennan

Fish and vegetables grown near the
old Fukushima nuclear plant in Japan

can be freely sold in Britain after the Food
Standards Agency scrapped a rule on
radioactivity levels in produce. Yet another
of Boris’ Brexit dividends.
@JonathanPieNews

If banning abortion ‘stops abortions’
let’s ban guns and stop violence.

@joncoopertweets
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TWEETS OF THE MONTH

Stylish hand-crafted black soft napa
leather billfold wallet with two bank
note compartments, slots for 11 credit
or membership cards, five multi-
purpose compartments and a pouch
for your spare key. Embossed with the

ASLEF logo on the front. Price £15
(inc p&p). Visit our online
shop at www.aslef.org.uk

Time to invest in rail
HE Shadow Transport
Secretary and two
Labour metro mayors

condemned the chaos caused by
the Tories’ rail privatisation and
called for the public ownership of
Britain’s railways at the official
launch of ASLEF’s Invest in Rail
campaign in the splendid Engine
Hall of the People’s History
Museum in Manchester on
Wednesday 11 May.

We had a soft launch for our
new campaign in the Journal in
January – kickstarting the new
year with a cover and centre
spread explaining in articles by GS
Mick Whelan; Shadow Rail
Minister Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi;
Tracy Brabin, the Mayor of West
Yorkshire; and Maggie Simpson,
director general of the Rail Freight
Group, how strategic investment
in rail is not only economically
beneficial but environmentally
essential, too.

In Manchester last month – in
a renovated, and architecturally

rather wonderful, Grade II listed
Edwardian pump house – Andy
Burnham, Mayor of Greater
Manchester, and Steve Rotheram,
Mayor of the Liverpool City
Region, at a meeting chaired by
Julie Clegg, a Northern driver,
Manchester Piccadilly branch, and
D3 rep on ASLEF’s WRC, told
activists, reps, councillors, and
journalists about the importance
of investing in rail and bringing
public transport back into the
public sector.

Louise Haigh, the Shadow
Transport Secretary, appeared by
video on the big screen to
endorse our campaign and

underline the Labour Party’s
commitment to renationalising
Britain’s railways. ‘In the teeth of a
cost of loving crisis as well as the
climate crisis the need for faster,
cheaper, greener, and more
reliable public transport could not
be more important.’

Andy Burnham said it was
essential to integrate bus and rail
services and ‘You can only

integrate if you have got public
control of the whole thing. Under
all governments since the 1990s,
privatisation has failed the
travelling public.’ And Steve
Rotheram added: ‘I have been a
long-time advocate of
renationalisation. This [Tory] lot
are not going to do it because
their friends are making huge
amounts of money out of it.’

Andy Burnham, Steve Rotheram, Julie Clegg
and Mick Whelan (above left) and (above
right) Mick talks one-to-one with Tony Miles
of Modern Railways and Railway Gazette

T

POTTERS BAR REMEMBERED
On Tuesday 10 May we remembered the seven
passengers who lost their lives, and the 76
people who were injured, in the Potters Bar rail
crash. It’s 20 years since the accident in 2002
when a Class 365 EMU, the 12.45 northbound
service from King’s Cross to King’s Lynn via
Cambridge, derailed at 97mph due to faulty
points – bolts were missing. ‘It was a crash that
need not – and should not – have happened,’
said GS Mick Whelan. ‘Jarvis, the private company
charged with track maintenance, which initially
tried to blame ‘sabotage’, a claim dismissed by
police, was more interested in making profits for
shareholders and bonuses for managers than
maintaining the track properly. Had the points
been checked properly, and procedures been
followed, and corners not been cut, then this
tragic accident – which resulted in rail track
maintenance being taken back from the private
sector into public hands – would not have
happened. We must never compromise on
safety on Britain’s railways and the government
must put passengers, and staff, ahead of private
profit on public transport.’

ASLEF IN ACTION FOR BETTER CABS

DO5 Nigel Gibson, DO6 Dicky Fisher, and I
took Eddie Chick – a company council rep
for many years who was involved, along
with me, in the cab design of the 345 – on a
visit to MTR to see the train in action.
Khalid Rana Gidea Park h&s rep, LDC,
Crossrail rep

I was recently
presented with my 20
year badge by the GS
in the Western pub in
Wolverhampton. It
was great to meet
Mick and my local
rep, Nige Harkness,
managed to capture
the moment. My late

father, who was also
an active member
with more than 30
years’ service,
appeared in the
Journal once, too! 
Dan Neylon

Life father,
like son...

JUBILEE JUBILATION
Most of Britain’s railway network will be open
as usual over the Queen’s platinum jubilee
bank holiday weekend, from Thursday 2 to
Sunday 5 June, so passengers will be able to
travel to join the celebrations.
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JEREMY KING, one half of the Corbin
(Chris, not Jeremy) & King partnership
behind a clutch of fashionable London
restaurants, including Le Caprice, The Ivy, 
J Sheekey, The Wolseley, and The Delaunay,
lost a bitter battle for control of the group
earlier this year with the faceless money

men at Minor International. King, a decent stick, offered a
revealing insight into the way that the bean counters and
portion control geeks of global capital think when he
revealed that, during the pandemic, ‘They told us to sack all
the staff, not pay the suppliers, not pay the landlords, not
spend any money, sit tight and sit it out to which, of course,
I said “No”. Twice during the pandemic, they asked the
question, “Can we sack the staff and hire them back
cheaper?” I mean… they’re bastards.’ To that charge Minor
merely muttered, ‘London management made staffing
decisions throughout the pandemic,’ adding, with weasel
words which do not challenge King’s account, ‘With Minor’s
guidance and input as appropriate.’

DR B CHING – which might not be his real
name – observes in the Signal Failures column
in Private Eye: ‘The government [has]
demanded a study of converting the Tube to
driverless operation. Johnson explored that as
London Mayor and was told it would cost a
fortune, without significant savings in staff

numbers. Why raise it again now, if not to stir up trouble?
Pay rates and conditions for Tube staff are little different
now from when Johnson was Mayor. He didn’t start pension
reform or driverless Tube implementation, preferring to
avoid punch-ups while he was in the ring. The moral is
written on the underside of the now familiar pork barrel:
the government would have restored some of the £700
million grant to cover revenue lost through Crossrail delays
and given TfL stable financial support through the
pandemic without unsettling reform demands if only
Londoners had elected another Tory Mayor.’

ROBERT PALMER (not
that one) writes in Rail
magazine: ‘Back in the
glory days of Network
Southeast I went to catch
a train from St Neots to
King’s Cross. Two trains
were timetabled to call
quite close together. I

asked a member of staff if the train arriving was the slow
train. With mock indignation the staff member replied: “Sir!
Network Southeast has no slow trains; just some that are
not quite so fast as others: and this is one of those trains.” If
I’d been wearing a hat, I would have taken it off to him!’

DAREN HALE, until Thursday 5 May the
Labour leader of Hull council, was on, er,
sprightly form despite losing to the Liberal
Democrats. ‘You can’t please all of the
people all of the time,’ he muttered, before
adding dryly, ‘I look forward to all the
roadworks being completed in the middle
of the night by magic pixies with no

disruption to the public… we’ll see.’ Ouch!

Off the Rails

QUOTE…
‘What perished in the Soviet Union was Marxist only in the
sense that the Inquisition was Christian’ – Terry Eagleton
Marxism and Literary Criticism

…UNQUOTE

The art
of rail

AILWAY
posters
were, for

many years, a rich
source of colourful
imagery at and
around our stations;
and a rich source, too,
of income for some
of Britain’s finest
artists. Posters from
the golden age of
railway art celebrated
the spirit of
adventure – in
elegant odes to the
joy of travel – which,
since privatisation,
have been replaced
by rather more
prosaic ads urging
people to sign up for
delay repay or simply
‘See it, say it, sort it’.

But Kit Boyd – an
artist who works in
the British Romantic
tradition of Samuel
Palmer, and neo-
Romantics such as
Paul Nash, Eric
Ravilious, Keith
Vaughan, and
Graham Sutherland –
was commissioned

by the Darent Valley
Community Rail
Partnership to
produce an ink
drawing, a
watercolour painting,
and four linocuts –

one for each of the
six stations on the
line: Swanley,
Eynsford, Shoreham,
Otford, Bat & Ball, and
Sevenoaks –
‘designed to
encourage
sustainable visits’ to
this scenic line in
Kent, which resurrect
the glory days of
railway art.

‘In each image
there are little details
reflecting the history
of each area,’ says Kit.
‘A subtle solar system
in the Otford pond,
the markets and
horticultural history
of Swanley, and
Virginia Woolf’s
Orlando sitting under
a tree at Knole near
Sevenoaks.’

The posters will
be available soon as
A4, A3, and A2 prints.

Filling what that
visionary London
Transport executive
Frank Pick called a
‘public art gallery’:
British Romantic
artist Kit Boyd’s
posters for Eynsford,
Sevenoaks, Otford

R

CONFERENCES & RALLIES
The TUC’s march and rally for pay is on Saturday 18 June. The 136th
Durham Miners’ Gala is on Saturday 9 July. The Tolpuddle Martyrs’
festival is from Friday 15 to Sunday 17 July at Tolpuddle, near
Dorchester, in Dorset. The Burston strike school rally is on Sunday 4
September. The 154th Trades Union Congress is at the Brighton
Centre from Sunday 11 to Wednesday 14 September. The Labour Party
conference is at the Arena & Convention Centre in Liverpool from
Saturday 24 to Wednesday 28 September.

500 CLUB: Waterloo & Nine Elms branch, with number 010, won the
May draw, scooping the Retired Members’ Section jackpot of £542.

We have designed and produced a sparkling new
ASLEF Equalities badge for our BAME, Disabled,
LGBT+, Women, and Youth sections. Price £4 (inc
p&p) from our online shop at www.aslef.org.uk
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White as a ghost
AUL SELBY, a driver operations
manager with East Midlands Railway,
has been working closely with the

RSSB to develop a webinar, available to ASLEF
members online, to help drivers who have
suffered a fatality on the line.

We all know – although, for obvious
reasons, this is not something we shout about
– that one of the surest ways to kill yourself is
to throw yourself in front of a train. Which is
why so many drivers suffer ‘a one under’. Paul,
who has had to deal with four fatalities in his
railway career, is determined to help other
drivers deal with the trauma, and has won
many plaudits for his input.

‘Paul’s work with the RSSB has been widely
praised by those who took part,’ said Andy
Botham, EMR company council secretary, and
Derby branch, who has often spoken for ASLEF
on the effect of suicides on drivers. ‘The
module is available to access online and would
be a real benefit for drivers.’ 

And Michelle O’Sullivan, principal strategy
implementation manager at the RSSB, emailed
him: ‘We’ve had lots of very strong words of
commendation for you, Paul!’

Paul began his career on the railway in 1989

and spent five years as a freight guard at Toton,
in the days of British Rail, followed by seven
years driving freight trains, before switching to
HSTs with Midland Mainline in 2001. His first
fatality was in 2001, his last just two years ago. 

‘I started getting counselling after the
second, and very intense counselling after the
third, which was four years ago. I found that
EMDR (eye movement densitisation and
reprocessing treatment), which has helped a
lot of drivers get back to driving, by helping
them process the trauma, literally got my mojo

back, and I was able to get back in the seat.
‘I was driving, at 100mph, at Hendon, when

someone landed on the windscreen and
smashed it to bits, and it was like having a wild
animal in your room, all the time. The brain
wants to protect you, and doesn’t want you to
go anywhere near the railway, which is
obviously not too good if you’re a train driver!

‘It was small steps at first – a bridge over
the railway track – and then then getting into
a train as a passenger – I went from
Nottingham to Leicester – and then my driver
manager met me in the car park and walked
me into the building and I got back in the seat
as a driver to do shunting at Derby.’

Now he’s training drivers – ‘enough’s
enough’ – but still gets flashbacks – ‘I think of
something nice straightaway, like a view in the
Algarve’ – and admits that, after one – or more
– under, ‘You’re never the same again.’ 

The first day back after his first fatality a
driver knocked on his window to say hello ‘And
I went as white as a ghost.’

‘A suicide is a horrible experience, the worst
you can have as a train driver, but ASLEF has
been brilliant, especially Andy Botham, and
now I want to try to help other drivers.’

l You can find the webinar on the RSSB
website under managing trauma.

Paul Selby settling back into the driver’s seat
in his cab after four fatalities on the line

P

All aboard! Crossrail (finally) opens
The Elizabeth line, which runs
73 miles from Abbey Wood and
Shenfield in the east through
the heart of London to
Heathrow and Reading in the
west, and which is set to
transform travel across the
capital and the south-east of
England, finally opened on
Tuesday 24 May. Work began
on Crossrail in 2009 and it was
due to open in 2018 but the
project – the cost of which
increased from £14.8 to £19
billion – proved more difficult

than anticipated. GS Mick
Whelan said: ‘We believe in
investing in the infrastructure
of this country – in the north as
well as the south of England, in
the Midlands, in Wales and the
west, and in Scotland –
because we know that a good
public transport system is vital
to the economy of this country.
Our drivers have been ready to
go for a long time now, and we
are delighted that the
Elizabeth line is open for
business.’

Collette Gibson, Shenfield
branch, and a member of the
Labour Party’s National Policy
Forum – looking very rock’n’roll
on the Roger MacKay stage in
her ASLEF Ramones parody
‘Educate Agitate Organise’ tee-
shirt – speaking at the Ipswich &
District TUC May Day festival

Hey! Ho! Let’s go
DO5 Nigel Gibson added:

‘Having worked with MTREL
since 2014, it is really pleasing
to see that the central
operating section of the
Crossrail project has opened
for passenger services. Our
members have made a
significant contribution to the
successful operation of this
technologically complex
railway which will certainly
transform travel in London
between the east and west of
the city.’

Kept ’em on their toes
DO5 Nigel Gibson attended the Southend Victoria branch on Thursday
5 May to present Andy Mayes, retiring after 42 years’ service in the
driving grade, with a long service award and retirement certificate.
Andy started on the railway in January 1979 as a second man at Old
Oak Common before moving to Ripple Lane and, finally, Southend
Victoria. Everyone knows Andy is quite a character who, via the IGP
procedure, kept management and ASLEF reps on their toes. He has
always been, and continues to be, a proud trade unionist and will now
be an active retired member. 
Graham Sibbons Southend 195 branch  DO5 Nigel: ‘Happy retirement, Andy!’

BARRY REEVES
Former Rugby driver Barry Reeves
passed in February, after a short
illness, aged 81. Baz, I believe,
spent his whole career at Rugby
starting at the back end of the
steam era. He left the job early
around 1997 on voluntary
severance and enjoyed a long
retirement. For those of you who
remember him he was a very
jovial chap who was very well-
liked. Rest in peace Reevo.
Tony Venson Rugby 177
branch secretary

The GS has been presented with the first
of a limited – and numbered – set of new
badges made to mark the 40th
anniversary of the 1982 industrial
dispute. Around the lighted flame it reads:
‘ASLE&F. Remembrance. Loss of the eight
hour day. 1982-2022. I never scabbed.’

QUOTE…
‘People in England’s regions are
being levelled down, not levelled up’
– Kevin Maguire Daily Mirror

…UNQUOTE
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Agenda

Wheels of steel –
engines of war

We have seen in Ukraine how the railway has played a vital role in moving
men and munitions around the country – and in helping refugees to flee
from the fighting. GREGOR GALL, an affiliate research associate at the
University of Glasgow, and editor of the Scottish Left Review, analyses the
part the railway has played – and continues to play – in armed conflict

HERE is a popular perception that
most modern wars are fought as high-
tech operations using aerial drones,

precision missile strikes, and cyber-computer
technologies. The accompanying image will
show a soldier – effectively, a military technician
or computer specialist – sitting in front of a
computer at a desk in a command centre,
directing operations many thousands of miles
away, in real time. 

Even when reports of wars – on television,
radio, newspapers, magazines, and online –
don’t play up the 21st century cyber warrior
idea, they tend to talk of men and matériel
being moved around by planes, helicopters,
and ships.

You would be forgiven for thinking that the
ways that wars were fought in the 20th century
are now long gone. Not so, as the war in Ukraine
has shown us every day. Troops, supplies of
food, clothing, and ammunition, artillery pieces,
tanks, armoured personnel carriers, and other
assorted pieces of weaponry for fighting wars
on the physical terrain – the ground – have all
been very much in evidence. The same was true
of the wars fought, earlier in this 21st century, in
Syria, Yemen, Eritrea, and Iraq. 

Still key, after all these years, to the logistics
of war operations are the railways and their
locomotives – as they have been for nearly 200
years. All because the key military value of the
railway is its ability to move large numbers of
troops, and large amounts of matériel, when
compared to air, road and sea transport, rapidly
and easily and over long distances.

The first recorded use of trains for the
purpose of prosecuting a war was by the
Prussian Army in 1846 in what is now Poland.
This was followed by their use, again by the
Prussian Army, in the First Schleswig War of
1849-1851. Indeed, the first Prussian regulations
for the transport of troops on state railways
were issued as early as 1856. In order to help the
Austro-Hungarian Hapsburg empire, Imperial
Russia used railways and their trains in the same
way to transport troops and guns to put down
the Hungarian Revolution of 1848. A few years
later, in 1855, during the Crimean War, military
railways helped establish a reliable supply from
Balaklava to British Army troops besieging
Sevastopol. During the Second Italian War of
Independence in 1859, the French moved an
incredible number of troops – some 130,000

soldiers – to northern Italy by rail. 
However, the American Civil War of 1861-

1865 was the first large-scale war in which
railways were both a major tool and, signifying
that importance, also a major target of military
offensive action. Consequently, the US Civil War
is often referred to as ‘the first railroad war’.
Railroads were a vital new technology for both
Union and Confederate forces. The
industrialised North – the Union – possessed an
enormous advantage over the South – the
Confederacy – as it had 20,000 miles of railroad
track, more than double the South’s 9,000 miles,
as well as nearly all the railroad equipment. And
the Union built another 5,000 miles of track
during the war to further its war effort. This
helps explain why the North beat the South, not
just in key battles such as Chattanooga in
Tennessee and Petersburg in Virginia, but over
the four year war.

Well, he was just 18, proud and brave,
but a Yankee laid him in his grave’

In its original version the song The Night They
Drove Old Dixie Down, written by Robbie
Robertson for The Band in 1969, refers to the
destruction of the Confederacy’s railway and
sounds like something of a lament for the
South: ‘Virgil Caine is the name, and I served on
the Danville train | Till Stoneman’s cavalry came
and tore up the tracks again | In the winter of
‘65, we were hungry, just barely alive | By May
the tenth, Richmond had fell | It’s a time I
remember, oh, so well’. But when Joan Baez
recorded the song in 1971, and it became a
huge worldwide hit, the tone was somewhat
different, possibly celebrating the role of the
railroad at the hand of the Union in
overpowering the 13 Confederate states. 

Following the American Civil War, newly-
constructed railways were used in the
Paraguayan War in 1867 to supply trapped
Brazilian forces and, from 1896-1898, during the
Mahdist War, the British general, Lord Kitchener,
ordered the construction of the Sudan Military
Railroad to extend Egyptian railways into the
Sudan.

The initial phase of the Great (or First World)
War of 1914-1918 was heavily shaped by the
speed of military mobilisation using Europe’s
railways – AJP Taylor famously described the
start of the war as ‘mobilisation by railway

timetable’. Although ultimately unsuccessful,
Germany’s Schlieffen Plan relied on an
extensive network of strategic railways to
facilitate the swift crushing of French forces in
the west before Russian forces could be
mobilised in the east. The idea was then to
transfer – by rail – most of the German troops
across Europe to fight Russia on the eastern
front. During the Second World War of 1939-
1945, which began with Germany’s Blitzkrieg –
lightning war – using tanks and planes, trains
still played an important part in Nazi plans by
transferring troops from one theatre of war to
another, especially with Operation Barbarossa,
the invasion of Russia in 1941, from west to
east. During the war, the Nazis transported
millions of Jews by train from all over Occupied
Europe to the extermination camps in places
like Poland.

In the Far East, Japan built several railways
for military purposes, notably the Burma-Siam
Railway, known as the Death Railway because
of the number of Allied prisoners of war and
Asian labourers who died during its
construction. The existing Northeast Indian
Railways were expanded by the Americans to
supply China via the Ledo Road while railway
lines were also built by the Allies in the area
around the Suez Canal. 

As much on the Ukrainian as the Russian
side in the current conflict, trains have been
used to move men, machinery, and munitions.
The Russian forces’ failure to secure many of
their strategic objectives – the towns and cities
and ports they wanted to seize quickly – means
they have not taken complete control of the
railway system in the north and east of Ukraine. 

The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down: a Union
armoured train in the American Civil War

Hand-coloured image published as a postcard
– Guerre 1914 – by J Courcier of Paris also
published inThe War Illustratedwith this
caption: ‘The men who daily risk their lives for
stricken comrades in arms. Members of the
Royal Army Medical Corps on their way to the
front from a base in France where they have
just arrived by train’

T

‘
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Consequently, they have become more
reliant on road transport. Hence, and not
helped by the spring mud and vehicle
breakdowns, that 40 mile long column of tanks
and vehicles on the road north of Kiev in the
early weeks of the war. Russia’s reliance upon
railways to move men, machinery, and
munitions has also meant that it has relatively
few heavy road transporters to hand.

There are only two real changes in the use of
trains and railways in war in the 21st century.
First, the construction of specifically military
railways is pretty much absent now – the
examples just mentioned are the last major
ones – as the military relies on the civilian
network of railways. The second is that
armoured trains are very seldom used now.

Nothing looks more formidable – but
is in fact more vulnerable – than an
armoured train’ – Winston Churchill

Armoured trains – essentially a series of
artillery pieces mounted on rails and protected
by armour – were mainly used during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. They offered an
innovative way to move large amounts of
firepower quickly to the frontline. They were
used extensively in the American Civil War, the
Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871), the First and
Second Boer Wars (1880-1881 and 1899-1902),

the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905), the
Mexican Revolution (1910-1920) and the First
World War. 

Jim Ring wrote about the armoured trains
which were ready to defend Britain during the
First and Second World Wars in his fascinating
article Heavy Metal (Journal, February).

But the most intensive use of armoured
trains was during the Russian Civil War of 1918-
1920. Leon Trotsky’s iconic armoured train was
not a vehicle for launching artillery shells, but a
mobile command centre when he was head of
the Red Army, and was featured heavily in the
Netflix mini-series Trotsky in 2017. 

Armoured fighting trains were also used by
several nations, such as Slovakia, during the
Second World War. Adolf Hitler used an
armoured mobile command centre train in his
Balkans campaign. The fading French empire
also used armoured fighting trains during the
First Indochina War (1946-1954) but, until
recently, their last combat use was in the
Yugoslav wars of the 1990s. 

The use of armoured trains declined as
motorised (road) vehicles became more
powerful and offered greater flexibility and train
tracks proved vulnerable to sabotage and air
attacks. During the Second Boer War, the future
MP, Cabinet minister, and Prime Minister,
Winston Churchill, was a young war
correspondent for theMorning Post working on
an armoured train. 

That train was ambushed and part-derailed
by the Boers, and Churchill was held captive, as
he recalled in his memoir My Early Life (1930):
‘Nothing looks more formidable and impressive
than an armoured train; but nothing is in fact
more vulnerable and helpless. It was only
necessary to blow up a bridge or culvert to
leave the monster stranded, far from home and
help, at the mercy of the enemy’. 

Nonetheless, Russia from the 1990s onwards
has used armoured trains as offensive military
weapons in its wars in Chechnya and Georgia,
and now in Ukraine. There are, of course, other
uses for trains in times of war which are of a
more humanitarian bent. One is ferrying
medical supplies to the front and the wounded

back to field hospitals and then to hospitals at
home. Another is allowing civilians to escape
the approach of encroaching armies as we have
seen in Europe this year. 

Ukraine has one of the world’s largest railway
systems, with 230,000 employees, and has
moved than 2.1 million people domestically
since the war began, from the east to the west
of the country. Another quarter of a million
people have travelled to Poland by train.
Railway companies in several European
countries, including Austria, Belgium, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Hungary, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland,
Romania, Slovakia and Switzerland, have
allowed Ukrainian refugees to travel by train for
free in order to seek peace, safety, and shelter
elsewhere. In Ukraine, the journeys to escape
are long not just because of the size of the
country but also because, with such massive
overcrowding and damage to the tracks, speeds
are limited to 60kph rather than the usual
160kph.

Trains have allowed civilians to escape
the approach of encroaching armies’

On the eve of the Second World War, the
Kindertransport saved the lives of 9,000 Jewish
children by moving them on ‘transports’ – trains
– from Berlin and Vienna to the Hook of Holland,
from which they crossed the North Sea to safety
in Britain, as Jim Ring recalled in his article
Lifeline from Berlin (Journal, April).   

So, as we have seen, trains continue to be
part of modern warfare, moving men and
munitions as well as helping refugees to flee the
fighting. One aspect, not widely reported, of the
current conflict in Ukraine is the hindrance to
the Russian invasion by the sabotage of the
Belarussian railway system by Belarussian
railway workers not as enamoured of Vladimir
Putin as Alexander Lukashenko is. Signalling
facilities and rail transport equipment have
been rendered unusable so that much Russian
military equipment has not been able to enter
Ukraine by rail, especially after the rail link itself
between Belarus and Ukraine itself was cut.

An Austrian armoured train in the Great War of 1914-1918

A train carrying a
Russian tank at a
station in Belarus
for Putin’s ‘special
military operation’
(above left)
German troops
travel cattle class
on a narrow gauge
line in 1914 (left)

A labouring party travels by train through the
barren landscape of Flanders, devastated by
shell holes and hell holes, in 1918

Ukrainian
military
vehicles
being
moved by
train 

‘
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Meeting at
the mouth of
the Bourne

SLEF’s annual assembly of
delegates  – our annual conference –
was held in the Dorchester suite of

the Highcliff Marriott hotel in Bournemouth
from Monday 16 to Friday 20 May. It was our
first face-to-face conference since we met at
Leeds in 2019 – AAD in Cardiff in 2020 was
cancelled because of the government’s
lockdown and, in 2021, conference was held
virtually because of the pandemic. 

AAD is ASLEF’s policy-making parliament,
the foundations of our democratic structure,
and a week when the delegates, not the
executive committee, make the decisions
that matter. ‘AAD is ASLEF’s most important
body because every branch has the right to
propose a motion, and the opportunity to

Delegates at AAD 2022 and (right) Gulliver’s
deckchair outside the conference hotel
Conference photographs by Neil Turner

send a delegate,’ said GS Mick Whelan. 
‘AAD makes the policy that the officers

carry out. We discuss, we debate, and we
go forward together.’

A

The lighted
flame: AAD

FTER Cliff Holloway –
who joined ASLEF in
1973, became Barking

main line committee secretary in
1987, was Euston branch
secretary from 2000 to 2018, held
a series of positions, and is now in
the RMS – welcomed delegates to
AAD on Monday morning the GS
– who said ‘Cliff has ASLEF in his
heart – awarded him honorary life
membership, the highest honour
the union can bestow. Delegates,
who had already warmly
applauded his speech, gave him a
standing ovation and onlookers
swear there was a tear in his eye.

Cliff told us: ‘The fourth of July
is a significant day for me this
year. It’s my birthday. The day I
start to pick up my state pension.
And the day 40 years ago this
trade union went on indefinite
strike against the British Railways
Board over the eight hour day, a

principle in place for more than 60
years. AAD was unanimous, the
agreement was sacrosanct, but
we were attacked and vilified and
the TUC declined to back us. Our
GS warned them, “If we fall, you
will follow”.

‘We lost. Branch secretaries
received a telegram, “Members to
return to work from 00.01 Monday
18 July or the BRB will sack us all”.
Two weeks later I was on the LDC.
Two years later they decimated
the mining industry and crucified
the NUM. Now I have no illusions
that it was my dashing good looks
and endearing personality that
delivered my pay and conditions.
It was the resolve of the EC and
the determination of officers and

reps and negotiating teams.
Mandated and supported by AAD.

‘I’ve seen all the -isations –
modernisation, reorganisation,
sectorisation, and privatisation.
But through the harshest
industrial seas, and against some
of the most draconian anti-union
legislation, ASLEF has navigated a
way for members so that to be a
train driver, today, is an enviable
position.

‘History has a way of repeating
itself, and not always in a good
way. Many of you haven’t had a
pay rise since 2019 and I fear 
that the achievements we have
made in the past will require a lot
of defending. 

‘Every day this week, the eyes
and ears of the labour movement
will be on you and, trust me, the
Locomotive Journal is not just read
by members. 

‘I found that out to my cost!
But I am confident that you will
continue to carry the lighted
flame for your fellow train drivers.
And you will prevail against
anything and everything that is
thrown at you.’

IN THE CHAIR
Two candidates – Debbie Reay of
Northern Line North and
Bernard Kennedy of Bristol –
stood for chair of AAD. Debbie
was elected by 58 votes to 9.
There were also two candidates –
Bernard and Chris Sneddon of
Wimbledon – for vice-chair. Chris
was elected by 41 votes to 35.

RUNNING ORDER
The arrangements committee,
which met at head office on
Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27
April, and in Bournemouth on
Sunday 15 May, comprised Gavin
Steele, Ayr, chair; Gary
Arrowsmith, Gateshead &
Newcastle, secretary; Khalid
Rana, Gidea Park; and EC4 Mark
Wakenshaw, Gateshead &
Newcastle.

‘Being dead is a bit
like…living in
Bournemouth’ –
Conjuring the Infinite by
Kirkland Ciccone

Cliff – ‘patron
saint of the
local rep and
branch
officer’ –
received a
standing
ovation at
AAD last
month

A
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BOURNEMOUTH was founded, in 1810, by Lewis Tregonwell
who, as a captain in the Dorset Yeomanry, led patrols across
Bourne Heath and along the coastline looking for French
ships, in case they landed troops, and smugglers bringing in
goods behind the backs of Customs & Excise, during the
Napoleonic Wars. Tregonwell’s Bourne, with a few hotels and a
sanatorium, became a spa town and then, with the arrival of
the railway in 1870, a popular tourist destination.

JEREMY MURFIN, Machynlleth, hesitated for a moment when
he got up to oppose a motion on Monday, muttered, ‘I realise
this has been proposed by Northern Line North, and can see
that pissing off the chair so early in the week is probably not a
good idea.’ To which DANIEL MASRANI, Cardiff, called out,
‘That’s never stopped you before!’

PHIL MAZIERE of the tech team T5 Event Media and, during
AAD, something of a rock DJ in the conference room, raised
smiles when, ahead of the debate about disaffiliation from the
Labour Party, he played Love Will Tear Us Apart by Joy Division
and then Should I Stay or Should I Go by The Clash.

DAVE VAUGHAN, Newton Heath, speaking on Tuesday
afternoon, sang the praises of DO4 NIGEL ROEBUCK and
delegates responded with a standing ovation for a man who
was, until recently, a popular AAD delegate himself. Scary
Dave, as he is sometimes known, though not in his hearing,
said he was impressed not only with the way that Nigel has
taken the fight to Northern Trains, but with the way he has
officially ended the Wars of the Roses, that centuries-old east-
west divide, and brought drivers on either side of the Pennines
together to take on the company. Although Dave began his
homage by referring to ‘the Yorkshireman’ and Nigel, ironically,
missed the moment as he was out of the room, making a call
on behalf of a member, as he ruefully admitted later.

BERNARD KENNEDY, Bristol, also received a standing ovation
from delegates, on Tuesday afternoon, after DANIEL DAVIS,
Reading, reminded the room that The Man With The Golden
Earring is retiring this year after 42 years on the railway ‘and
twenty-odd AADs’. The room rose to acclaim not just a veteran
delegate, and an influential railwayman, but a very popular,
and inspirational, ASLEF activist.

When DANIEL BOUND, Norwood Junction, got to the podium
on Monday he looked at the speech he’d prepared and
admitted, to laughter, ‘I must have been a doctor in a previous
life as I can’t read what I’ve written’ before adding, off the cuff,
‘Let’s not be like the Bakers, let’s be more FBU.’

CHRISTINE FERNANDES of Women in Rail cheerfully
confessed, after speaking to delegates, and her ordeal was
over, that ‘I was quite daunted when I was asked to come here
and speak. I thought, “Oh, shit…”’

Off the AAD RailsTime to make a
stand and fight

AVE Calfe
began his
opening

address on Monday
morning by observing,
‘It’s great to be back
meeting in person for
the first time since
Leeds in 2019’ before
adding, rather dryly:
‘It’s not like much has
happened in the last
three years – a general
election, Brexit, an
ongoing pandemic,
and a war in Europe…’

Getting to the
meat of the matter,
the EC president told
delegates: ‘Many of
our members have
had no pay rise since
2019 and it’s time to
make a stand and
fight to maintain and
protect what we have
on pay, on terms &
conditions, and on
pensions. The EC has
made it abundantly
clear that this year’s
pay negotiations must

be concluded in a
timely manner.

‘The TOCs say they
are unable to discuss
pay unless it’s paid for
by productivity. Now
we have no problem
discussing
productivity, as we
have always done, but
we will not allow our
standard of living to
fall or all the progress
we have made over
the last 25 years will
be eroded.

‘It’s time to make a
stand, to fight; we
have traded on our
industrial reputation
for many years, on
those who came
before us, on the
foundations of our
trade union which

have been built and
rebuilt since 1880. We
initiated ballots in April
for industrial action at
Hull Trains, Croydon
Tramlink, and Greater
Anglia; and in May we
balloted on Arriva Rail
London, West
Midlands Trains,
Southeastern, Chiltern,
ScotRail, Great
Western, TPE, LNER,
and Northern Trains.
We want a pay rise to
maintain our standard
of living and we need
a strong mandate in
turn out and yes vote.’
He added: ‘The good
news, outside the
multiyear deals we
previously agreed, is
that we have
concluded pay on DB
Cargo, Freightliner
Heavy Haul and
Freightliner
Intermodal, GBRf,
Eurostar, PRE Metro
Operations, Merseyrail,
and MTR Elizabeth
line.’

n Dave also paid
tribute to Cliff
Holloway who opened
conference just before
he spoke: ‘Cliffy – a
mentor to many – has
done so much for this
union. As a company
council rep at a
previous company of
c2c, they were the first
to negotiate DRI,
which formed the
foundations of where
drivers are today on
£69,000 for a 35 hour
four day week.’

‘We want a
pay rise to
maintain our
standard of
living and we
need a strong
mandate in
turn out and
yes vote’

QUOTE…
‘I love my job. It’s not just a job, it’s a
vocation’ – Glen Anderson Dover

…UNQUOTE

D
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Labour: It’s not a mobile ph  
SLEF will continue to
affiliate to the Labour
Party. After a long and

spirited debate – which began at
midday on Monday and went on
until 3.30pm, albeit with a 60-
minute break for lunch – members
voted 74-9 (with one abstention)
against a motion to disaffiliate.

Mick Whelan, who as well as
being general secretary of ASLEF, is
a member of Labour’s NEC, and
chair of LabourUnions, which
represents all those unions –
including Unison, Unite, and the
GMB – affiliated to the party, said
after the vote: ‘ASLEF is a
democratic organisation and our
members have voted to continue to
affiliate. That is the decision of the
delegates here in Bournemouth,
and that is what we will do. It is
clear, though, that there is a
measure of disquiet with the
direction of travel of the party and I
hope that the Labour leadership
will listen to what the speakers said.
The public pledge by Lou Haigh,
the Shadow Transport Secretary, to
bring our railways back into public
ownership is the message our
members – and the travelling
public – wanted to hear.’

Lucio Buffone, Paddington, in a
passionate, powerful, and
persuasive speech, described the
move to disaffiliate in item 91
(brought by Bletchley) and 92
(Bristol) as ‘an act of vandalism, a
huge act of self-harm,’ and pleaded:
‘Please, don’t do it.’

He said: ‘Organising is how you
influence people – that’s what the
right did during the Corbyn years –
not by saying, “We’re going to
leave”. It’s not a mobile phone
contract – every couple of years we

change – it’s a lifelong commitment
and an affiliation for more than a
century. The Labour Party was
formed by the trade unions, with
the socialist societies, and we stand
on the shoulders of giants making
working people’s lives better. The
Labour Party is our voice and the
worst Labour government is always
better than the best Tory
government. It’s our party. Let’s stay
in it and fight for it.’

Daniel Masrani, Cardiff, said:
‘Labour supports nationalisation of
the railways. And what’s our biggest
aim? So why go? It makes
absolutely no sense. AAD last year
said we should strengthen our ties
with the party. Now we want to
have a hissy fit and throw it away!
Why? A marriage is always difficult,
you have ups and downs, but you’re
entwined. It’s about the party, not
the personality. This is not the
hokey-cokey, and should not be
about whether or not the EC likes
the leader. All the hard work we’ve
done will be wasted if we
disaffiliate. Because we are stronger
and better together, in the Labour
Party and the labour movement.’ 

Jeremy Murfin, Machynlleth,
added: ‘If we disaffiliate we
disaffiliate from the Labour
government in Wales.
Disenchantment is not an
argument for disaffiliation.’

Collette Gibson, Shenfield, told
delegates: ‘I am so angry this is on
the floor. It’s an abomination and
we shouldn’t waste time on this.’
Peter Mason, Crewe, said: ‘You
might not like the person in charge
but get behind the party.’ Chris
Sneddon, Wimbledon, said: ‘The
Labour Party is the only voice we
have, or will have, in Parliament.’

Graham Ibbetson, Wigan, added:
‘Old Etonians in the Tory Party
would love to see ASLEF leave the
Labour Party.’ Nicholas Stewart,
Motherwell, sensing the mood,
candidly admitted: ‘Speaking now
feels like AAD suicide but I feel
morally obliged to speak. In
Coatbridge you didn’t count the
Labour vote, you weighed it. But
we have seen what has happened
to the Labour Party in Scotland. I
don’t believe giving the Labour
Party money no matter what is the
place to be. Blind loyalty leads to
complacency.’ And Bernard
Kennedy, Bristol, added: ‘Labour
has lost support in many places in
Britain and disaffiliation will allow
us to support other candidates.’

Dave Calfe, EC president, asked:
‘What about members who want to
support independent candidates?

We can still fund like-minded MPs.
But we are being taken for granted.
We need genuine people in power
who genuinely listen to us. We’re
not getting solidarity back from the
Labour Party and I think we should
disaffiliate.’ Craig Beharrie,
Edinburgh No 2, replied: ‘Scottish
Labour is the only political party
that stands shoulder to shoulder
with ASLEF in Scotland and which
helped to bring the railway back
into public ownership in Scotland.
Disaffiliation is dangerous,
damaging to ASLEF, and really not
the answer.’ Ian Penovich, London
Bridge, said: ‘The first thing you
learn as a branch secretary is that
decisions are made by the people
in the room. And, if we disaffiliate,
we will no longer be in the room.’

Tom Nicholson, Nottingham,
said: ‘As an industry we stand in a

A

‘I did a gig at a comedy club in Bournemouth where they
served a buffet while the acts were on. There was the clang of
people carving turkey during the set. If you put comedy and
turkey side by side, turkey always wins’ – Jack Whitehall

QUOTE…
‘You might have bagged
a tiger there’ – Jeremy
Murfin Machynlleth

…UNQUOTE

QUOTE…
‘The Tories don’t like to
waste a good crisis’ – Dave
Vaughan Newton Heath

…UNQUOTE
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     hone contract
After MARK STEELE, King’s Lynn, made some typically thoughtful
observations on Wednesday morning, the GS told delegates that not
only is Mark a veteran of many an AAD – his first was back in 1983 – but,
after 45 years on the railway, and with 39 years on the clock as ASLEF’s
longest-serving branch secretary, it’s likely to be his last. Delegates rose
to their feet, applauding warmly, to which Mark smiled wryly, bowed
formally, and resumed his seat to get back down to business.

WAYNE BUTSON, general secretary of the Rail & Maritime Transport
Union in New Zealand, speaking via video on Thursday afternoon,
which opened with a two minute Maori war dance, performed by
railwaymen in a mess room, offered a report on the state of the railway
on the other side of the world, and regretted that he couldn’t be in
Bournemouth for ‘the solidarity, comradeship, and warmth of ASLEF.’

BOB HAYDEN, PAUL DORNAN and PETER MUNDEY of the Rail, Tram &
Bus Union in Australia were up next, prompting Paul to open the Aussie
batting with the words, ‘We promise not to do the haka.’ 

DAVE SMITH, a former construction worker, and now a trade union
education tutor at the College of Haringey, Enfield, and North-East
London, secretary of the Blacklist Support Group, and author of The
Secret War Between Big Business and Union Activists, offered delegates a
clear, thorough, and coruscating account of the scandalous conspiracy
between construction companies, the police, MI5, and dodgy private
eyes to prevent trade union activists from working in the industry.

VOLODYMYR KOZELSKYIV, national chair of the VPZU, the Free Trade
Union of Railway Workers in Ukraine, in a poignant address to
delegates via a live video link on Thursday afternoon, explained what
his members are doing, in extremely difficult circumstances, to move
people and goods, refugees and munitions, around the country while
the war with Russia rages all around them. He concluded, via his
translator, by saying ‘We must win this war and win this war we will.’ 

GS MICK WHELAN and EC1 MARZ COLOMBINI paid tribute to a rather
bashful DO1 GRAHAM MORRIS on Thursday – it was his 60th birthday
the previous day – as ASLEF’s longest-serving officer. Graham was given
a cake, with candles, as well as travel vouchers and a big birthday
badge which might well have got lost before he got on the train.

BEN TALBOT, of the Transport Benevolent Fund, which had a stall
outside the Dorchester suite all week, spoke on Wednesday morning
explaining the benefits to members – and their families – for £1.25 a
week. The GS is a patron of the fund and, as Ben said, ‘It could be the
best £1.25 you’ll ever spend.’

ROB MILLER, director of the Cuba Solidarity Campaign, addressed
delegates on Wednesday afternoon.

DELEGATES voted to give £1,000 to the Blacklist Support Group;
£1,000 to the Bournemouth food bank; £1,000 to the Cuba Solidarity
Campaign; £1,000 to the English Collective of Prostitutes; £1,000 to
Liberation; £1,000 to Mind Out; £1,000 to the Morning Star; £1,000 to
the P&O dispute; £2,000 to Rainbow Migration; £1,000 to Stand Up to
Racism; £1,000 to the University & College Union; £1,000 to the VPZU;
and £1,000 to Women in Rail.

LUCIO BUFFONE, Paddington, sported a bright red socialist tee-shirt
on Tuesday emblazoned with the words ‘Never kissed a Tory’. Though
he candidly confessed, in the bar afterwards, ‘It might not strictly be
true!’ After Lucio, on Monday, repeatedly urged delegates to ‘Press
button 1’ on the electronic voting system handset to defeat the motion
brought to disaffiliate from Labour – it can be confusing, whether
you’re voting for an amendment, or the original item – ‘Press button 1’
became the mantra of the week.

Points of Order

I’ve looked at life from both sides
now: the GS (top), EC president
(above), and Paddington (left)

QUOTE…
‘The political fund is our
fighting fund’ – Richard
Dorran Lincoln

…UNQUOTE

perilous position.’ Tony Venson,
Rugby, said: ‘We punch way, way,
way above our weight. We need to
be there.’ Jamie Martin,
Bournemouth, said: ‘There are a lot
of Tories and Lib Dems around
here. People are not looking for
something left of Labour.’ And Osa
Aimienoho, Waterloo Nine Elms,
added: ‘Don’t throw the baby out
with the bath water. You don’t
leave the party because you don’t
like what’s going on. You have to
be in it to change it.

The GS, who acknowledged
that this was the first time in 11
years he had arrived at AAD not
agreeing with the EC said, looking
at Dave Calfe and Andy Hudd on
the top table, ‘These are the
people who put an arm around me
when I am pissed off and
disillusioned’ but then spelt out

why he thought the EC was wrong.
‘Because we are ASLEF and we do
not run away. We have a plan for
the future of the railways, which we
helped Andy McDonald put
together. No one else is going to
do it. I was on a platform with Andy
Burnham and Steve Rotheram at
our Invest in Rail launch and they
have plans for public ownership of
the railways which is one of our key
policies. We were involved in
drafting the new plan for
employment rights. We have a two-
party system. The only game in
town for working people, and their
families, is the Labour Party.’

n The Labour Party was formed,
by the trade unions, in 1900 as the
Labour Representation
Committee, and ASLEF affiliated
in 1903. After the result Keir
Starmer, the Labour leader, sent a
video to conference thanking
ASLEF, and Mick, and pledging to
work closely with us to build a
better railway for staff and
passengers and Britain.
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Money money money
OHN McCue
spoke for the
trustees on

Monday morning,
reporting that our trade
union is in good financial
shape. Phil Clark – who,
with his peroxide hair,
linen jacket, chinos, and
blue suede shoes, looks
less like an accountant
than one of The Police at
their punk rock peak,
although one wag at the
back of the room

Don’t you step on Phil
Clark’s blue suede shoes

wickedly suggested he
could pass for Barry
Manilow – has always
been popular with
delegates as he makes
the numbers intelligible –
and even fun – in his
auditors’ report. He
opened his innings by
dryly observing, ‘I know
this is the highlight of
your day,’ before running
through the numbers and
concluding that ASLEF ‘is
in financial good health’.

J

Always sunny
Howard Kaye, employee trustee director of the Railways
Pension Scheme, reporting on Tuesday morning, paid
tribute to his predecessor, Dave Tyson, for all the work Dave
did over the years, the esteem in which he is held
throughout the industry, and the help he gave Howard
when he stepped into Dave’s shoes last year. Howard went
on to explain that there is a perceived push, in the rail
industry, among the train operators, to move away from DB
(defined benefits) to DC (defined contributions) schemes.
ASLEF policy is to defend DB schemes because there the
risk falls on the company, rather than the member. ‘A
united ASLEF is crucial for the future of the scheme, and for
your future pension,’ said Howard. ‘It’s critical that this
union remains industrially strong, with industrial muscle,
to protect your pensions through the union.’

The GS thanked
Howard for his
report and said,
‘We always gave
Dave Tyson a bottle
of whisky, but here
for you, Howard, is
a little stick of
Bournemouth rock’

n GS Mick Whelan, UCU national pay and
equalities negotiator Marian Mayer, and Jim
Buchanan of the RMT, all spoke at a
Bournemouth Demands Better fringe meeting
organised by the South West TUC in the
Bryanston suite on Monday night.

n ASLEF’s Bournemouth branch hosted a very
lively social evening at the Poole Hill Brewery
on Tuesday with music by Absolute Block, a
rock covers band of five railwaymen – one a
driver – from just down the coast in Poole.

n San Senik, Sheffield No 1 branch secretary,
and ASLEF’s BAME committee chair, spoke with
Weyman Bennett, co-convenor, Stand Up to
Racism, at a fringe in the Shaftesbury suite on
Wednesday lunchtime.

n A gala evening, sponsored by Thompsons
solicitors, in aid of the Bournemouth food
bank, was held in the Brewhouse & Kitchen, a
craft ale micro-brewery, on Wednesday.

I didn’t go
nightclubbing
much as a
teenager in
Bournemouth
because my
friends and I
didn’t have the
money – but we
spent a lot of
time on the
beach, having
barbecues, and
running into
the sea in the
middle of the
night’ –
Amanda Holden

Mick gave Roger a bit
more than a stick of rock
(a natty engraved glass
plaque, in fact)

Perfect
storm
Roger McKenzie, general
secretary of Liberation,
made a passionate speech
about poverty – and ‘the
perfect storm around the
world’ – on Monday
afternoon. Roger, who was
AGS at Unison, and is also
Parliamentary reporter for
the Morning Star, said:
‘Liberation has always
been about standing up

for each other, in the
knowledge that there are
people out there who
deliberately pitch people
against each other.’

Rainbow rocks
Leila Zadeh, executive director
of Rainbow Migration, spoke
on Tuesday about their work
offering lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer or
questioning, and intersex
people emotional and practical
support through the asylum
and immigration system.

Leila
with her
speech,
her
pressie,
and her
stick of
seaside
rock

Piling on the pressure
Christine Fernandes, business
development lead at the
Charities Aid Foundation, and
chair of Women in Rail since
last October, spoke on Tuesday
morning about the work of the
charity set up to improve
diversity in the rail industry,
and promised to work with
ASLEF to put pressure on the
TOCs to recruit more women
drivers and put pressure on the
FOCs to provide proper
facilities for women working
on the railway.

Christine
Fernandes
wants more
women in rail
(as well as a
stick of
Bournemouth
rock)

FRINGE BENEFITS
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AAD

View from
the chair

EBORAH Reay, Tube train driver,
Northern Line North branch
secretary, WRC chair, and local IR rep,

was elected conference chair this year – only
the second woman to sit in the seat for ASLEF’s
AAD (Karen Harrison was the first, 27 years
ago, in 1995). Debbie has stood before and
was elected vice-chair at our virtual
conference last year. ‘Why did I do it? Why not?
I thought it was time for a woman to have a
go. And, yes, it was what I expected. Very
nerve-wracking on the first day.’

The GS, in his closing remarks on Friday
afternoon, said, ‘It takes humour, intelligence,
humility, candour, and emotional strength to
chair conference’ and the consensus – judging
by conversation in the conference hotel – was
that both Debbie and Chris Sneddon, chair
and vice-chair, did an excellent job. They let
delegates discuss each item without allowing
the debate to get out of hand and the train to
run late. ‘If I’ve learned anything this week, it’s
get out of the chair before the shit hits the fan!

Seriously, though, it went far better than I
thought it would! Because I’m super-
superstitious. But we kept it more or less on
track. If, after eight speakers in a row, including
mover and seconder, saying the same thing,
it’s fair to ask, “Does anyone have anything
different to say”? And we did it in a comradely
spirit, without people at each other’s throats.’

And Debbie’s advice for anyone else
thinking of putting his or her name forward?
‘Go for it. Definitely.’

Delegates visiting
the gents at the
Brewhouse &
Kitchen, where the
gala night was held,
were surprised to
see, in place of the usual white porcelain
Adam Adamant urinals, these beer kegs. 

Top table 2022: Mick, Debbie, Andy, and Dave 

D

FAIR PLAY ON PAY: We campaign and lobby on a broad range of industrial and political
issues for members but, at the heart of what we do, which is what we have been doing for
142 years, is to negotiate on pay, terms and conditions, and pensions for train drivers.
Delegates pose with our ‘I’m voting Yes’ posters demanding fair play on pay for drivers on
the railway in England, Scotland, and Wales, where we organise.

The general secretary presents the AGS
with his 35 year badge in Bournemouth

QUOTE…
‘It’s like rest day working
without working the rest
day but the RMT tried to
undermine us’ – Gary
Comfort Jubilee East

…UNQUOTE

QUOTE…
‘The average age of a driver coming in
is 35’ – GS Mick Whelan

…UNQUOTE

MAKING ALL WOMEN SAFE
Laura and Charlotte from the English Collective of Prostitutes,
based at the Crossroads Women’s Centre in Kentish Town set
up in 1975 by Selma James, the American feminist married to
the Marxist historian CLR James, spoke on Thursday afternoon
about their campaign to decriminalise prostitution and Make
All Women Safe. They thanked ASLEF because we have, with
the GMB, been lobbying the TUC to help the ECP improve pay
and conditions for women working in the sex industry. 

Recycling or
just taking
the pee?

PRIV PASSES
Replying to Martin Haylett, Cambridge, on
Tuesday the GS said: ‘We never stop
campaigning because we believe drivers who
work in the rail industry should have not just
the privilege of travelling free in their little TOC
but the right to travel free on any and every
part of the rail network in this country.’

EN SOLIDARIDAD
Hasan Dodwell, director of Justice for
Colombia, spoke via video on Friday morning
to report on (the absence of) workers’ rights in
that country, and to thank ASLEF for our long-
standing support. JfC has a room on the fourth
floor of our head office in St John Street.

THE PEOPLE’S FLAG
AAD ended, in the traditional way, on Friday
afternoon with everyone standing to sing The
Red Flag, led by the crystal clear voice of that
highly accomplished singer Dave Vaughan,
Newton Heath, who sings acapella in the folk
clubs of the north of England.

n The Journal went to the printer on the
Monday after AAD finished in Friday. There
will be more reports and pictures in July.
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Branch Lines

Remember the dead
fight for the living

OTHERWELL
branch
attended

the North Lanarkshire
trade union council’s
International Workers’
Memorial Day service
at Summerlee
Industrial Heritage
Museum, Coatbridge,
on Thursday 28 April.
Branch chair Jim
Lafferty, branch
secretary Andy Jones,
and EC member Jim
Baxter – all three
branch delegates to
the NLTUC – along
with retired member
George Adamson,

Jimmy Strain, and
Steven Donnelly
listened to
speakers from the
RMT and Unite
highlight safety
issues affecting
workers and union
members – including
the P&O Ferries
dispute and the
effect of the covid
pandemic on the
National Health
Service. Fulton
MacGregor, SNP MSP
for Coatbridge &
Chryston, also
addressed those
gathered and a

minute’s silence was
held to remember
the dead after the
wreaths were laid.
Motherwell ASLEF’s
wreath was laid by
George Adamson.
Andy Jones
Motherwell 137
branch secretary

George Adamson with the Motherwell branch wreath (top); and Jim
Baxter, Andy Jones, Jim Strain, Jim Lafferty, George Adamson, and
Steven Donnelly (with his daughter)

M

Gateshead &
Newcastle branch
secretary Gary
Arrowsmith, EC4 Mark
Wakenshaw, DO4 Nigel
Roebuck, and EC
president Dave Calfe
lay a wreath for ASLEF
at the International
Workers’ Memorial Day
service in Sheffield.

Swansea High Street’s April
meeting saw the retirement of
two of our longer serving
members. Many thanks to the GS,
Mick Whelan, and DO7 Steve
Austin for attending the branch
and helping us to congratulate
Mark Davies (45 years’ service) and
Clive Bowler (38 years) on their
retirement, and to wish them well
for the future. I was looking at
their dates of joining ASLEF. When
Mark joined in November 1977, I
was preparing for my junior
school nativity play. And when
Clive joined I was revising for my
O-levels. As a rep, when I reflect
on the pay and conditions we
have today as drivers I am always
mindful that it was those drivers,
who were on the footplate long
before me, who fought to lay the
foundations of what we enjoy
now. We hope they both have a

long and healthy retirement; and
that they don’t forget those of us
still hard at it, and pop into the
branch for a beer and a chat now
and then.
David Jones Swansea High
Street 114 branch secretary
and GWR company council
secretary

Pop in for
a beer

Mick Whelan with Mark Davies
(top) and Clive Bowler (above)

Allan Dewhurst and Nigel Fisher, two Ipswich drivers who both started
in the 1980s, had their final day on Wednesday 6 April. Allan began his
railway career on 1 November 1982 as a box boy at Ipswich station
signal box (he was, possibly, the last box boy on the Eastern Region). He
become a second man in 1984, started his MP12 course in 1987, and a
relief driver in July 1988. Allan became a DI with Greater Anglia in
January 2018. Nigel started on the railway on 15 July 1985 moving in
1988 to Chingford to get his driving check. Nigel moved back to Ipswich
to drive freight, then to Anglia in the mid-’90s to drive passenger trains.
A very good turn out for them, with lots of memories, laughs, and good
banter with colleagues from Naaarich (Norwich) over the border with
Norfolk. Have a great retirement, gents; no more silly start and finish
times. Enjoy life to the max!
Lee Barber Ipswich 109 branch secretary

Branch secretary
Lee Barber and
Ipswich legend
Kelvin Higgins
present Allan and
Nigel with their
certificates

Two 1980s BR men hang 
up their train driving keys

There was an excellent turn out of lads from
Reading and Swindon at the Didcot retired
drivers’ do – the first since the covid lockdown –
at the Railway Staff Club on Saturday 30 April.
Bill Reid Retired Members’ Section

Excellent turnout Left to right:
Bill Reid and
Alan Taylor;
Arthur Fenn
and Alan;
Brian Corbett
and Di Evens 
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n WILLESDEN 1A: THURSDAY 2 JUNE
Summer reunion from 14.00-18.00 at the
Watford  Ex-Services & Social Club, 12-14
St Albans Road, Watford (five minutes
from Watford Jct). ‘Wives and partners
most welcome,’ says Mick Humphrys.

n RIPPLE LANE: FRIDAY 3 JUNE 
‘There will be a Ripple Lane social
gathering from 13.00 at The Junction pub
next to Upminster station and we will be
raising a glass or two for Her Majesty the
Queen who celebrates 70 loyal years on
the throne 1952-2022. Everybody is
welcome, so come along and raise your
glass. Cheers!’ says Cliff (Frightliner)
Blackwell, RMS.

n MARYLEBONE: FRIDAY 10 JUNE
Branch reunion from 15.00 at the Sir John
Balcombe pub in Balcombe Street, close
to Marylebone station. ‘All welcome for
our first get together for two years,’ says
Matthew Byatt.

n OLD OAK COMMON: 
TUESDAY 14 JUNE
Reunion from 13.00 at the AGV Club
(Ponderosa), Alwyn Gardens, Acton,
London, W3 0JH.

n LEICESTER: SATURDAY 18 JUNE
Annual reunion from 12.00 at the Marquis
of Wellington, 139 London Road,
Leicester, LE2 1EF. ‘All are very welcome,’
says Les Muir.

n BRISTOL BATH ROAD: 
TUESDAY 21 JUNE
Depot reunion – 27 years since closure –
from 12.00 to 16.00 at St Anne’s
Boardmills Social Club, Avondale Road,
BS5 9RU. ‘Buffet provided and there’s  a
shuttle bus from Bristol Temple Meads at
11.30’ says Bernard Kennedy.

n TONBRIDGE: THURSDAY 7 JULY
Railway reunion from 11.00 at the New
Telegraph Club, Priory Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, TN9 2AS. 

n DERBY: FRIDAY 8 JULY
Derby ASLEF four shed reunion from
16.00 to 21.00 at Nunsfield House Social
Club, 33 Boulton Lane, Alvaston, Derby,
DE24 0HZ. All welcome. For more info
contact Eamonn Tague on 07469 196925.

n TOTON: SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER
The 2022 Toton depot reunion will be
held at the Zingari Social Club, College
Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10
4NP on from 14.00 until 18.00. All Toton
and ex-Toton colleagues are most
welcome. Buffet and raffle. Further details
from Reg Sargeant (07508 846 988).

Upcoming Events

The future
is orange

First real meet
for two years
On  Sunday 10 April, at the New Century Bar,
Motherwell, GS Mick Whelan, along with AGS
Simon Weller, District 2 Officer Kevin
Lindsay, and District 2 EC member Jim Baxter,
attended the first physical Motherwell branch
meeting held in two years. Members listened
to comprehensive reports from our four guest
speakers about all the latest problems and
issues affecting our members. At the end of
the meeting the GS made retirement
presentations to three branch members who
retired over the last two years – George Arthur,
Stephen Mulheron, and Rob McCall. Also, 40
year service awards were made to branch chair
Jim Lafferty and branch secretary Andy
Jones. After the meeting finished members
enjoyed an afternoon social with a buffet and
an alcoholic beverage or two. 
Andy Jones 
Motherwell 137 branch secretary

Jim Lafferty, Mick Whelan, and Andy Jones
(top) and Simon Weller, George Arthur,
Stephen Mulheron, Mick, Rob McCall, and
Jim Baxter (above)

That ain’t
working
If the late great Ernie
Langham were alive
today I don’t know
what he would have
made of the Barnard
Castle Mystery, Partygate, and Porngate. Here he is in the
build up to the local elections of Thursday 5 May 1994,
pictured outside the Holiday Camp polling station (the
Longsight drivers’ lobby ). The soul of democracy, he had
Dennis Bowman, Pete Kearney, and Giles Robertson on hand
to escort any trespassing Tories off the depot. As for
watching porn in the mess room, members of the top
links had enough trouble with some of the videos on MTV.
And as for the track at Longsight, we not only had dire
straights, but also a couple of dodgy curves.
Mel Thorley RMS Stockport

I’ve got 60
badges left
out of 93
made for
Caterham’s
93 years
old/head
code. All numbered on the
back. £5 with all profits to
charity. If you’re interested
please call me on 07930
911619.
Dean Anderson
Caterham depot

A brilliant day out – and a big thank you to Chris Daughters and the very accommodating
Crossrail staff – for the SF Old Boys. Superb engineering and the cab ride under London was
quite amazing. Very much looking forward to the grand opening!
Dave Brennand Retired Members’ Section
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

To ______________________________ Bank 

Address ______________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 BANK BRANCH TITLE (NOT ADDRESS) SORTING CODE NO. 

Please pay Unity Trust Bank Birmingham 08-60-01 
 

 BENEFICIARY’S NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER 

For the credit of ASLEF RMS 500 CLUB ACCOUNT 2 0 2 0 1 1 9 3 
 

 AMOUNT IN FIGURES AMOUNT IN WORDS 

The sum of £  

 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF FIRST PAYMENT  DUE DATE AND FREQUENCY 

Commencing  £ and thereafter every 1ST OF EVERY MONTH 
 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF LAST PAYMENT  
*Until  
Quoting the 
reference 

 £ *Until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 
and debit my/our account accordingly  

Please cancel any previous standing order or direct debit in favour of the beneficiary named above 

 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED ACCOUNT NUMBER 
          

 

Signature(s) ________________________________________ Date  __________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 

Note: The Bank will not undertake to: (i) make any reference to Value Added Tax or other indeterminate element 
 (ii) advise payer’s address to beneficiary 
 (iii) advise beneficiary of inability to pay 
 (iv) request beneficiary’s banker to advise beneficiary of receipt 
   
* Delete if not applicable   
If the amounts of the periodic payments vary, they should be incorporated in a schedule overleaf 

 

60-83-01

ASLEF RMS 500 Club
application form 

Name.....................................................................

Address.................................................................

................................................................................. 

..................................................................................

................................................................................. 

Postcode...............................................................

Telephone............................................................

..................................................................................

email......................................................................

..................................................................................

Each number costs £4. You can
purchase as many numbers as you like.
I confirm that I wish to purchase ____
numbers as part of the 500 Club. 

(A) I have set up my standing order (£48
per annum or £4 per month) 

(B) I enclose a cheque for advance
payment (£48 per annum). 

Delete (A) or (B) accordingly.

Signed..................................................................

Date............................................

Please return this coupon to: 
Peter Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 
6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF
and the standing order mandate
(right) to your bank (or via your
internet bank)

Colleagues

The 500 Club is a fundraising venture for ASLEF’s Retired Members’ Section. 

Conditions of Membership: Only retired and working members of ASLEF, including district councils and branches,
plus permanent staff employed by ASLEF, can make an application to join the RMS 500 Club. The application form
and standing order form can only be completed and submitted by the ASLEF member, or staff member.

Numbers in the draw cost £4 each per month. To begin making payments into club funds, all you have to do is
complete the standing order form and return it to your bank. Alternatively, you can pay by cheque a year in
advance; the cheque should be made payable to ASLEF RMS 500 Club. Payments need to reach the club account
by 1st of every month and the draw takes place on 12th of every month – with the winning number, name, and
prize printed on page 5 of the ASLEF Journal. Once you have arranged your method of payment just complete the
form and return it to Peter J Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF.

The Retired Members’ Section committee would like to thank you for your support and wish you luck in the draw! 

Yours fraternally, Peter J Smith, treasurer, ASLEF Retired Members’ Section 500 Club

The ASLEF RMS 500 Club



There are
not many
people
about whom
you never
hear a bad
word said
but Albert
Horton was
one of them.
If you
second
manned him it was always a really
good day, because Albert was old
school BR. 

He was the last man passed on
steam engines at Saltley and,
when in the cabin at the shed, he
was always good to be around,
telling tales and jokes galore.

I became great friends with
him due to our shared interests in
MGB sports cars, the music of
Queen, and lots of beers (we even
saw Queen in concert one time
and kind of jumped the queue to
get in early). 

In his retirement years he sadly
got dementia but when I went to
see him in his nursing home we
still had some laughs together. 

The last time I saw him he did
not know me, or even react to me
being there, which was
heartbreaking, knowing the
wonderful man he once was. 

So here's to you, Alb, my good
friend, thanks for the memories,
good times and, especially, all the
laughs that we at Saltley loco all
had with you. 

Bless you and RIP mate.
Reg Walton Wolverhampton
(and ex-Saltley) driver
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Obituaries

DAVE SHIELD
MEMBER OF THE VULTURE SQUADRON

HE passing of a
colleague and comrade
is always sad but, when

that passing is in service, the
sadness is met not just with grief
but a feeling of injustice.
Longsight member Dave Shield
passed away suddenly at the
young age of 54, and the shock
and bewilderment of the passing
of our comrade resonated not
only across the depot but across
the railway family. 

Dave started as a second man
at Manchester Victoria in 1985,
moved to Kirkdale in 1988 to get
booked before returning to
Victoria and becoming a
member of the notorious Vulture
Squadron. Shortly after
privatisation Dave moved to
RRNE at Piccadilly before a final
move to Virgin Trains at
Piccadilly in 1998 where he
remained until his sad passing
when the company was in its
current guise as Avanti. 

Dave was a quiet character
who did what it said on the tin,
though when you got into
conversation it was abundantly
obvious that he was a true
socialist with family values and
his loyalty to ASLEF was without
question. 

In 1987, in the days when a
working day was the thing of
fiction, Dave was second man to
a character by the name of Ormy
and they put in a shift of 20
hours which concluded working
a long-welded rail train from
Toton to Castleton, home for a
few hours sleep, and then Dave
was best man at Ormy’s
Wedding.  

Windy Miller remembers how
they used to have parking wars
in the staff car park and if one of
them got to their regular spot
before the other something
would be written or drawn on
the car window knowing this
would wind the other up. When

complimentary panettones were
available at weekends on trains
they would return to their car
and find one placed under the
wipers. All done in the name of
humour and comradeship.

A testament to Dave was a
packed funeral service with
family, colleagues and fellow
runners from Ramsbottom
Running Club. Dave leaves his
wife Catherine and a son and
daughter. Another iconic
character and railwayman sadly
gone too soon. RIP. 
Alan Moss Longsight branch

Dave Shield: 6 October 1967 to
25 February 2022 

T

ALBERT HORTON
OLD SCHOOL BR

Albert in his
Saltley loco days

CARLTON HUNTE
LIFE AND SOUL OF THE MESS ROOM
I am sorry to have to report the untimely passing of retired driver Carlton
Hunte as a result of coronavirus. He only enjoyed a short time in the status of
the retired link having served his time as a carriage cleaner and guard before
taking the train man’s opportunity to become a driver at St Pancras. Once
Thameslink decided to opt out of St Pancras, Carlton moved to Bedford where
he became the life and soul of the mess rooms along the route. In his latter
career he was seconded to shed driving at Bedford where his warmth was
really felt amongst the many drivers with whom he came into contact. Always
good for a lighter moment, there was a serious side to Carlton when a good
debate could be had with him on a variety of topics. To say he was popular is
an understatement so, when he retired, that was the depot’s loss. Our
sympathies go to his wife Garcia and all his family and friends.
Bill Davies Retired Members’ Section, Bedford

Carlton: warm, very popular
and always good for a
lighter moment

HOWARD ELLIS
EXTREMELY POPULAR
It is with regret that I have to report the
passing of retired driver Howard Ellis of
Bedford. Howard started his railway career at
King’s Cross where, after a variety of positions,
he became a guard. After the creation of train
men he seized the opportunity of becoming a
driver at Marylebone. Latterly he moved to
Bedford where he was an extremely popular
member of the establishment, unassuming,
reliable, and always welcome in the company
at PNB breaks. Unfortunately his career was cut
short by a medical condition so he left the
industry to pursue other avenues of work
including at Wickstead Park at Kettering where
he lived. Sadly, Howard succumbed to cancer
at the beginning of 2022. Our sympathies go
out to his wife Sheila, his family, and friends.
Bill Davies RMS Bedford

ZANE EAST HONOUR TO CALL HIM A FRIEND
It is with great regret that I have to inform you of the passing of Brother Zane East of Feltham
Electric branch, who has tragically passed aged 41, after a long and arduous battle with cancer,
leaving behind two young children whom he adored with all his heart. He was a valued and
committed member of our branch, who was respected and looked up to by us all. He will be
sorely missed and it was a honour call him our friend.
Gary Weller Strawberry Hill LDC on behalf of Feltham Electric 078 branch

National Insurance shortfall
Regarding the letter from Bro White of Southampton branch (Journal, April) that
there exists a shortfall for some members of receiving a full state pension. When I
retired and looked into this, although Bro White is correct, this is not the full story as
I understand it. I contacted RPMI and it was explained that the shortfall is actually
made up by RPMI at state retirement age, due to being contracted out of paying full
NI and those savings in NI payments being diverted to our occupational pension,
the Department for Work & Pensions makes an allowance for this. In other words
you will be no worse off than if you had made full NI payments.
Andy Mayes Southend Victoria RMS
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Lighting the Fire

And this is
where the
story really
starts...
RALPH INGHAM, of Leeds branch, much
enjoyed Bernard Richards’ article
(Journal, April) about the early
attempts to harness steam power which
referred to Richard Trevithick’s engine
Puffing Devil. Not least because Ralph is
a member of the Trevithick Society, a
distant cousin of ‘Cap’n Dick’, and
probably the only ASLEF member to try
and steer the thing...

ICHARD Trevithick’s father, who was
also called Richard, was a mine
captain – an engineer and manager –

at Dolcoath near Camborne, one of the
biggest tin and copper mines in Cornwall.
Richard junior was born in 1771 and grew up
surrounded by mines being drained by the
steam engines of Thomas Newcomen and
James Watt. 

Watt had devised improvements to the
coal-hungry Newcomen engines, most
notably the separate condenser, but these
came at a cost to the mine owners, namely a
payment to Boulton & Watt of one-third of all
the savings made on coal. This met with stiff
resistance in Cornwall where it stimulated a
great deal of development to try and
circumvent Watt’s patent. Jonathan
Hornblower, Arthur Woolf, Edward Bull, and
Trevithick all had a go but the patent covered
all uses of steam and, until it finally expired in
1800, the development of the steam engine
was seriously impeded.

‘The promotion of strong steam’

Watt and Newcomen engines were not
steam engines as such. They utilised steam,
but only to be condensed in the cylinder to
provide a vacuum against which the power of
the atmosphere would drive the piston. Boilers
were crude and incapable of holding any
pressure beyond two or three pounds per
square inch. With only 15psi of atmospheric
pressure at their disposal, to derive greater
power, the only way was to build larger
cylinders which explains the large granite
engine houses that still rise above the Cornish
landscape. Richard junior is reputed to have
been difficult at school but quick with Maths
and from what we know of his focus on things
mechanical to the detriment of personal
relationships, he would probably be described

today as special needs and indeed may have
been on the autistic spectrum.

His greatest contribution is probably the
promotion of ‘strong steam’ through his
development of the high-pressure boiler,
cylindrical to resist pressure, with an internal
flue and fire grate. Amongst his many ideas,
Trevithick believed that it should be possible
for a small high-pressure steam engine,
mounted on a carriage, to propel itself along
and so was born the first ‘concept car’. Two
small working models were made by his wife’s
brother-in-law, a skilled clockmaker called
William West, one of which can be found at the
Science Museum in London. Encouraged by
this, the boiler, with its integral cylinder, was
manufactured at Harvey’s foundry in Hayle,
the carriage being completed in a copper
mine smithy at the lower end of Fore Street
(Cornish for Main Street) in Camborne and the
engine was finished, complete with a
feedwater heater and the first blast pipe. 

‘Steering and wheelslip were included’

And so, on Christmas Eve 1801, the little
engine set off up Fore Street where, by all
accounts, several people jumped aboard.
Despite issues with wheelslip on the poor road
surface, it managed to get about a quarter of a
mile up the hill before its exertions – and the
cold rain falling on the unlagged boiler –took
their toll and it was turned to trundle back
down the hill to the smithy. 

Four hundred yards may not sound a lot
but, if one step for Neil Armstrong constituted
a giant leap for mankind, then so too did those
first 400 yards of steam propulsion.

The engine ventured out in Camborne a
couple more times before it set out, on 28
December, in the opposite direction towards
Tehidy. The roads at that time were unmade
with loose stones and frequent rain gullies
which would provide a considerable challenge
to a machine weighing several tons with crude
tiller steering. After about a quarter of a mile
the little engine was ‘going well’ when it
appears to have hit a gulley, the tiller was
wrenched from the steersman’s grasp, and the
engine suffered damage that prevented
further progress. 

Thus it was that the first car suffered the
first RTA! An account of the time has it that,
‘The carriage was forced under some shelter
and the parties adjourned to the hotel and
comforted their hearts with a roast goose and
proper drinks when, forgetful of the engine, its
water boiled away, the iron became hot, and
nothing that was combustible remained either
of the engine or the house.”

Apart from the boiler unit, much of the
chassis was timber. There were no reports of
any boiler explosion, for there certainly would
have been, so in this writer’s opinion the hot
gases from the chimney ignited the timber
roof of the barn. Having proved that
locomotion was possible it is likely that the
boiler unit, if not too badly damaged in the
fire, was put to use as a stationary engine
elsewhere and the lessons learned. Steering
and wheelslip were included in his patent of
high pressure steam in 1802, applied to his
London carriage of 1803, the first railway
locomotives for Coalbrookdale 1802 and 
Pen-y-Darren in 1804, culminating in the
circular line near Euston on which ran the
Catch Me Who Can in 1808 to demonstrate that
a steam locomotive could outperform a horse
over a distance. Sadly, the cast iron plate rail
available at the time was not strong enough
and it took the development of wrought iron
edge rail before later engineers could realise
the potential of the steam locomotive.

‘‘The little Puffing Devil is the granddaddy
of all the locomotives we know today’

What is not in doubt is that the little Puffing
Devil of 1801 is the granddaddy of all the
locomotives we know today – both road and
rail – and such a small powerful engine meant
that factories were no longer tied to
waterwheels and could be built just about
anywhere. To commemorate the 200th
anniversary of the first run, the Trevithick
Society created a working replica using
modern materials. The writer is possibly the
only ASLEF member to have driven the
machine and can vouch that, of all the steam
locos he has been fortunate to drive, none has
induced more involuntary spasms of the rectal
regions than the Puffing Devil. 

ThePuffing Devil replica is, indeed, a
challenge to drive – here it is pulling off the
main road into Glassons garage in Camborne
in 2019 – but what it does do well is to keep
tea hot and make good bacon butties!

R
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Come and join the conversation! Send letters by email to
journal@aslef.org.uk or by Royal Mail to the ASLEF Journal
at 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

Letters

about his or her business walking to this yard
trips or falls, causing injury, and ending up
laying on a wet floor or a water-filled pot hole
needing medical assistance. What then? You
might think, it’s been reported so the injured
party will get compensation from whoever
holds the responsibility for the maintenance
and upkeep of the access or the party or
parties that this dangerous walking route has
been reported to, yes great! But what
compensation is that to the person laying in
the rain in a wet pot hole in great pain at 3am
when any help might be over an hour away? 

There seems to be an acceptance of h&s
violations creeping into our jobs. We all see
things or practices that are, at best, a bit risky
or downright dangerous but we turn our backs
in the knowledge that reporting it to the
company and/or our h&s rep or union rep will,
at best, get it mentioned in dispatches but not
actioned because of cost. Yet every TOC and
FOC in the country bombards us with
messages concerning our health & safety. I was

told something a long time ago which I have
never been comfortable with, that if I were to
see someone on or about the track working
dangerously, it is just as much my
responsibility to inform them of the danger
that they are putting themselves in as it is
theirs for working dangerously. So who is
responsible for reported health & safety
violations, the TOC or FOC, the h&s
representative, or both?
Name supplied but withheld 

GS Mick Whelan said: ‘If this is a continual
problem, why are we still using it? The duty
of care clearly lies with the employer.’

No one. How sad is that?

It was so lovely reading your article with
regard to the retirement of Noel O’Rourke
(Journal, May) with managers, etc, gathering
on the platform at Birmingham New Street as
he stepped off the footplate for the last time. I
would like to tell of my husband’s totally
different last day. He retired six years ago,
after nearly 43 years’ service, at London and
Hitchin station in Hertfordshire and he got off
his last train with not a soul in sight and
even days later no one from the company had
rung to wish him happy retirement. How soul
destroying is that? I was so upset for him but
he said he didn’t expect anything less. How
sad is that, after all those years of service?
Elizabeth Neville 

When DfT says ‘private’ it
just means plebs keep out
You report (Journal, May) how civil servants at
the DfT, who are meant to be politically
neutral, conspire to help the Tories and their
friends in the media – in this case Oliver Gill of
the Daily Telegraph. What you don’t realise is
that when Harry Harper, chief DfT media
officer, claims, that Rail Minister Wendy Morton
made her ‘existential moment for our railways’
speech at a ‘private’ event he doesn’t really
mean it was private. ‘Private’, to him, means not
for the likes of you! This kind of ‘private’ is only
for those with friends in high places…
Gregor Gall Glasgow

DafT: enemy of the people
Nicely done piece about DfT civil servants
helping their friends in the right-wing media.
Making enemies of the right people.
Pete Lazenby Yorkshire

Walking route to yard with
more pot holes than tarmac
As drivers we very often see things that are
dangerous and, with most of us, our
immediate response is to report it to our
employer and/or our health & safety union rep.
But what do we do if something that is
obviously dangerous, and has been reported,
is seemingly ignored and the status quo is
accepted by both parties?

An example: I recently reported a walking
route as being unsafe, especially during the
hours of darkness. This walking route, of about
250 yards, is from a road access gate to a yard
on a road which is more potholes than tarmac.
As with most yards these days it is unmanned
so, during the hours of darkness, it is unlit, with
no light at all to assist in traversing the
treacherous underfoot conditions, yet our
diagrams regularly show taxis to and from this
yard during the hours of darkness. So a
scenario could ensue where a member going

Dear comrades
May I, through the

pages of this Journal,
extend my heartfelt
thanks to the general
secretary and executive
committee for
considering and allowing
the appeal on behalf of
my daughter Olivia to go
union-wide. She was
suffering from the spinal
condition scoliosis,
which was, amongst
other things, causing her
considerable pain and
would, ultimately, have
impaired her ability to
do many activities that
most of us take for
granted.

Angela, Olivia, and I
have been overwhelmed
by all the messages of
support, offers of
practical help, and
financial donations
received from branches
and members towards
the appeal that have
assisted greatly towards
the costs of the
corrective surgery that

my daughter required to
alleviate her condition.

As you may recall, this
particular procedure was
only available in Turkey
and at considerable cost.
I am pleased to say that
Olivia has had her
operation, and has made
excellent progress since.
We have today received
her six month report
which shows her
continued improvement. 

It is thanks to each
and every one of you
that this has happened
so quickly.

We are overjoyed to
see the improvement in
our daughter’s
movement and posture,
and the fact that she is
not in pain any more.
Olivia has settled back
into school well and is
thriving in her education
and, also, socially as she
can now interact with her
friends. Although regular
check-ups on her
condition will be needed
for some time yet we are

all feeling incredibly
positive about the
future.

Finally, I would like to
say a special thanks to
the Crewe branch
secretary, Jim Cockburn-
Powell, for all his help,
advice, and unwavering
support throughout
what has been at times a
difficult and stressful
time. Yours in solidarity
David Buckley (and
family) Crewe

Young Olivia is not in pain any more – thanks to you

Every picture tells a story:
of Olivia’s progress since
her operation Friends, family, and managers greeted Noel

after his final turn
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Headshunt

There on the roofs of 
the houses sit angels, 
drunkenly singing

KEITH RICHMOND enjoys a
few new books over a pie and
a pint in a deckchair on the
pier during AAD in
Bournemouth as we get

ready to celebrate the summer 

HEY were preparing to have
intercourse, he was pretty sure.’ As
opening lines go, that takes some

beating. It’s the first sentence of the first story
in John Millard’s first collection, The Cloud
Forest & Other Stories (WriteSideLeft, £8.99)
which is fresh, funny, sometimes frothy, and
always thoughtful.

I should confess – full disclosure, comrades
– that John worked with me at the Sunday
Mirror. He was on the magazine when I was on
the newspaper, and helped organise – as an
NUJ activist – the staff in the face of the
distaste and disapproval of the editor, Eve
Pollard, the proprietor, Robert Maxwell, and his
henchman Charlie ‘Gorbals’ Wilson. John is a
good union man. A good journalist. And a very
good writer.

This collection – from a small, young,
enterprising (and left-wing, note the name,
natch, as Stan Lee used to say in his Marvel
Bullpen Bulletins) publishing house based at
Bridport in Dorset – draws on John’s time in
New Zealand, his life in rural Hampshire, his
passion for cycling, and the natural world, and
his job – first as features editor at the News,
and then as press officer with the city council –
in Portsmouth.

His prose is crisp – if somewhat more
elegant than his literary idol Elmore Leonard –
and his dialogue sparkles but, most of all, the
stories make perceptive points about, as
Anthony Trollope had it, The Way We Live (and
love) Now. Incidentally, and in case you were
wondering, those first lines refer to ‘the
common golden brown jumping spider’.
Which you guessed, didn’t you?

‘The best style is the style you don’t notice’ –
Somerset Maugham

Michael Cullen was a stevedore and union
activist in Liverpool, Birkenhead, and Seaforth,
who was sacked for standing by the
fundamental principle that, as a trade union
member, you should never cross a picket line.
Mike started work in 1965 and A Liverpool
Docker’s History, a 12-page pamphlet
published by Chaz Stoll (stollcp4@gmail.com),
tells the story of the end of casualisation with
the National Dock Labour Scheme, the
Thatcher government’s determination to do to
the dockers what she’d done to the miners,
and the bitter dispute with Bernard Bradley
and Torside in 1995 which prompted the

Mersey Docks & Harbour Company to sack its
entire workforce. It’s a clear, honest, and
accurate account of what happened. Mike
praises the help the dockers received from
Jack Jones – ‘the greatest general secretary [of]
the TGWU’ – and ‘the great Liverpool footballer
Robbie Fowler [who] showed support for the
dockers when he showed our Calvin Klein
parody tee-shirt after scoring a goal’ but has
little but contempt for Ron Todd, Bill Morris,
Tony Woodley, and the union officers who, he
feels, let their shop stewards and members
down. Although, frankly, he adds: ‘I have been
a member of the TGWU/Unite since 1964 and I
am still a member in spite of what happened.’

‘The great enemy of clear language is
insincerity. When there is a gap between
one’s real and declared aims, one turns
instinctively to long words and exhausted
idioms, like a cuttlefish squirting out ink’ –
George Orwell

Full steam ahead! Roy and Sue Preston, a
husband-and-wife-team who provide puzzles
– many for pub quizzes – from their home in
Suffolk have rummaged through the archives
of the National Railway Museum in York for the
questions in The Big British Railway Journeys
Puzzle Book (Seven Dials, £14.99). ‘Travelling by
train is unique,’ they say. ‘In a car, you take the
strain yourself. In a plane, you’re sealed in a
tube. On the open seas, there is nothing to see.

Only on a train does the journey become the
raison d’être to travel.’ Unless you’re in the
driver’s cab at the pointy end of the train, of
course. But this is a celebration of Britain’s
railways, past and present, and the puzzles are
fun, too..

‘Try to leave out the part that readers tend
to skip’ – Elmore Leonard’ 

Henrich Heine, the German poet, prose-
writer, and critic, best known for his early lyric
poetry which was set to music in the form of
lieder by composers such as Franz Schubert,
Felix Mendelssohn, and Robert Schumann,
was born at Düsseldorf in 1797 and died in
Paris in 1856, where for 25 years he had lived,
in exile, after his radical political views proved
unacceptable to the authorities in Germany
who banned much of his work. 

In North Sea Poems (Arc, £7) Richard
Crockatt, Professor of American History at the
University of East Anglia, has elegantly
translated some of the hauntingly beautiful
Die Nordsee sequence from Heine’s Buch der
Lieder which made his name: ‘On this cold and
starless night, | The ocean seethes, | And over
the sea, flat on its belly | Lies the rough north
wind’. He’s good, too, on the earthier aspects of
life: ‘Happy the man who’s arrived in port | And
left behind the sea and the storms, | And now
sits snug and warm | In the town hall cellar in
Bremen.’

T

On the write lines:
John Millard,
Mike Cullen,  Roy
and Sue Preston,
Robbie Fowler,
and Henrich
Heine
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On Track

Have you been sacked, or are in trouble at work, and cannot get hold of
your branch secretary, local representative or District Organiser in an
emergency? Call our industrial relations department on 020 7324 2400
(9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday or 9am to 4pm on Friday) or leave a
message on the answer service, or email info@aslef.org.uk with a subject
heading of ‘For the attention of the
industrial relations dept’.

ASLEF’s legal services

Changed your address? Please let us know! Just fill in this form or go online

Name.....................................................................................................................................................

Address.................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ...................................................Telephone.....................................................................

Branch.........................................................................Membership No.........................................

Please return coupon to: ASLEF, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

Solution to Prize Crossword 193
Across: 1 Heart-to-heart 7 Lotto 8 Gang 
10 Table 11 Notes 13 Detail 15 Ladies 17 Tiger
18 Purse 19 Name 21 Nerve 22 As good
as gold Down: 1 Half nelson 2 Altitude
3 Tootsie 4 Outbid 5 Edge 6 Run 
9 Girlfriend 12 Kangaroo 14 Extends
16 Spread 18 Peso 20 Ass

Congratulations to Ian Dickens of 
West Hallam, Derbyshire, who was last
month’s winner. The winner of this month’s
Prize Crossword will receive Marks & Spencer
vouchers to the value of £25.

Name......................................................................

Address..................................................................

..................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

Postcode................................................................

If you successfully complete this month’s Prize Crossword please send the solution by post to the
Editor, ASLEF Journal, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN (or take a photo on your
mobile phone of the grid and send the image to journal@aslef.org.uk) by Friday 10 June

Prize Crossword Across: 
3 Hairdressers’ shop
6 Article of clothing 
7 Observational
comment 
8 A junior 
9 Out-of-pocket
allowances 
12 A plus factor 
14 Smaller than
average plant 
15 An octopus arm
18 Stringed
instrument played
with a bow
19 Number of votes
cast 
20 Food fish
21 Uptight and
nervous

Down:
1 A son’s son 
2 Domesticated
polecat 
3 One of the
American flag bands 
4 Acid citrus fruit 
5 Norwegian Viking 
6 Athlete on the mat 
10 Breeding horse 
11 Ipswich county 
13 Curved grass-
cutting blade 
14 Period of ten years
16 Correct in every
detail 
17 Eagle’s claw

l You can see more of Tom Williams’s
crosswords, word games and puzzles at
wordgames.co.uk

Prize crossword 194 by Tom Williams

Did they turn
a blind eye? 

HERE is an old gag about
accountants that accountants
rarely find funny. When the CEO

asks: ‘How much profit have we made this
year?’ His accountant slyly replies: ‘How
much profit would you like to have
made?’ Accountants don’t like it because
it suggests that they are not models of
financial rectitude. That they might fiddle
the figures. Massage the money. Burnish
the books. Because accountancy firms
have an incentive to tell the client what
he or she wants to hear. 

Just as the last words the bearer of bad
news to a Medieval monarch might hear
were ‘Off with his head’ auditors who
don’t let a company spin its figures as it
wants won’t be invited back to cook the
books next year.

Deloitte – one of the big four
accountancy firms, alongside Ernst &
Young, KPMG, and PwC – is under
investigation by the Financial Reporting
Council, the industry watchdog, for its
failure to discover – or report – what the
London & Southeastern Railway was
doing. The former operator of the
Southeastern franchise was fined £23.5
million after the government discovered
it ‘deliberately concealed’ £25 million of
funding which should have been
returned to the taxpayer. The Treasury, in
addition, wants to recover £64 million
which it is owed over the scandal. LSER –
a joint venture 65% owned by the Go-
Ahead group in Britain and 35% by Keolis
in France – was stripped of its franchise
last autumn after it was found to have
been fiddling the figures for 14 years from
October 2014 to March 2020 and, before
that, from April 2006 to October 2014. 

Go-Ahead chief executive David
Brown and chief financial officer Elodie
Brian were told to fall on their swords and
the Serious Fraud Office has also
launched an investigation. Deloitte – the
auditor since 2015 – says it will ‘co-
operate fully’ and, after criticism that it’s
either inept or turned a ‘Nelsonic blind
eye’ to what was going on claims – cue
laughter – to be ‘committed to the
highest standards of audit quality’.

Keith Richmond

T

Cooking the books: Deloitte approved
the accounts but LSER was ripping us off



There has never 
been a more 
important time 
to join a trade 
union.

When a group of workers 
act and speak together, their 

employer has to listen. That’s how 
unions make things better at work.

Nearly 5.5 million people are in a union. Many 
have been on the frontline during the pandemic, from our 
brilliant NHS workers to retail staff and care workers. 

Unions protect jobs, stop people being treated unfairly 
and make workplaces safer. During the pandemic that’s 
been more important than ever.

ndyourunion.tuc.org.uk

“My trade union stands 
between me and an 
uncertain future.”
Key worker, Liverpool 
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