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GS Mick Whelan

We cannot turn our
backs on those who
have been displaced

‘The treatment of refugees
is a badge of shame that
will haunt us forever’

OU would have hoped that we would be moving away from industrial and
political negativity and hoping for a brighter, more secure, future after the
rigours of the pandemic. Unfortunately, that’s not the case. The government
has seen fit to issue contradictory advice that while you can go to work with covid
you shouldn’t while, at the same, removing free testing and disbanding the Scientific
Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE).
The trouble is that poor employers will try to hide behind this governmentcreated confusion. But that does not take away their responsibility and duty of care,
under the law, to have safe systems of work in place. No one should have to
compromise their safety – or be coerced into a workplace – because they need the
money. No one should have to put themselves – and others – at risk. And no safety
critical worker should attend work with any illness, never mind covid, especially when
numbers are, once more, creeping up.
The horrors of war on the continent of Europe, with the unjustified attack by
Russia on the Ukraine, and the war crimes Vladimir Putin is committing daily, brought
home to all of us how fragile the peace we sometimes take for granted can be. I had
the privilege of being on a delegation to the Ukraine just before we were advised to
evacuate due to the pending attack. We met with government ministers, mayors, civil
society, trade union federations, and colleagues from the left seeking to change their
country. Their overarching message was that they want to live in peace and are
entitled to self-determination. The millions forced to flee the wilful destruction of
their country should not be demonized. They have no choice but to seek safety and
do not want to be away from their homes forever. They want to go back and the
treatment of them by this government is – as Alf Dubs observes on the centre pages
of this Journal – a stain on our humanity and a badge of shame that will haunt our
history forever. We cannot turn our backs on those displaced in Ukraine but we have a
responsibility to treat all refugees with humanity and dignity so let’s not forget those
from Afghanistan and elsewhere who we should also treat with compassion.
Ukraine will need to be rebuilt and further escalations by Putin prevented. The
long-term association of the Tory Party with loads of Russian money has been, for
some of us, a real concern about the effectiveness of our independence and the
transparency of our democracy. The embarrassment of Prime Minister Johnson giving
peerages to his Russian friends – his name is Boris, after all – who have made no
contribution to this country comes on top of Partygate and speaks to the moral decay
of those in power here. To compound this by jetting off, cap in hand, to Saudi Arabia
on a failed begging mission the day after they carried out 81 executions speaks
volumes. This is a nation doing to Yemen what Putin is doing to the Ukraine and that
is truly frightening in its utter hypocrisy. That he does a U-turn on the earnings of MPs
and their lucrative second jobs shows his complete lack of a moral compass or any
ethical concern and only reinforces the idea that politics in this country is corrupt.
And it stains those not involved, and who try to work for a greater good, by default.
We have sent our solidarity to the RMT and Nautilus over the despicable,
brutal, and completely unjustifiable actions of P&O to sack 800 workers immediately,
by video, hiring a private army of security thugs to replace loyal employees with
agency workers on lesser conditions and salary. It’s disgusting – and illegal. No
consultation, or negotiation with the unions, no redundancy process, yet this is a
company that trousered millions in government support – from the taxes you and I
pay – and then paid out £270 million in dividends to its shareholders. They cannot –
and must not – be allowed to get away with this. The government should seize the
assets of the company, and reinstate all the workers. If this government is not
prepared to do that then it should, at least, ban P&O from operating here. This is a
government which claimed it is against fire and rehire – but, tellingly, has not
legislated as it promised – so what is it going to do about a shabby firm that just fires?
It’s time for Johnson and Shapps to man up and step up – for the loyal employees of
P&O and for everyone in Britain. Because if it can happen in one company, with no
comeback, then it can – and will – be used elsewhere. There have been many times
for solidarity and never more so than now. Please be safe…
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Carmont crash report slams
Network Rail and ScotRail
HE final report into the
fatal train derailment
near Stonehaven in
Aberdeenshire on Wednesday 12
August 2020 has exonerated the
driver and blamed Network Rail,
which failed to maintain the
infrastructure, Carillion, which did
not install a proper drainage
system, and ScotRail, which
approved running at track speed.
Three people – driver Brett
McCullough, 45, conductor
Donald Dinnie, 58, and passenger
Christopher Stuchbury, 62 – died
when the 6.38 Aberdeen to
Glasgow Queen Street train left
the track after hitting a landslip.
The RAIB report, published on
Thursday 10 March, concluded
that Brett was blameless, that NR
and ScotRail were culpable for
systemic failures, and the
contractor Carillion was guilty of
shoddy work.
Mick Whelan, general
secretary, said: ‘This report is

T

damning, and makes for very
difficult reading, not least for the
families of those who died and
were injured. The failures
identified in this report are so bad
that this must be a watershed
moment in the way we ensure the
safety of passengers and staff on
our railway.’
Kevin Lindsay, ASLEF’s full-time
organiser in Scotland, said:
‘We have a number of
demands. Never again should
drivers be working trains where
crashworthiness is not fit for
purpose or on infrastructure not
designed to withstand the
consequences of climate change
– and where repeated warnings
about those effects have not been
acted on. Action must be taken
urgently; if not, we run the risk
that a rail tragedy like this will
happen again.
‘Network Rail and ScotRail
failed the staff and passengers on
the train that crashed at Carmont

GS Mick Whelan, DO2 Kevin Lindsay, and our driver Brett McCullough
and they must be held to account.
This should start with Alex Hynes;
given his involvement in both NR
and ScotRail, his position is
untenable, and he must resign
with immediate effect.
‘Carmont represents endemic
corporate failure and, for justice to
prevail, corporate homicide
and/or manslaughter laws should
be used to pursue both NR and
ScotRail. We implore the Crown
Office and Procurator Fiscal
Service to act and ensure this
litany of failure is heard in court.’
ASLEF wants the ORR to begin
withdrawing HSTs – which we
know, and warned, are not safe in
a crash – from service across the

entire rail network by 12 August
2023. We also want the ORR to
launch an immediate industry
review of crashworthiness
standards of all rolling stock in
service – those that do not meet
minimum standards must be
modified or withdrawn.
We have called on the RSSB to
initiate research on the design,
specification, and effectiveness of
lifeguards with a view to
specifying a new standard to
prevent the derailment of trains in
incidents such as Carmont. And
we want a public inquiry into the
crash, the award of a franchise to
Abellio, and the way it brought
HSTs to Scotland.

Blue and yellow are the colours for Mick

TWEETS OF THE MONTH

GS Mick Whelan went to Ukraine from
Saturday 19 to Wednesday 23 February just
before President Vladimir Putin ordered
190,000 Russian troops to invade the
country. He and Chris Kitchen, general
secretary of the NUM, went to meet
railwaymen and miners. AGS Simon Weller
said: ‘We have links with Ukrainian rail unions
through the ITF, and the TUC is channelling
support – and donations – through the ITUC.’
Nicholas Hellen, who met Mick on Monday
28 February, wrote a long article in the
Sunday Times on 13 March about the
Ukrainian train drivers keeping the network
– and country – moving and helping
refugees leave the country (see pages 12-13
for the parallels with the Kindertransport just
before the Second World War).

Saudi Arabia is accused of war crimes
in Yemen including killing children,
bombing hospitals, destroying housing,
dropping cluster bombs, hitting markets,
etc. Everything Putin is doing in Ukraine
but with British weapons. Johnson sucking
up to Saudi tyrants is grotesque hypocrisy.
@Kevin_Maguire

Our GS Mick Whelan joined Frances O’Grady
and other union leaders at Congress House
on Tuesday 15 March to show our solidarity
with the people of Ukraine

NZ SLASHES FARES ON PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Stylish hand-crafted black soft
napa leather billfold wallet with
two bank note compartments,
slots for 11 credit or
membership cards, five multipurpose compartments and a
pouch for your spare key.
Embossed with the ASLEF
logo on the front. Price £15
(inc p&p). Visit
our online shop at
www.aslef.org.uk
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New Zealand has halved fares on trains and buses
for three months as part of a package of measures
to tackle rising fuel prices and the cost of living
crisis. The response of Labour Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern is in sharp contrast to Boris Johnsons’s Tory
government putting up fares here (see page 6).

ANOTHER FIRST FOR ROGER (AND ASLEF)
ASLEF was the first trade union to raise the issue of
rights for the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller community
when Roger Galloway-Smith – traveller, train driver,
and District 3 rep on our BAME committee – moved
our motion at the TUC (see page 16).

‘The West made a terrible mistake
with Putin in 2014’ says Boris
Johnson, and launches an urgent
investigation to find out which
government was running the UK at the
time. @haveigotnews
Richard Madeley asking what bereft,
frightened, war-torn homeless
refugees’ favourite pizza is? This is a truly
ridiculous man. #GMB
@aphrodite120 NHS nurse

QUOTE…
‘It became necessary to destroy the
town to save it’ – US major at Ben
Tre during the Tet Offensive in
Vietnam quoted in a famous
dispatch by Peter Arnett of
Associated Press

…UNQUOTE

News

Irish Iron in
the loco fire
RANK
O’Farrell,
who died
last month at 94, was
best known as a
player with West Ham
and Preston, and as
manager of Leicester
and Manchester
United, but before
becoming a full-time
professional
footballer Frank
worked as a fireman
on steam
locomotives in
Ireland on the Dublin
to Cork line.
He was born and
brought up in Cork
and left school at 16
to work on the
railway – Frank’s
ambition was to be a

F

train driver, like his
dad – but was
spotted playing lefthalf for League of
Ireland side Cork
United. As a semiprofessional, he
earned £3 a week
playing football, and
£3 a week as a steam
train fireman.
Frank spent eight

Frank as a wing-half with West Ham and (top)
as manager of Manchester United

QUOTE…
‘TfL is on life support’ – Christian
Wolmar Evening Standard

…UNQUOTE

years with West Ham
between 1948-56,
making 213
appearances, and
playing an important
part in establishing
what, in East London,
they call the
Academy of Football.
After training, Frank
and Malcolm Allison,
with teammates Noel
Cantwell, Dave
Sexton, and John
Bond, would spend
their afternoons
talking tactics at
Cassettari’s café in
the Barking Road.
‘We’d all sit there
moving cups and
saucers around the
table like players on a
pitch,’ recalled Frank.
He moved to
Preston North End,
where he played
alongside Tom
Finney, and was
capped nine times by
the Republic of
Ireland, before
managing
Weymouth, Torquay
United, Leicester City,
Manchester United,
and Cardiff.
‘I’ve been blessed
and I can have no
complaints about the
opportunities that
life has given me,’ he
said. ‘My father drove
steam locomotives
on Ireland’s railways
and I’d spent a few
years as a fireman,
standing on the
footplate, hurriedly
shovelling all the coal
into the firebox.
Football was easy
after that!’

CONFERENCES & RALLIES
The Scottish Trades Union Congress is at the Music Hall, Aberdeen,
from Monday 25 to Wednesday 27 April. ASLEF’s annual assembly of
delegates is at the Highcliff Marriott Hotel in Bournemouth from
Monday 16 to Friday 20 May. The Wales Trades Union Congress is at
the Venue Cymru in Llandudno from Tuesday 24 to Thursday 26 May.
The 136th Durham Miners’ Gala is on Saturday 9 July. The Tolpuddle
Martyrs’ festival is from Friday 15 to Sunday 17 July at Tolpuddle, near
Dorchester, in Dorset. The Burston strike school rally is on Sunday 4
September. The 154th Trades Union Congress is at the Brighton
Centre from Sunday 11 to Wednesday 14 September. The Labour Party
conference is at the Arena & Convention Centre in Liverpool from
Saturday 24 to Wednesday 28 September.
500 CLUB: William Jones, with number 006, won the March draw,
scooping the Retired Members’ Section jackpot of £524.

Oﬀ the Rails
KIEFER SUTHERLAND, star of
Stand by Me, Young Guns, and 24,
cheerfully responded to a
question in The Guardian about
his voice – because Homer, in The
Simpsons, tells him, ‘Man, you’ve
got an awesome voice’ – with a confession straight out of
Ivan Turgenev’s Fathers and Sons. ‘I’m very grateful for my
voice. I have benefited genetically from my father who has
got one of the most awesome voices of all time. He was
doing the voiceover for these Volvo commercials and getting
paid a lot more money than I originally thought. As a joke, I
told his agent that I could do a really good Donald
Sutherland for half the money. I don’t think my father
thought it was very funny, but I thought it was hysterical.’
ANONYMOUS SEX, published by
Borough Press, an imprint of
HarperCollins, is a collection of 27
stories, with no names attached,
although a list of contributors is printed
at the back of the book, so you can try
and guess who wrote which piece,
many of them early contenders for the
Literary Review’s annual Bad Sex in
Fiction award. Steam trains – especially
if they enter a tunnel – have long been
a lame and lazy metaphor for sex, viz this scene from Find
Me: ‘The rocking motion of the carriage, the dull roar of the
engine, the racket of the pistons, and steady churning of the
wheels, combined to drive all thoughts but one from her
mind, and that one a single word: yes.’ Quite.
DAVE GROHL, the Foo Fighters front man
and former Nirvana drummer, is rather fun
about the character he plays in the new
comedy horror film Studio 666. ‘He’s got the
classic LSD – that’s Lead Singer’s Disorder –
that whole, “I don’t need these guys, I can
do it all by myself” attitude. I have never
felt that way, for one second, in this band
[Foo Fighters]. They’re my guys, and I
would never kill them and eat them…’
AMERICAN fast food and fizzy
drink giants McDonald’s, Burger
King, Kentucky Fried Chicken,
Coca-Cola, and Pepsi Cola, as well
as the coffee chain Starbucks, have
been targeted for taking too long
to decide to pull out of Russia. Two
weeks into the war in Ukraine, #BoycottMcDonalds and
#BoycottCoke were trending on Twitter as critics took to
social media to claim: ‘Eat burgers, takeaway KFC, drink Coke,
and help to fund the heroic Red Army’s war effort.’
DOMINIC CUMMINGS is the gift who
keeps giving. And not in a good way for
Downing Street because he’s not a man
to forgive or forget. Especially if your
name is Carrie Symonds, the Prime
Minister’s mistress-turned-consort. ‘She
thinks she understands a whole bunch of things about
politics and communications,’ he observes. ‘And she doesn’t.’
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Special night
to remember
IRMINGHAM New Street 141 branch
held its first face to face Christmas
and AGM meeting for two years on
Wednesday 8 December 2021. It was wellattended by many members who, up until
August last year, had only seen each other via
Zoom! There were many receiving their
retirement certificates and long service badges
and the branch welcomed GS Mick Whelan, EC
president Dave Calfe and DO6 Dicky Fisher to
share the occasion and presentations.
One of which was a fond farewell to Mick
Naughton of Snow Hill depot. Mick spent more
than 47 years on the railway and his friends
and colleagues gathered together to raise a
collection. Snow Hill presented Mick with a
fantastic plaque-mounted loco and cash to get
everyone in the room a drink!
David Kingscott Birmingham New Street
141 branch sec and district council rep

B

David: ‘We hope to see you at the
branch again soon Mick!’

‘We wish all
those who
retired in 2021 a
long, healthy,
and happy
retirement’

A fare rise to drive
A working-class hero is something to be
people off the railway On Saturday 12 March I had the honour of
GS Mick Whelan
blasted as ‘brutal’ the
price rise for
passengers on Britain’s
railway network that
came into effect on
Tuesday 1 March. He
said: ‘To push up
prices for passengers
by 3.8% as we try to
deal with the dramatic
fall in passenger
numbers, as a result of
the pandemic, is
stupid. Unless this
government is
deliberately trying to
wreck our railways, do
its best to ensure that
people stay at home,
or force more people
onto our crowded and
polluting roads.
‘Because this brutal
rise will put people off
travelling when we
need to encourage

Mick: ‘We need to
encourage people
back onto trains’
people back onto
trains – to get to work,
to go on holiday, or
just to get out for a
day around our
beautiful country. The
railway is
environmentally
friendly – it’s the green
transport solution of
the future – and
everyone in our
industry has worked
hard to ensure that it
is, during the covid
crisis, a safe way to
travel.’

QUOTE…
‘Hunger is a political choice, and this
government is choosing hunger over
the alleviation of hunger for millions of
people’ – Ian Byrne Labour MP for
Liverpool West Derby

…UNQUOTE
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laying a wreath at the memorial to David Jones
and Joe Green at the National Union of
Mineworkers’ head office in Barnsley. Davy, 24,
was killed on a picket line in Nottinghamshire
on 15 March 1984 while Joe, 55, was mown
down by a scab lorry while picketing
Ferrybridge power station in Yorkshire on 15
June 1984. Memories are still very raw, and
feelings run high, even though the pits have
gone and it’s almost 40 years since the historic
year-long strike started. Wreaths were also laid
by two of Barnsley’s MPs and Ian Lavery, a
former miner, now Labour MP for Wansbeck,
and a good comrade. Paul Holmes, president
of Unison, received a standing ovation for a
passionate memorial lecture in the historic
miners’ hall afterwards.
Thinking of the labour movement, and our
relationship with the Labour Party, which the
trade unions formed after becoming
disillusioned with the Liberals, after over a
century of affiliation, I think it’s time for ASLEF
to look at that relationship.
Eleven trade unions – including Unite,
Unison, the GMB, CWU, FBU, TSSA, and NUM as
well as ASLEF – affiliate and we have to ask
ourselves if we get value. Not the financial
value the market would have us look to but
the value measured in hearts and minds, in
support coming back when we need it, and,
most importantly, when it comes to what
benefits our members and their wider families.
We have seen Keir Starmer, the Labour
leader, break his leadership election pledges
one by one, with the whip removed from his
predecessor (who ASLEF still supports), and we
have seen Labour councils shipping in scab
labour to break an official strike among
Coventry refuse collectors. Most hurtful was to

The message on the wreath Tosh laid read
‘solidarity to the workers who dug the coal
from the workers who moved the coal’
discover that we had people of influence
within the party working against us during the
2017 general election. It’s said, ‘You have to be
at the table’ but I feel the benefits of being
there are negligible. Other unions – such as
the RMT – which don’t affiliate have
parliamentary groups to look after their
interests. A hostile party could discourage
members from voting to keep our political
fund and that would throw into jeopardy our
ability to campaign on political issues that
affect our members, such as freight on rail and
mail on rail. Delegates to AAD in May will
debate and decide if the relationship is a good
one or has turned into an abusive relationship
that now needs to be changed.
Tosh McDonald Doncaster branch 061
Retired Members’ Section

News

I look up the sky
and I see clouds
HERELLE Cadogan, an instructor
operator on London Underground,
assistant branch secretary of ASLEF’s
Morden branch, and livewire union activist,
played a key part in putting together a new
exhibition at the London Transport Museum.
‘Legacies celebrates the contribution that
people from the Caribbean – first, second, and
third generation – have made to transport in
London,’ says Sherelle. ‘It explores the triumphs
– and the struggles – of men and women who,
often with their families, moved halfway across
the world to work for London Transport.’
As the curators explain on one of the
boards in the exhibition: ‘For 400 years the
countries of the Caribbean were colonised by
white Europeans. Britain’s colonies, some “won”
in wars with France and the Netherlands,
became known as the West Indies, part of the
British Empire. Most of the people of these
countries are descended from enslaved
Africans forced to work on British-owned
plantations. Although they were freed in 1833,
opportunities in the Caribbean were limited
and wages and working conditions were poor.’
London Transport, from 1956 to 1970, ran a
campaign to recruit staff from Barbados,

S

‘Oh! I’m going to Barbados | Far away from
London town and the rain’: people left the
Caribbean to travel 4,350 miles by ship and
plane to begin a new life in Britain
Jamaica, and Trinidad, among other countries
in the Caribbean. Many arrived with high
hopes, but were disappointed by the
discrimination they faced – some landlords
infamously placed notices in their windows
saying, ‘No Irish, No Blacks, No Dogs’ when
people were looking for a room to rent – as
well as the cold British weather. There is a
quote from Sam Springer on the museum wall
admitting, ‘I was so cold I slept in pyjamas,
trousers and socks. The only thing I didn’t sleep
in was shoes.’
Andy Byford, the London transport
commissioner, speaking at the launch of the
exhibition, paid tribute to Sherelle for her part
in putting the exhibition together, and to
London Transport and Transport for London
staff for their contribution to the culture, as
well as the transport system, of the capital.

And I always get my way
if I strike for higher pay
ASLEF regards going
on strike as a last
resort – a tool in the
box to which we turn
only when all other
avenues have been
exhausted. GS Mick
Whelan told Gwyn
Topham of The
Guardian, who was
writing an article
about transport strikes,
‘We choose, tactically,
to strike when
companies, behaving
with bad faith, seek to
break agreements
made in good faith –
agreements which we
have paid for, down
the years – and at the
point when those

companies are being
dishonest,
disingenuous, or
duplicitous.’
Mick said that
although the
government says it is
trying to grow the rail
industry, ‘its actions on
fares and jobs –
pushing up fares and
cutting jobs –
suggests otherwise’.
He added: ‘The
threat of strike action
will be more powerful
in the confusing new
world created by Grant
Shapps. The choice is,
always, not to do
nothing. There are
issues that would,

l Legacies: London
Transport’s
Caribbean
Workforce is at the
London Transport
Museum, 39
Wellington Street, Covent Garden, WC2E 7BB,
until summer 2024. Entry to the exhibition is
included in the price of admission to the
museum: adults £18.50; children and young
people 17 and under free; TfL staff (with blue
or green passes) free.

Now I’m a union man amazed at what I am

Mick: ‘There are
issues that would
lead to national
action’
rightly, lead to national
action. Let’s remember
that many of our
members, who put
themselves at risk for
two years, during the
pandemic, have
received no pay rises.
That cannot continue
into year three and pay
increases must reflect
the current inflationary
pressures caused by
this government.’

QUOTE…
‘If ever there was proof of the claim that football cannot regulate
itself it was the government effectively impounding one of this
country’s biggest clubs because the owner is implicated in an illegal
Russian invasion of Ukraine’ – Dan Kilpatrick Evening Standard

…UNQUOTE

train
drivers’union
ASLEF The

train
drivers’union
ASLEF The

train
drivers’union
ASLEF The

The colourful triptych featuring scenes from ASLEF’s 142 year history
painted by the artist, illustrator, and teacher Mick Jones – son of Jack,
general secretary of the TGWU from 1969-1978 – always prompts
admiring glances and positive comments from visitors to our head
office in St John Street. Now we can offer the images – beautifully
printed on A4 size fine art card, with a generous margin for framing –
to members. There are two versions: one says ‘ASLEF: the train drivers’
union’ at the bottom while the other version has the ASLEF logo at
the foot of the image. Price £2 each or all three for £5. Just visit our
online shop at www.aslef.org.uk and tell us which version you want.

April 2022 l The ASLEF Journal

7

News

Northern capitulates as
members vote to strike
FTER ASLEF
members
on
Northern Trains
overwhelmingly
returned a massive
‘Yes’ vote in a ballot
to protect safe
working conditions

A

on services the
company backed
down and has
agreed that staff
should be properly
protected from
covid-19.
GS Mick Whelan
said: ‘This ballot has

achieved a great
result. Northern
were trying to
impose unsafe
working conditions
and we believe in
running a railway
which is safe for
passengers and for

DO4 Nigel (left) and GS Mick make their safety point to Northern Rail
staff. That’s why we
held our ballot; and
more than nine out
of ten of our

members said they
were prepared to
strike to protect
safety on the
railway. On a turnout
of 82.4% – way
above the
government
threshold for ballots
on industrial action.’
DO4 Nigel
Roebuck, who called
the ballot, said: ‘This
shows how seriously
we take safety on
Britain’s railways –
and shows the
solidarity of our
members on this
issue. We are
delighted that the

company has
backed down, seen
sense, albeit in the
light of our ballot,
and, belatedly, done
the right thing.’
Drivers were
asked: Are you
prepared to take
part in industrial
action consisting of
a strike? Yes: 1,406
(91.7%). No: 127
(8.3%). Number of
members entitled to
vote: 1,861. Number
of votes cast: 1,534.
Votes cast as a
percentage of ASLEF
members entitled to
vote: 82.4%.

BLUE PLAQUE HONOURS MATCH GIRLS’ STRIKE
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St Anne’s Boardmills Social Club, Avonvale Road, BS5 9RU.
Tuesday 21st June 2022

1200-1600hrs. Buffet will be provided.

Shuttle Bus from Bristol Temple Meads at 1130.

A blue plaque is to be placed on the Bryant & May factory at Bow, in East
London, to celebrate the 1,400 women – most aged between 15 and 20,
but some as young as 13 – who went on strike in 1888 to protest at the
sacking of three fellow workers, their low pay, and dangerous working
conditions. It was a watershed moment in the history of the trade union
movement and women’s rights at work in this country. English
Heritage’s blue plaque scheme commemorates the link between
notable figures and the buildings in which they lived and worked.

PASSENGERS’ FURY AT SHARPS’ NEW WHEEZE
Passenger groups are angry that Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has
given the green light to the rail industry to change timetables every day
– instead of twice a year, in May and December – at very short notice
and to deny compensation to anyone caught out. The ‘conditions of
travel’ have been quietly amended, without consultation or publicity, to
include a new ‘published timetable of the day’ as a way of cutting costs
and making train travel less attractive.

LIBERATED FROM UNISON: NEW ROLE FOR ROGER
Roger McKenzie, who stood down last year as assistant general
secretary of Unison, is the new GS of Liberation, one of the UK’s oldest
human rights organisations, and founded as the Movement for Colonial
Freedom in 1954. He takes over from Maggie Bowden, who led the
organisation for more than 30 years. Liberation has an office on the
fourth floor of ASLEF’s building in St John Street, campaigns for human
rights, and publishes a quarterly journal.

QUOTE…
‘Privatisation was led by aviation industry lawyers who thought
the model for that industry would work for rail. It didn’t.
Separate entities running what is, in effect, one business
resulted in massively increased cost’ – Adrian Shooter Rail

…UNQUOTE
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Rails in Wales
STEVE AUSTIN, who began
work as District 7 Organiser on
Monday 1 February last year,
marks his first full year in office
by reporting on the state of the
railways in Wales and looks forward to
what the next year will bring
AVING now completed my first full year
representing members, and reflecting
on the unprecedented situation that
we found ourselves in, over the past two years,
I’d like to thank everyone, individuals and
branches alike, who have supported me during
my first year as District 7 Organiser. I really
appreciate all the help and support I’ve received.
It’s usual in the Journal to reflect on the
previous 12 months but, as there is so much
happening in the here and now, I’m going to
focus on looking forward.
With the Class 769 legacy stock being
introduced by both Transport for Wales and the
Great Western Railway, we have seen ongoing
issues with the traction within TfW, whilst nearly
four years after initial discussions over their
introduction started, ASLEF has still not reached
agreement for them to enter service at GWR!
The Cardiff Valley Lines improvement
continues to progress, and the introduction of
(brand) new traction provides our TfW company
council reps with a totally different set of
problems. But, eventually, our members can
look forward to driving three new fleets of
Stadler trains – Class 231 (diesel); Class 398

H

(battery and electric bi-mode); and Class 756
(diesel, electric, and battery tri-mode) – giving a
much-increased service over these routes and,
with this service increase, comes a significant
increase in driver requirement.
TfW targeted Monday 28 March for a return
to a full service and, of course, training continues
to increase as covid restrictions are relaxed, with
trainee drivers returning to training and
qualified drivers getting back to work after the
problems caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
Despite being the subject of a number of
industrial issues, freight continues to keep
improving and the freight sector remains a vital
part of the railways in our district as we also
strive to continue pushing a green agenda going
forward. We must ensure this side of our
industry remains firmly at the forefront of our
debates with politicians.
We are looking to build on the good working
relationship between ASLEF and the Welsh
government that has developed to ensure that
the railways in Wales flourish, and that areas
where investment is required most are identified
and pushed.
As a trade union we remain involved in the
apprenticeship programme at Transport for
Wales through the social partnership. We
continue to support new apprentices and work
with TfW to diversify recruitment programmes
and support additional training needs. Currently
only 4% of the train drivers in Wales are female
so we are heartened to see that 7% of the
current apprentices are female.
Pay is always at the forefront of everybody’s

Transforming future
Wales (we hope!)
DANIEL MASRANI,
Cardiff branch,
and Transport for
Wales company
council, reports on plans
for a railway the country
deserves
E HAD all hoped that
the last 12 months
would be dramatically
different from the year that
preceded it, but the surreal
nature of our world has
refused to disappear
completely and it is still in a

W
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strange place. There have been
some bright spots, though,
one being the creation of
Transport for Wales rail
services, bringing the Wales &
Borders franchise back where
it belongs into public
ownership, an organisation
that can put passengers,
employees, and the people of
Wales – not shareholders and
profiteers – first.
Of course, every change has
teething troubles and we have
to adapt to new ways of
working more directly with the
Welsh government along with

mind, even more so now given the events of the
past 18 to 24 months. Whether we are
negotiating with the operators themselves, the
Welsh government, or the Department for
Transport, ASLEF will be pushing for our
members to be recognised for the extremely
difficult period we have faced – and worked –
throughout the covid-19 pandemic.
Train drivers were classed as key workers and
we kept the country running, whilst others were
able to work from home throughout, and this
dedication now needs to be recognised.
Finally, I continue to get around our district,
both on the network itself and attending as
many branch meetings as possible. It’s important
you know that I’m always happy to discuss with,
and listen to, members on any issues that
concern you.

Steve describes himself on Twitter as
‘District Organiser 7 for ASLEF, the
strongest industrial union in the UK.
Millwall season ticket holder.
Strength in unity.’ Alongside a banner
declaring ‘No one likes us’. We think
he means Millwall, not ASLEF…

the relationships we have with
those in situ, and some old
habits, and the covid pandemic
has made trying to make
progress through restrictions a
lot harder.
There are tiny green shoots,
though, including a recently
agreed pay award for 2021,
plus a drive towards a DRI
package, that we hope will see
improvements across the
board for our drivers. And,
longer term, we hope these
tiny shoots will fully bloom into
the newer – and greener –
railway that Wales deserves.
Supporting that aim and
desire, we have seen the arrival
of the first examples of two of
the four new classes of brand
new trains we are having at
TfW – the first since the 1980s,
can you believe, that the Wales

& Borders franchise area has
had. The remaining two classes
we should see starting to arrive
by the end of the year.
There are some hard-fought
negotiations about certain
aspects of these trains and
their cabs but we are fairly
confident of it all being sorted
in time for the planned entry
into service over the coming
months and years.
That, along with the
infrastructure improvements
we see starting to happen,
means that, even though there
is going to be a lot of
disruption and hard discussion
in the short-term, we can hope
the aims and desires of both
sides will come to fruition to
provide Wales with the terms,
trains, and railway we all
deserve for the future.

Wales

A seat at the table
IAN THOMPSON, from
Treherbert at the head of
the Rhondda Fawr valley,
and TfW company council
secretary, sits on the
general council of the Wales TUC

Real hope for a better future
DANIEL MASRANI reports from
the Welsh Labour Party
conference held at the Venue
Cymru in Llandudno from
Friday 11 to Sunday 13 March
HIS year saw the first in-person Welsh
Labour conference for three years, and
it was a heck of a return with a great
debate on the need to further expand the Welsh
Senedd as it takes on more responsibilities, and
another on the electoral reforms required to
move forward in Wales.
It was my pleasure to attend on behalf of
ASLEF and to successfully propose a motion in
the transport debate on an integrated transport
system for Wales and how rail is at the centre of
that. Our motion stressed the importance of
how we in Wales need to make a stand against a
managed decline of the railway in the wake of
the pandemic and decisions we can see
creeping in over the borders. We need to make
up for the chronic lack of investment our
country has had from central government for far
too long. We need to hold firm, to progress with
investment in our infrastructure, and investment
in our first new trains for 40 years, and all the
jobs created that goes with that investment and
will give Wales the clean, green, and better
railway we deserve.
This was followed by some big hitting
speeches from Labour leader Keir Starmer; Jo
Stevens, MP for Cardiff Central, a long-standing
friend of ASLEF, and now Shadow Secretary of
State for Wales; and an impassioned,

T

compassionate, from the heart speech by First
Minister Mark Drakeford, offering real hope for a
better future here.
The weekend could not pass without
comment on those lost during the pandemic
and the current horrific situation in Ukraine and
how Wales is trying to offer a place of sanctuary
to those who need it as well as sending money
to help those holding firm out there.
So welcome back, conference, you were
missed, and you did a great job; hope to see you
again next year!

Stronger, fairer, greener: ASLEF delegates
Steve Austin and Dan Masrani at the Llafur
Cymru cynhadledd in Llandudno; Dan at the
podium beamed to the hall; and Mark
Drakeford, First Minister of Wales (below)

HE Trades Union Congress was
founded in 1868 and the Wales TUC
was established as a region in 1974,
becoming autonomous in 2015 to deal with
Welsh issues in a devolved Welsh
government. It is the voice of organised
labour in the Welsh government’s formal
social partnership structures, alongside
private and public sector employees, and is
recognised as a major partner in the
economic, social, environmental, and
cultural wellbeing of Wales.
It is the largest democratic membership
organisation in Wales, representing 48 trade
unions with 400,000 members. It is not
affiliated to any political party but is the
collective voice of Welsh unions, including
ASLEF members. It develops policy on all
devolved matters, and others specific to
Wales, and its own general council oversees
the implementation of UK wide or
international matters agreed by the TUC’s
general council.
It is no longer a ‘branch office’ and assists
and enables decisions that affect Wales to be
made in Wales. Even though the WTUC is not
affiliated to a political party, members’
contributions to the ASLEF political fund
enables us to further our work with the TUC,
the WTUC, and the STUC.
These contributions allow ASLEF to have a
seat at the table and put our view forward on
your behalf, to influence, and to elaborate
on, the issues of our specialised industry,
and to show solidarity, not just with each
other, but with all the other working men
and women in this country.

T

Spring, moonless night,
starless and bible-black
It is spring, moonless night in the small
town, starless and bible-black, the
cobblestreets silent and the hunched,
courters’-and-rabbits wood limping
invisible down to the sloeblack, slow,
black, crowblack, fishingboat-bobbing
sea. The houses are blind as moles
(though moles see fine to-night in the
snouting, velvet dingles) or blind as
Captain Cat there in the muffled
middle by the pump and the town
clock, the shops in mourning, the
Welfare Hall in widows’ weeds. And all
the people of the lulled and
dumbfound town are sleeping now…
Dylan Thomas Under Milk Wood
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Lifeline from B
JIM RING, the award-winning
biographer of Erskine Childers,
whose thriller The Riddle of the
Sands is, arguably, the first
modern spy novel, tells the story of the
Kindertransport which provided an
escape route from Nazi persecution for
children just before the outbreak of
World War II and finds haunting parallels
with Afghanistan and Ukraine
HEN Boris Johnson first stumbled into
Downing Street as Prime Minister on
24 July 2019 faith, hope, and charity
packed their bags and took flight. On 27 January
this year, the nationwide support for Holocaust
Memorial Day, and the continuing interest in the
Kindertransport, showed a rather better side of
our leaders, both present and past. The
Kindertransport was a British humanitarian
initiative; and it was one in which the railway
system played a pivotal part.

W

‘

Kindertransport children arrive in London in February
1939 to escape Nazi persecution in Germany

‘The Nuremberg laws enabled Hitler to put
theory into practice’

Adolf Hitler’s notions of racial purity had
about as much substance as the beliefs of
QAnon. In 1935 the German Chancellor was,
nevertheless, able to put theory into practice
with the Nuremberg laws. These made antiSemitism an official policy of the Nazi state.
Among other measures, they outlawed marriage
and sexual relationships between Germans and
Jews, deprived Jews of German citizenship, and
stripped them of their civil and political rights.
Persecution burgeoned over the following three
years culminating, on 9-10 November 1938, in
Kristallnacht – the ‘night of broken glass’. Nazi
paramilitaries ransacked Jewish schools, homes,
and hospitals, looted businesses and shops,
despatched 30,000 Jews to concentration
camps, and destroyed more than 250 – some
sources say 1,000 – synagogues. Upwards of 500
people died, many by their own hand.
Hitherto, the international community had
stood idly by as the Nazis consolidated their grip
on power. It had failed to offer sanctuary to
German Jews. But, after Kristallnacht, there was
a change of heart. Following a debate in the
House of Commons on 21 November, Neville
Chamberlain’s national government agreed to
admit to the country unaccompanied refugee
children under the age of 17. Chamberlain
placed no limit on their numbers. The Jewish
Refugee Committee anticipated that 5,000
children would come from Germany and
Austria – after Anschluss in March 1938,
Germany’s alpine neighbour was part of the
Greater Germanic Reich.
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A refugee
from Nazi
Germany
arrives in
Harwich
port on 2
December
1938

Leslie Baruch Brent, 13, on board the
Kindertransport, 1 December 1938
There followed the sort of frantic efforts all
too familiar from last summer’s evacuation of
Afghanistan and, now, the borders of Ukraine.
Under the auspices of the Refugee Children’s
Movement, means were established to choose
the children, organise such matters as identity
cards, travel documents, and financial
guarantees, and to find homes in Great Britain.
The RCM also had to agree how the children
could best make their way here.

‘

‘Trains could be run west from Berlin and
Vienna to the Hook of Holland, the
children then crossing to Harwich’

After the torrent of international outrage that
had followed Kristallnacht, the German
authorities were wary of the sort of publicity
that a ship full of child refugees might attract.
The Netherlands was prepared to permit the

transit of the Kinder through the country. Trains
– ‘transports’ – could be run west from Berlin
and Vienna to the Hook of Holland, the children
then crossing to Harwich. By working day and
night, the RCM managed to despatch the first
transport from Anhalter Bahnhof, the central
railway station close to Potsdamer Platz in
Berlin, on 1 December 1938. This was barely
three weeks after Kristallnacht.
The scenes in Berlin when these transports
steamed out of the platform recall the
heartbreaking images from Kabul and Kiev.
Many of the children were too young to
understand what was happening to them,
supposing themselves rejected. Parents sent
children they loved to a faraway country of
which they knew little, realising that they might
well never see them again.
The Deutsche Reichsbahn, the German
National Railway, took 20 hours to transport 196
children to Hoek. There they boarded the SS
Prague. This was one of a number of steamers
owned by the LNER, principally used on the

Kindertransport

erlin
The identity card of Herbert Levy, who
escaped Nazi persecution in Berlin on the
Kindertransport

Frank Meister’s sculpture Kindertransport:
Arrival outside Liverpool Street station
North Sea routes. She berthed at Parkeston
Quay on 2 December. The final leg from Harwich
was to Liverpool Street station, again by means
of the LNER, where the children met those who
would foster them.

‘

‘Around 9,000 children arrived in Britain’

The Kinder continued to arrive in a steady
stream in the desperate months that followed.
The first transport left Vienna on 10 December
1938. In 1939 they came, too, from
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and the Free City of
Danzig. Most took the established route
through Holland. Some came directly from
Hamburg, some arrived in Southampton, and a
handful were flown out from Prague.
The transports ended with the outbreak of
the war in Europe on 1 September 1939 when,
one week after the signing of the MolotovRibbentrop Pact between Germany and the
Soviet Union, Germany invaded Poland. By then
around 9,000 children had arrived in Britain, and
much smaller numbers in Switzerland, Sweden,
France, Belgium, and the Netherlands. Most, but

A Journey to Remember for Jewish children coming out by train of Nazi Germany by Harry Tennant
‘Packed my suitcase with a heavy
heart – but she saved my life’
recalls Ilse Melamid, who left
Vienna aged 11. Her mother and
sister perished in Auschwitz. One of
the images in Fϋr das Kind – for the
child – an exhibition by Rosie
Potter and Patricia Ayre who asked
survivors to share the personal
belongings they took with them on
the Kindertransport

not all, of the Kinder were Jewish. Their parents
– almost without exception – were murdered in
the Nazi extermination camps of Belzec,
Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, Treblinka, and
Auschwitz. But from places like these, and the
fate that awaited those who were also sent by
train to the camps, the Kindertransport children
were saved.
Today, a plaque on Parkeston Quay
commemorates the arrival of the first
Kindertransport. At Liverpool Street station a
statue by Frank Meister is a memorial to all the
Kindertransport children who passed through
the terminus. The sculptor was one himself.
There is also a memorial statue, by Flor Kent, at
Wien Westbahnhof, Vienna West station, and in
Berlin another work by Meister – Trains to Life:
Trains to Death – depicts two groups of children.
One is a pair symbolizing those saved by the
Kindertransport; the other of five children
representing the 1,600,000 taken by Holocaust
trains to the extermination camps where they
were gassed.

‘

‘It speaks from the past to the present’

Today, too, the women and men who made
the Kindertransport possible are remembered.
In England, these include Sir Samuel Hoare, the
Home Secretary; Stanley Baldwin, Neville
Chamberlain’s predecessor as Prime Minister;
and Sir Nicholas Winton, who brought 669
children out from Prague. In Vienna, Franziska
Danneberg-Löw; in Berlin, Norbert Wollheim;
and, in the Netherlands, Geertruida WijsmullerMeijer. Their work speaks for itself.

It speaks, too, from the mid-20th century to
our own troubled times. No-one who witnessed
the evacuation of Kabul or has seen the
coverage each night from Ukraine can suppose
that the Kindertransport is simply a story from
the past. It is the here and now. Alf Dubs, Labour
peer and Kindertransport refugee, told the
Financial Times: ‘That the UK government has
shown itself to be uniquely ill-prepared and
unwilling to offer sanctuary to our fair share of
these victims is a national disgrace. It betrays
both the Ukrainian people and Britain's proud
humanitarian tradition.’

JIM RING wrote about the Jewish
experience during the Second World
War in Riviera (John Murray, 2004)
and Storming the Eagle’s Nest (Faber &
Faber, 2013). He organised, with Wells
Maltings, the Holocaust Memorial
Day events in north Norfolk earlier
this year. This included bringing the
Fϋr das Kind Kindertransport
photographic exhibition to the
coast, something made possible by
the generosity of the Austrian
Cultural Forum in London. He has
also written a novel, Interregnum
(WriteSideLeft, 2020), which is part
thriller, and part alternative history,
with a complex and clever mix of real
and fictional characters, about life in
Britain under Nazi rule.
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Whistle Stop

Chattanooga choo
BERNARD RICHARDS, who
was born and brought up at
Dudley, in the heart of the
industrial Black Country, is
an emeritus fellow of
Brasenose College, Oxford,
where he was, for many years, a tutorial
fellow in English Language & Literature.
Here he looks at early attempts in North
America to harness steam power in order
to put an iron horse on the iron road
N THE early years of the Industrial
Revolution steam power was the key
factor, the engine that, quite literally,
drove the world into a new age. Steam as a form
of motive power was first developed, here in
Britain, by Thomas Newcomen (1664-1729) and
James Watt (1736-1819) with significant input
and improvements by William Murdoch (17541839), Richard Trevithick (1771-1833), and John
Urpeth Rastrick (1780-1856). Across the Channel,
in France, Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot’s threewheeled steam wagon, built for hauling artillery
in 1769, was very early into the game, but it was
primitive and clumsy.
Of particular importance was the invention of
the high pressure boiler, which made the
application of steam for rail and road transport
much more efficient. Murdoch built a model
steam wagon which was seen working at
Redruth in Cornwall in 1784. Trevithick built a
locomotive for Pen-y-Darren near Merthyr Tydfil
in 1804, and set up a circular track near Euston
Square in 1808 for Catch Me Who Can which took
on paying passengers. There is a famous
illustration but it is now thought to be a fake.

John Fitch’s
steamboat
Perseverance
on the
Delaware
River at
Philadelphia

I

‘

‘After the 13 colonies rebelled Britain was
reluctant to export its expertise to America’

An engineer not thinking outside the box
was William Brunton (1777-1851) who built two
mechanical horses, driven by moving feet. One
of them exploded in 1815, killing a dozen
people – arguably the first recorded railway
disaster. Another Frenchman, Claude-FrançoisDorothée, the Marquis de Jouffroy d’Abbans
(1751-1832) built a steamboat with paddles
called the Palmipède (which means web-toed)
and which was first tested on the River
Doubs between Besançon and Montbéliard in
eastern France in 1776.
Across the Atlantic, in America, an early
pioneer was John Fitch (1743-1798), who built a
steamboat, the Perseverance, propelled by
paddles, replicating the oars used by human
beings, which enjoyed a successful trial on the
Delaware River in 1787. Fitch also drew up a
design for a possible road locomotive. Another
American pioneer was Oliver Evans (1755-1819)
who built a very early steam wagon with a high
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Catch Me Who Can, designed by Richard Trevithick, and built by John Hazledine
and John Urpeth Rastrick at their foundry in Bridgnorth, Shropshire, was the
first locomotive in the world to haul fare-paying passengers, at 12mph, on a
circular track laid in Bloomsbury, London, in July 1808
pressure boiler. His Oruktor Amphibolos was an
extraordinary amphibious vehicle, the first in
history. In 1806 Robert Fulton (1765-1815) built
a successful steam-powered boat operating on
the Hudson River, but it depended, in part, on
technology developed in Britain.
In Britain, France, and America the
development of steam locomotives was slower
than might have been expected. Finance, patent
laws, and the French Revolution (poor Fitch was
unfortunate enough to collide with Maximilien
Robespierre’s Reign of Terror) slowed things
down, and the public was not especially taken
with this new but noisy, smoky, dirty, jerky, and
rather risky mode of transport, even when they
were intrigued by its novelty. The trouble was
that these steam engines frightened the horses.
You can see from film of a replica of Trevithick’s
Puffing Devil (1801) that the steering was
diabolical. Its number-plate is Y717 BAF; I should
very much like to see the expression on the
faces of the MOT inspectors when it’s brought in
for its test. It’s extraordinary to think that these
developments were taking place around about
the same time that William Wordsworth
published Intimations of Immortality (1807).
After the 13 colonies in North America
rebelled and eventually won their War of
Independence (1775-1783) Britain was reluctant
to export its expertise to America. Another thing
which impeded the rapid development of steam
trains was the shaky construction of reliable
tracks. Alfred, Lord Tennyson, it will be
remembered, in Locksley Hall (1842) notoriously
thought they were grooved: ‘Not in vain the
distance beacons. Forward, forward let us range,
| Let the great world spin for ever down the
ringing grooves of change.’
John Stevens, a colonel in the American

Revolutionary army, became interested in the
ideas and exploits of steamboat pioneers such
as Fitch, and, to demonstrate the feasibility
of railroads, built the first American
steam locomotive in 1825. It was never put into
commercial service – it was only ever run on a
half mile circular track at his estate in Hoboken,
New Jersey – and used rack and pinion drive,
like funicular railways. This solved the problem
of leaves on the line which is still with us,
witness the accident at Salisbury last year.
Things started to move forward more
vigorously in the States in 1828, when four
locomotives built in England – including
Rastrick’s Stourbridge Lion and Robert
Stephenson’s America – were bought and then
brought into the country. The Stourbridge Lion
was built, as you would imagine, at Stourbridge,
a Black Country town.

‘

‘The loco belched clouds of vapour as the iron
horse nosed ahead of the horse’

The Tom Thumb, ‘knocked together’, as he put
it, by Peter Cooper for the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, became the first American-built steam
locomotive to run on a common carrier railroad
on 24 August 1830. It caused such consternation
that the owners of the Stockton & Stokes
stagecoach company, which provided services
for passengers and freight, thought they would
try to ‘derail the future’ and issued a challenge to
Cooper to race his new-fangled steam-powered
locomotive against their horse-drawn railroad
car side by side along the double tracks over the
eight miles between Relay and Baltimore.
Cooper picked up the gauntlet, and the loco
and the horse, both yoked to railroad cars,
waited patiently at the starting line with ‘the

Steam Locomotives

choo
The Best Friend of Charleston of the South Carolina Canal
& Rail Road Company ran ‘on the wings of the wind’

Memnon, also known as
Old War Horse, and B&O
No 13, built for the
Baltimore & Ohio Rail
Road in 1848, is an early
example of the
characteristic American
railroad engine

A replica of Richard Trevithick’s Puffing Devil
on the streets of Camborne in Cornwall; the
steering, it is reported, is diabolical
snort of the one and the puff of the other
keeping time and tune’ according to John
Latrobe. When the signal was given, the steed
darted to a half-mile lead as the Tom Thumb
laboured to build up a head of steam. The loco
belched clouds of vapour as it began to gain
ground and then its passengers cheered as the
iron horse nosed ahead of the traditional horse.
‘The grey’s master could only dip his head in
disappointment as the machine age passed him
by.’ But, then, the loco’s roar turned into a
wheeze after the belt slipped off the blower
pulley. Without the blower, the boiler could not
draw adequately and the loco lost power,
allowing the horse to pass and, while Cooper
burned his hands on the hot engine trying
frantically to fix the problem, win the race. But
the triumph of the horse was shortlived as the
B&O understood what steam power offered and
stopped using horses in 1831.
A significant advance came in 1830 when The
Best Friend of Charleston, with a vertical boiler,
hauled trains on the first scheduled service in
America. By 1833 the line had 136 miles, at that
time the longest railway track in the world. It
was trumpeted as one of the fastest modes of
transport on earth, taking passengers ‘on the
wings of wind’ at the speed of 15 to 25mph.
Sadly, the locomotive’s life was short-lived.
When a fireman closed the safety pressure
release valve, because he had tired of the

The John Bull, built by Stephenson, was run by the Camden & Amboy
Railroad, the first railway in New Jersey, which gave it the Number 1

hissing and whistling noise, it exploded.
One of the most famous of the early locos
was John Bull, a Planet-style locomotive built in
England in 1831 by Robert Stephenson. It was
bought and operated by the Camden & Amboy
Railroad, the first railway in New Jersey, which
gave it the Number 1. It has been much
modified over the years, and is now on display at
the Smithsonian in Washington but, rather
miraculously, is still running.

‘

Neck and neck in Maryland as an iron
horse, the Tom Thumb, takes on a real
horse in a race to Baltimore

‘The characteristic American loco, complete
with cow-catcher, began to appear’

In Britain and America early examples of
these machines have tended not to survive,
since once they had served their purpose they
were broken up for scrap. There was not much
sentiment around, and what we now call
‘industrial archaeology’ is a comparatively recent
art. It was the same in other departments: you
might have thought there was a case for
preserving the heroic ships which fought at the
Battle of Trafalgar, but many were used as prison
hulks, or hospital ships, and then broken up. The
Temeraire was taken to Beeston’s Yard in 1834 –
prompting JMW Turner’s famous painting of the
celebrated 98-gun warship being towed up the
Thames by a paddle-wheel steam tug to be
broken up for scrap at Rotherhithe – and it’s a
minor miracle The Victory survived.
Our knowledge of early steam locomotives is
often sketchy or non-existent, but enthusiasts

have attempted to reimagine them, and
produce working replicas, here in Britain, in
France, and in the United States. An early replica,
built in 1893, was of the De Witt Clinton. Interest
in the history of the railway was growing, but
sometimes confused, as in naval history, as
engines were renamed. Anoraks have to work
overtime to get things right. Fragments of early
locomotives have been collected and are now
revered like holy relics. A new religion is
underway, with its own devotional practises.
Locomotive design in Britain and America
started to diverge in the 1840s, and the
characteristic American locos with which we are
all familiar began to appear, complete with cowcatchers and chimneys to prevent sparks setting
fire to the landscape. Memnon (1848), which has
survived, is a classic example. The two countries
were no longer singing from the same hymn
sheet. Had Henry Adams, who wrote The
Dynamo and the Virgin (1900), turned his
attention to the history of locomotives he would
have said that it took Medieval Gothic design
500 years to evolve, whereas it took the
locomotive less than a century. Some of the
early designs are as surrealist as René Magritte’s
famous picture of a locomotive emerging from a
fireplace (Time Transfixed, 1938). Weird designs
for the Baltimore & Ohio Rail Road were
christened ‘grasshoppers’ – and they did indeed
look like demented insects when underway.
Three have survived: John Quincy Adams,
Andrew Jackson and John Hancock.

I am heavily indebted to The First Quarter-Century of Steam Locomotives in North America by Smith
Hempstone Oliver (1956). Further reading: The Railway Revolution: George and Robert Stephenson
by LTC Rolt (1962); Early American Locomotives by John H White (1972); The Steam Locomotive: A
History by David Ross (2006); The Locomotive Pioneers by Anthony Burton (2017); and The Early
Pioneers of Steam: The Inspiration Behind George Stephenson by Stuart Hylton (2019).
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Last stop for racism
CHRIS McDONAGH, an Irish Traveller activist, and
campaigns officer at Friends, Families and Travellers,
recalls an unhappy train journey to the seaside
FEW years ago, I jumped on a train
to Blackpool with some friends. We
were looking to have a night out,
and travelling by train was the logical option
– far easier than picking a designated driver,
and much cheaper than a taxi back. We were
young and excited to take a break from the
daily grind, with its onlookers and its 9 to 5.
It wasn’t long before the conductor heard
our excited chatter and cautiously
A platform – and a plea
approached to ask where we were headed.
– for acceptance in 2022
We explained, and swiftly came the reply,
‘Not today – you are too disruptive and drunk.’ We weren’t loud or
shouting. We were speaking as we usually did. And we hadn’t had a
single drink. But next thing we know, the conductor tells us to get off
the train. We had tickets and the conductor didn’t have a valid reason,
but we knew what the issue really was. We were Travellers.
This experience, with its stink of unfairness and prejudice, tainted
my view of travelling on trains. I try to avoid them wherever I can. Why
would I buy a ticket only to be denied what I paid for, because
someone doesn’t like my ethnicity? Why should I give my money to
people who treat me like an outcast or some type of undesirable?
This sort of experience is far too commonplace for Traveller and
Gypsy people, and is rarely (if ever) challenged. There are plenty of
experiences with this sort of targeted behaviour in other sectors, too,
from holiday parks to pubs to taxis and their ranks.
This story isn’t just a story. We are real people experiencing real
prejudice and real pain. We feel, like everyone else. And yet, our life
outcomes point to an unrivalled bleakness. Males in the Traveller
community are six to seven times more likely to die by suicide.
Romany Gypsy and Irish Traveller people are estimated to have life
expectancies 10 to 25 years shorter than the general population.
The prejudice and racism we experience in our everyday lives has
an impact. Whether that’s the onset of a deep depression due to being
abused in the street, or the GP practice withholding our right to access
care because we don’t have a fixed address (you don’t need one).
Traveller and Romany people are constantly denied services
because of our way of life and ethnicity, and we have come to expect
the worst whenever we meet someone with a little authority. That is
the sad but honest truth. We feel unwanted in a society of ‘acceptance’.
Traveller people don’t just exist in hastily-written news articles. We
are doctors. We are welders. We are volunteers and lawyers. We are
humans, too, with the same needs, wants, and aspirations as anyone
else. With the Policing Bill nearing royal assent, the future of the
nomadic way of life looks bleak and more challenging than ever. As
Gypsy and Traveller people up and down the country face the heavyhandedness of criminalisation, you can show solidarity by treating us
like you’d treat anyone else, free of prejudice and hatred.
Our ethnicities are not a crime, and we should not allow those
harbouring prejudice to play judge and jury. Being different isn’t
wrong. Not accepting those differences is. We need to show our
appreciation for each other and understand that, despite our
differences, we are all human beings travelling on the train of life.

A

l Friends, Families and Travellers is a charity working to end
racism and discrimination against Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller
people, and to protect the right to pursue a nomadic way of life.
They will be hosting a fringe lunchtime meeting at AAD on
Tuesday 17 May which is open to all delegates and visitors.
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n RIPPLE LANE: FRIDAY 1 APRIL
From 13.00 at The Windmill close to Upminster Bridge.
‘Everybody welcome,’ says Cliff Blackwell.

n RAMSGATE: THURSDAY 7 APRIL
‘The Ramsgate railway reunion will be held from 11.00
at the Red Arrows Club, Ramsgate,’ says Steve ‘Grudd’
Gurdler. ‘Come along and join in the fun!’

n GLOUCESTER: SATURDAY 9 APRIL
Gloucester Horton Road 85B reunion from midday at
the Station Hotel, Bruton Way, Gloucester. Cold buffet
provided. Jerry Matthews (07500 800195).

n DIDCOT: SATURDAY 30 APRIL
ASLEF members past and present are welcome at our
2022 reunion from 12.00 at the GWRSA, Station Road,
Didcot, OX11 7NR. Buffet provided.

n BRIGHTON: TUESDAY 3 MAY
The annual Brighton & Sussex branches social for
ASLEF members (past & present) starts at 14.00 at the
Brighton Railway Club, Belmont, Dyke Road, Brighton,
BN1 3TF. ‘ASLEF members from other branches are
also very welcome,’ says Paul Edwards (07402 478278).

n HITHER GREEN: WEDNESDAY 4 MAY
Hither Green reunion at the Richmal Crompton (a
Wetherspoons pub) near Bromley South station from
11.00. ‘So see you there’ says Ray Cooper. ‘Coincides
with the loss of the 8 hour day 40 years ago.’

n RIPPLE LANE: FRIDAY 6 MAY
‘Change of venue for our next social from 13.00 at The
Junction pub next to Upminster station. Everybody is
most welcome, says Cliff (Frightliner) Blackwell, RMS.

n NORWICH: FRIDAY 13 MAY
The Norwich Loco Welfare Fund has once again kindly
sponsored this year’s annual reunion of Norwich
footplate staff, past and present, at the Sprowston
Sports and Social Club, Blue Boar Lane, Sprowston,
Norwich, NR7 8RY. ‘Colleagues from other grades and
depots are welcome to join us from 17.00 hours’ says
Chris Pearson (01362 691045) of Norwich RMS. ‘A free
buffet will be provided; and a bar is also available.’

n ENFIELD: FRIDAY 20 MAY
Enfield depot reunion is from 19.30(ish) at the Jolly
Butchers, Baker Street, Enfield (Paul Cutmore).

n OLD OAK COMMON: TUESDAY 14 JUNE
Reunion from 13.00 at the AGV Club (Ponderosa),
Alwyn Gardens, Acton, London, W3 0JH.

n TONBRIDGE: THURSDAY 7 JULY
Railway reunion from 11.00 at the New Telegraph
Club, Priory Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2AS.

n TOTON: SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER
The 2022 Toton depot reunion will be held at the
Zingari Social Club, College Street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham, NG10 4NP on from 14.00 until 18.00. All
Toton and ex-Toton colleagues are most welcome.

Platform

I am special
just like you
East Midlands Railway driver
AMY NICHOLSON, a member
of our Derby branch, and
District 6 representative on our
Disabled Members’ Committee, writes
ahead of World Autism Acceptance
Week which starts on Monday 28 March
HE word ‘autism’ provokes many
thoughts and discussions. It was, for a
very long time, poorly diagnosed,
and then only for those who were severely
affected. Along with autism, many other
conditions may, or may not, be recognised in a
child or adult. Some will live their entire lives
unaware that they have it; which can have a
disastrous effect on their mental wellbeing.
From a very young age, it was obvious that I
saw the world quite differently to other
people. I was extremely sensitive to how
things felt, smelled, sounded, and were seen. I
did not cope well with large crowds and noisy
places. I would see terrifying things – that
others could not – in everyday objects. As I
grew, I learned what was a ‘normal’ way to
behave and became extremely cunning in
masking my feelings and reactions when
exposed to situations with which I felt
uncomfortable.

T

‘

‘I would “feel” the noise of the high speed
trains all through my body’

I recall one fear I had as a young child was
of high speed trains. I bring this up because I
am writing for the ASLEF Journal. Living a short
distance from the Midland main line, these
magnificent beasts would fly through our local
station with such a roar that my mother
couldn’t even take me to the station without
me having a complete meltdown. I would ‘feel’
the noise all through my body.
However, I absolutely loved watching the
steam engines that chugged just around the
corner from my home. To me, they appeared
much more lifelike, as if they had feelings of
their own. Over time, I would develop a great
love for all things mechanical and enjoy
working on my own projects and volunteering
in railway preservation. I was labelled a few
things. Quirky was one, awkward was another.
I was already on the back foot for help because
I was born female. Back then, autism was seen
as a male issue. It is only from more recent
studies that we know females are much better
at masking the condition. In a 2017 study,
Loomes and other researchers analysed
existing prevalence studies and found that the
male-to-female ratio was 3:1. That ratio has
been reduced, but there is still a long way to
go in recognising symptoms.

Amy on the footplate: ‘I really love my job. My favourite train I have ever driven? Why, an HST!’
I lived my entire childhood, and much of
my adult life, without diagnosis nor the
knowledge to recognise there was a problem.
As a result, I have struggled with anxiety and
depression. I have had many meltdowns when
overwhelmed by a world that favours
extrovert characters. I thrived at university on
individual assignments, studying Computing
and Statistics (favouring numbers – another
autistic trait), but really struggled when forced
into group work. It was around that time that I
came to realise I needed to work in an
environment where I had more control and
could work on my own.
Luckily for me, I ended up driving trains. My
favourite train I have ever driven? Why, an HST!
I absolutely love my job. It ticks all the boxes
for a neurodivergent like me. We follow strict
rules, we are given a diagram to follow, we
don’t have a phone ringing at us constantly,
we make the decisions (most of the time!) and
it is generally repetitive. I have my own
‘bubble’, which is my cab, and can shut the
world away once I step into it.

‘

‘Luckily for me, I ended up driving trains’

The National Autistic Society, on its website
autism.org.uk, published an article in February
2021 which revealed shocking data
highlighting a huge gap in employment for
adults with autism. Just 22% of autistic adults
are in any kind of job. Personally, I find this
heartbreaking. Through my experience, and
working on the railway, I have met so many
people with autism.
The autistic spectrum is vast, but I feel there
is a place for these people. They come up with
amazing ideas and solutions that many would
oversee or not even consider. They are ideal for
vocations that require a high level of expertise,
since many will go into great depths when
researching a particular subject.
They can be meticulous, consistent, reliable,
and honest. They can be all the things that

make an excellent train driver!
ASLEF’s Disabled Members’ Committee is
looking into these findings after a group
member from the Our Voice Our Rights
campaign made contact to investigate why so
many autistic adults are out of work. We feel
the union, and the railway in general, could
really help with this issue.

‘

‘Could you be autistic? Do any of these signs
relate with you?’

Could you be autistic? Do any of these signs
relate with you? For me, the reason I decided
to seek diagnosis was for closure and to help
family and friends understand me better as a
person. Since investigating the issue, my
mental health has improved significantly. I can
realise the signs of anxiety much sooner and
know that it is okay to remove myself, or avoid
completely, the places and events that affect
me on a negative level.
It is the best thing I have done for myself,
but I also love to talk candidly about it and
help others recognise the signs. Perhaps, for
many, that’s where mental illnesses stem. It is
never too late to find that closure and peace.
If you are interested in discovering more,
please check out autism signs on the NHS
website www.nhs.uk.

I am special just like you
I can take the things I do
And learn from them the best I can
Make a difference with who I am.
You might be slow, I might be fast
No need to measure first and last.
You might be smart, I may be not
So who cares? We still have a lot
To share and grow together we’ll be
Friends to the end, just wait and see.
Jackie Bielinski
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The ASLEF RMS 500 Club
Colleagues
The 500 Club is a fundraising venture for ASLEF’s Retired Members’ Section.
Conditions of Membership: Only retired and working members of ASLEF, including district councils and branches,
plus permanent staff employed by ASLEF, can make an application to join the RMS 500 Club. The application form
and standing order form can only be completed and submitted by the ASLEF member, or staff member.
Numbers in the draw cost £4 each per month. To begin making payments into club funds, all you have to do is
complete the standing order form and return it to your bank. Alternatively, you can pay by cheque a year in
advance; the cheque should be made payable to ASLEF RMS 500 Club. Payments need to reach the club account
by 1st of every month and the draw takes place on 12th of every month – with the winning number, name, and
prize printed on page 5 of the ASLEF Journal. Once you have arranged your method of payment just complete the
form and return it to Peter J Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF.
The Retired Members’ Section committee would like to thank you for your support and wish you luck in the draw!
Yours fraternally, Peter J Smith, treasurer, ASLEF Retired Members’ Section 500 Club

ASLEF RMS 500 Club
application form
Name.....................................................................
Address.................................................................
.................................................................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To

______________________________

Address

______________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________

Please pay

..................................................................................

BANK

BRANCH TITLE (NOT ADDRESS)

Unity Trust Bank

Birmingham

.................................................................................
Postcode...............................................................

AMOUNT IN FIGURES
The sum of

email......................................................................
..................................................................................
Each number costs £4. You can
purchase as many numbers as you like.
I confirm that I wish to purchase ____
numbers as part of the 500 Club.
(A) I have set up my standing order (£48
per annum or £4 per month)

SORTING CODE NO.

08-60-01
60-83-01

BENEFICIARY’S NAME

ACCOUNT NUMBER

ASLEF RMS 500 CLUB ACCOUNT

For the credit of

Telephone............................................................
..................................................................................

Bank

2

0

2

0

1

1

9

3

AMOUNT IN WORDS

£
DATE AND AMOUNT OF FIRST PAYMENT

£

Commencing

DUE DATE AND FREQUENCY
and thereafter every

1ST OF EVERY MONTH

DATE AND AMOUNT OF LAST PAYMENT

£

*Until
Quoting the
reference

*Until you receive further notice from me/us in writing
and debit my/our account accordingly

Please cancel any previous standing order or direct debit in favour of the beneficiary named above
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

(B) I enclose a cheque for advance
payment (£48 per annum).
Delete (A) or (B) accordingly.
Signed..................................................................
Date............................................
Please return this coupon to:
Peter Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club,
6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF
and the standing order mandate
(right) to your bank (or via your
internet bank)
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ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED

Signature(s) ________________________________________

ACCOUNT NUMBER

Date __________________________

________________________________________
Note: The Bank will not undertake to:

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

make any reference to Value Added Tax or other indeterminate element
advise payer’s address to beneficiary
advise beneficiary of inability to pay
request beneficiary’s banker to advise beneficiary of receipt

* Delete if not applicable
If the amounts of the periodic payments vary, they should be incorporated in a schedule overleaf

Obituaries

ANDREW GARDNER
THANKS FOR ALL THE GREAT MEMORIES, COBBLER
T IS with great sadness that I
must report the passing of
Andrew Gardner after losing
his battle with cancer. Andrew, known
as ‘Cobbler’, joined British Rail as a
second man at Inverness in 1979,
after leaving school. He later became
a driver.
Andrew became active in ASLEF,
becoming an LLC rep before taking
over as Inverness branch secretary. He
was elected to the company council,
later to become secretary, and was one
of the architects of achieving DRI for
ScotRail drivers.
He stood down from the council
after more than 15 years of travelling
down from Inverness to Glasgow daily,
to start a new chapter as the first ULR –
Union Learning rep – for Scotland.
In 2016, when our annual assembly
of delegates was held in Aviemore,
Andrew was delighted to be elected as
chair of conference. Throughout his
railway career, and his ASLEF
activities, he was always available to
talk, give advice and guidance, either
in private or over a pint at the bar.
During this time, he was supported
by his wife Linda and their two sons
Edan and Eli, and I would like to pass
on the family’s thanks for the
generosity of ASLEF branches and
individuals who donated to the
Inverness branch appeal.

I

REST IN PEACE
In common with lots of other depots
and bases, due to covid restrictions we
were unable to attend the funerals of
our sadly deceased retired and active
members. The majority of these were
ex-footplate staff and therefore ex- and
active ASLEF members. To help ensure
their memory is not overlooked, I
would be grateful if you could publish a
roll call of their names in the Journal (I
apologise to the families and friends for
anyone I may have inadvertently
omitted): Derek Wright; Dick Courtney;
Don Magson; Mick ‘Ma’ Baker; Jim
Connor; Arthur Mason; Jeff Broome; A
Ramian; George Frasier; Lionel Deeley;
Dicky Rice; Brian (main line) Phillips; Bill
Thomas; George Sherbon; Moss Davies;
Ray O’Connor; Gerry Michael; Ken
Woolnough; Mo Akram; T Robinson;
Dennis Smith; Bob Hardy; P Bonnor;
Brian George; C Edge. May they all RIP.
Karl Maguire secretary of both the
Saltley and Birmingham New Street
welfare clubs

Andrew at the podium at AAD in
Aviemore in the Highlands in 2016
During his life Andrew played golf
and cricket, enjoyed family holidays,
had a passion for music and American
football, with the occasional small
glass of red wine.
Thanks for all the great memories,
Cobbler, our thoughts and
condolences are with your family at
this sad time.
Anthony Fraser Inverness 108 branch
secretary

BILL BROOKS 1936-2021

King’s Cross depot driver and RMS member
Bill Brooks has passed on. He was 84.
PJ Smith KX RMS

RON THOMAS
A GOOD LAUGH AND A
MISCHIEVOUS SMILE
It is with great
sadness that we
were informed of
the passing of one
of our retired
Epsom drivers, Ron
Thomas, aged 77,
on Saturday 22
January. He was
one of the longest
serving drivers, if
not the longest, in
the history of
Ron: a twinkle in his eye
Epsom depot.
Ron was born on 22 February 1944 at
Abercynon in the Welsh valleys. He joined the
railway around 1960 and started as an engine
cleaner at a depot near his home. In 1962 he
transferred to Old Oak Common and soon
passed as a fireman. Much of that time he lived
in the railway hostel and often spoke of the
good times he had and the friendships he
made there. Just after the end of steam, in the
late ’60s, he transferred to Epsom to gain
promotion to driver.
Ron was a dedicated railwayman with a
strong sense of tradition and union values.
There are not many who manage to achieve
over 50 years as a member of ASLEF. I was
privileged to present his 50 year medallion at
his home with his beloved wife Pat present.
Unfortunately, three years ago, Pat sadly
passed away. Ron was a family man, and will
be greatly missed by his daughters, Gail and
Lynne, and his four grandchildren, as well as
his sister Anne. Ron moved to Devizes a couple
of years ago, to be near Gail. He made a
number of new friends and was very happy in
his new home.
Through his working life and into
retirement Ron was always a good laugh to be
around and well-liked by those who knew him.
He had a twinkle in his eye and a mischievous
smile that led to many family members,
workmates and friends being on the receiving
end of his teasing.
His funeral was attended by family, friends,
and many former workmates from around the
country. His love of horse racing, gardening,
and holidays were all highlighted, all made
more special when they involved his Pat and
their family. It is almost wrong to call it a
funeral as it was a celebration of his life. Many
memories were shared, the common factor
being his happy nature. There were lots of
happy memories, along with the one time his
workmates upset him – the story of the chair
he brought to the depot for its staff to enjoy –
possibly best left for those who remember the
saga, and definitely for all those concerned in
the chair's demise.
Ron, you may be gone, but your memory
remains with all of us who had the joy of
knowing you.
Dave MacLennan and Epsom drivers
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Letters

Join the conversation! Send
your letters by email to
journal@aslef.org.uk or by
Royal Mail to the ASLEF
Journal at 77 St John Street,
Clerkenwell,
London,
EC1M 4NN

Check your contributions
Having recently retired, aged 60, from SWR
after 35 years railway service and 30-plus years
as an ASLEF member I was informed by a
retired colleague to check my NI contributions
as they might be insufficient to receive a full
state pension on reaching state pension age. I
contacted the Department for Work and
Pensions via their website and found this to be
the case. I telephoned and was told I would
need to make further contributions in order to
receive a full state pension when I reach state
pension age. This can be done by monthly
payment by direct debit or an annual lump
sum for each previous year (ie April 2023 for
2022 contributions and April 2024 for 2023
contributions). The Work & Pensions people
were incredibly helpful and fully explained my
options in order to fill the gap in contributions.
I attended a recent branch meeting, as a
retired member, and found that the possibility
of a potential NI shortfall is not common
knowledge among the membership and it was
suggested I pass this information to ASLEF so
it could be distributed to members, possibly in
the Journal, or by other means.
This issue is not exclusive to ASLEF
members but affects other railway staff due to
companies opting out via SERPS (the State
Earnings Related Pension Scheme).
Mike White Southampton Northam 160
branch (retired)
GS Mick Whelan says: ‘Thanks, Mike, for
drawing this to everyone’s attention.’

We must remember our
roots and fight to protect
our t&cs and pensions
In the past two years life has become harder
for the working-classes across the world. The
neoliberal elites have tightened their grip. The
wealthiest have become richer. Big business
has boomed. Mainstream media have
endlessly pumped out the same story month
after month. Using the same words of fear as
they did with Brexit; could, can, might, and
may. It reminds me of George Orwell’s 1984.
Tony Benn once remarked: ‘There are two ways
in which people are controlled – firstly frighten
people, then demoralise them.’
Every time working-class people assert
themselves they are dismissed as extreme
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A3 Pacific Class BR Diamond Jubilee
Here’s a photograph of a painting
depicting 60046 departing from King’s
Cross painted by top shed retired driver
Stan Danmark. Stan emigrated to
Australia in 1960; I met him about four
years ago, shortly before he passed
away. He leaves a son and grandson who
live in New South Wales and are very
good friends of mine. Sorry about the
quality of the image!
David Rollins ex-top shed Brisbane

right-wingers, racists, or white nationalists. The
Yellow Vests protesting in France are certainly
not fascist but have being branded as such.
Where is the left? Many protests across the
world have been spontaneous and without
any real leadership. The protesters haven’t
been university students but, mostly, the
working-classes, some with their families. The
forgotten millions left behind by globalism
who should be natural Labour supporters. The
left has mostly stayed silent and may become
irrelevant to millions if this continues.
The Labour Party should have demanded
the renationalisation of the gas and electricity
companies but haven’t while many Brits will
have to choose between food or heat in the
coming year.
When the private gas companies were
booming little money was reinvested into
reserve storage facilities as profits were passed
on to shareholders. But when the market went
against them these companies demanded –
and received – help from the UK government.
The Labour Party has tried to swing to the
right, believing it worked once with Tony Blair,
so it could work again. I disagree. Fatigue is
setting in for centre-left politics across the
world. Friendly societies and trade unions
fought to gain recognition and then had to
fight to be allowed to take industrial action
without fear of imprisonment or large fines.
There may be a fight coming to protect our
hard fought for conditions and pensions. We
must remember our roots.
Andy Sheehan Bournemouth branch

Ending the Putin problem
The situation in the Ukraine takes me back to
Saddam Hussein. In January 1991 I was up in
the mess room at Manchester Piccadilly, the
one tacked onto Platform 12. Various political
animals were putting the world in order when
in walked John. He was a staunch trade
unionist, socialist, and a passionate activist for
workers’ rights. I had never heard him suggest
anybody undertake a task he wouldn’t
perform himself. A fair-minded man. As he
crossed the floor to access ‘the ashtray’ – the
smoking room – one chap spoke up. ‘Now,
John, you are a deep thinker and student of
politics, what would be your answer to the

Leaving King’s Cross. Mind the flash!

problem with Saddam?’ Without breaking
stride, John just had time to answer, before
disappearing into the nicotine lounge, ‘Nuke
the ****!’ It’s moments like this which scare the
hell out of me when I think that my application
to join British Rail might have been rejected…
Mel Thorley Longsight

A glimpse that’s gone…
The picture on the cover of February’s Journal
must remind many readers how it used to be;
when you could see the countryside passing
by, and the leather strap for opening and
closing the compartment window. It also
reminds me of that lovely railway poem, From
a Railway Carriage, by Robert Louis Stevenson:
Faster than fairies, faster than witches,
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;
And charging along like troops in a battle,
All through the meadows the horses and cattle:
All of the sights of the hill and the plain
Fly as thick as driving rain;
And ever again, in the wink of an eye,
Painted stations whistle by.
Here is a child who clambers and scrambles,
All by himself and gathering brambles;
Here is a tramp who stands and gazes;
And there is the green for stringing the daisies!
Here is a cart run away in the road
Lumping along with man and load;
And here is a mill and there is a river:
Each a glimpse and gone for ever!
Thanks, ASLEF, for reminding us of those
heady days. If RLS could come back and make
a journey today he would be so disappointed
with palisade fencing and overgrown bushes
spoiling the view.
Dave Darwin, RMS Chesterfield

Look back over the years
On Wednesday 16 March I received my long
service award for 50 years on the railways. Two
years late, due to covid. The good news is that
my retirement date is set for 28 April 2023
making me 54 years completed on the
railways. I look back over the years…wow!
Be safe all.
Ralph Cooper A1 assessor Orpington

Headshunt

The food train
doesn’t stop
here anymore
HENRY RUSSELL is the author
of more than 20 books on
subjects from architecture to
Zinedine Zidane. He also has a
model railway and loves the
iron road which is why he was smitten
by a restaurant in Brno, South Moravia,
where the roast pork, goulash and
Pilsner were delivered by model trains
ESTAURANTS with gimmicks are
legion: in some places you can break
off between courses for a bout of
karaoke; in others you can play online games
with and against fellow diners; solve whodunit
mysteries performed live by actors; eat your
entire meal in darkness…in a catering context
it may be hard to think of a stone unturned, a
possibility unexplored.
Each to his or her own, but I think Vytopna
took some beating. Opened in 2009 in Brno,
the second city of the Czech Republic, this
restaurant was widely, and perhaps even
accurately, thought to be the first of its kind in
Europe: an eaterie where drinks and small food
dishes were delivered to customers’ tables by
miniature trains. I went there in 2013.

R

‘

‘It wasn’t just single-line working between
Pilsner pump and parched punter’

At dado rail height around the perimeter of
the dining area was an extensive network of
the permanent way in G scale: 45mm (1¾
inches) to the foot, almost the same as British
Gauge 1, the size of the rail network at
Bekonscot model village in Beaconsfield,
Buckinghamshire.
The layout wasn’t just single-line working
between Pilsner pump and parched punter: it
featured detour loops that enabled orders for
the most distant customers to be kept out of
the reach of anyone seated trackside en route,
no doubt for fear that booze meant for Table
10 might get hijacked by tipplers on Table 8.
Some of the serious trencherman main
courses – the place majored in burgers and
chips, but there was a reasonable range of
choice – exceeded the loading gauge, so they
were still served by the waiters and waitresses
who’d taken the orders in the first place; the
same people also collected the empties.
In the Czech Republic this theme was
franchised: two more Vytopnas in the capital,
Prague; another in Orlová, a town near the
Polish border. A similarly themed
establishment opened in Budapest, Hungary.
There were also at least two diners of the

Diners at Vytopna in
Brno had food and
drink delivered by
miniature trains

same kind in the United States, each of which
had notably different attitudes to customer
trustworthiness: The Iron Horse in Seattle,
Washington, had just two straight lines of track
and relied on diners not to interfere with other
people’s orders as they passed them (perhaps
speed was the safeguard: heavily laden trains
whizzed along at just over 12mph).
By extreme contrast, at Fritz’s in Kansas City,
Missouri, there was evidently less faith in
human nature: the track was erected at pelmet
level, distantly observable but way beyond the
clutches of anyone without a ladder. When
orders reached their destinations they were
lowered to the dining tables on what
Americans call elevators.

‘

‘Railway modelling isn’t cheap – modest
locos cost more than £1,000 second-hand’

Any trader can put a working model train in
the window and it’ll be guaranteed to turn
heads and stop traffic. Hence I thought that a
business that could make railways both an
attention-grabber and an essential feature
of the business operation would be on to a
sure-fire winner.
So I wondered why there weren’t more
restaurants in this style… or at least I did until I
started to look at the costs.
On the day it opened, the Brno branch of
Vytopna – a name that roughly translates as
‘engine shed’ – was reported to have set its
owners back just over half a million euros.
Although the breakdown of this total wasn’t
clear – maybe Moravia’s rents were higher than
Mayfair’s – railway modelling isn’t cheap and
Gauge 1 is way out in front at the top of the
range: almost nothing in this scale is massproduced; modest locomotives cost more than

£1,000 each second-hand. Gauge 1 points are
over £100 each; for the purposes of
comparison, left- and right-hand turnouts in
the two main proprietary gauges – OO (4mm
to the foot) and N (2mm to the foot) –
currently cost between £10 and £15 each;
even in O gauge (7mm to the foot) they are a
relative snip at £50 a shot.
It’s all very well to say you’ve got to
speculate to accumulate, but this is starting to
look like a big ask, and may help to explain
why railway restaurants haven’t proliferated in
the same way as sports bars.

‘

‘The relationship between fishplates and
plates of fish is not straightforward’

Post-pandemic (if indeed that’s where we
are), I’ve started to look at places to go; covid19 made even a visit to the Post Office as
challenging and intimidating as a journey up
an uncharted tropical river; maybe it’s time to
reimpose normality. The problem now is that
several companies that have bitten the dust
may mistakenly be assumed to still be in
business for no better reason than that their
websites haven’t been updated for pushing
two years.
I hoped that my Vytopna might have
beaten the rap; the internet didn’t make it
clear, but a confab with my Czech Republic
correspondent confirmed that the place had
closed down in 2018, long before the start of
the pandemic.
Perhaps if railways really are resurgent,
Vytopna-style watering holes might benefit
from their success, but I fear that the
relationship between fishplates and plates of
fish is rather less straightforward than I might
like it to be.

April 2022 l The ASLEF Journal

21

Lighting the Fire

They nailed
their banners
to the mast
PETER RIGNEY is a railway
historian, and former
industrial officer for the
Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, who wrote about
the Mallow shootings of
railwaymen in County Cork for the
Journal last year. Here he reviews a new
book about Ireland’s tumultuous
breakup with Britain 100 years ago
N EARLY 1920, the secret Irish
Republican Brotherhood met in
Dublin and set up a labour board to
increase their influence in the trade union
movement. Members were instructed to work
towards breaking the power of the Britishbased unions, with the National Union of
Railwaymen a prime target. One hundred and
forty miles south, driver Frank Dempsey, Sinn
Féin chairman of Mallow district council, was
organising a move away from the NUR. But
this move was to ASLEF.
I mention this to show that Irish politics can
be very confusing to outsiders. The Irish
Difference: A Tumultuous History of Ireland’s
Breakup with Britain by Fergal Tobin (Atlantic
Books, £18.99) was written with the object of
explaining this confusion to a British audience
(note that members of the labour board
received an Irish military pension).
The House of Commons in 1922 debated a
treaty which would mark the separation of
most of Ireland from the British body politic. It
represented a loss of territory which, in
percentage terms, was greater than that
suffered by Germany under the Treaty of
Versailles three years earlier. It also contained
the first formal mention of a Commonwealth
of Nations rather than the British Empire.

I

‘

‘It says a great deal for the power which
Ireland has, both Nationalist and Orange’

Winston Churchill, during the debate on
the treaty in the Commons, observed: ‘It says a
great deal for the power which Ireland has,
both Nationalist and Orange, to lay their hands
upon the vital strings of British life and politics,
and to hold, dominate, and convulse, year
after year, generation after generation, the
politics of this powerful country.’
Fergal Tobin is one of Ireland’s foremost
publishers and has seen many works of Irish
history from manuscript to bookshop. With
this book he has written what is, in essence, a
quirky extended essay on how Ireland
separated from the United Kingdom. It is
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aimed at the British reader who may be
wondering, a century afterwards, and in the
midst of backstops, protocols, and article 16,
how the smaller island came to exert such an
influence on the larger island.
He starts his analysis in the late Middle
Ages, but really gets into his stride with the
Reformation in the 1500s. His central
argument can be found on page 86, where
Tobin rightly states that the divide in Ireland is
not religious, in any theological sense, but that
religion is the principal ethnic marker.
He likens the situation to a Russian doll
where ‘The pan Protestant United Kingdom
could not hold on to the part of Ireland which
was overwhelmingly Catholic. It in turn could
not absorb pan Protestant Ulster. It in turn
found itself with a large disaffected minority of
Catholics within its own territory.’

‘

‘Hurling almost entirely displaced cricket as
the national stick and ball game’

While Britain has never had a census
question on religious affiliation, Ireland has
had one for more than a century, and in
contemporary Northern Ireland the census
figures on religious affiliation are awaited with
the same intensity as the Premiership results
on Saturday afternoon.
The Irish Difference does not focus on high
politics, which often moves in four or five year
cycles (think of electoral cycles or wars).
Instead Tobin deals with issues which moved
at glacial speed but which, ultimately, drive
the high politics, such as culture, land
ownership, religion, and sport.
In these areas Ireland diverged from Britain
during the 19th century when the landowning
class were expropriated with the help of the
British taxpayer. At the same time, the mass
mobility brought by the construction of the
railways caused sports to develop national
rules. Through the Gaelic Athletic Association,
Ireland developed its own code of football,
while hurling almost entirely displaced cricket
as the national stick and ball game.
This book has some flaws. It assumes some
knowledge of Irish history, with issues like the
famine of 1845-1848 flitting in and out of the
narrative with little or no introduction or
explanation. And I have issues with its class

Eamon de Valera
(centre); Michael
Collins (above); and
Fergal Tobin’s new
book about Irish
independence (left)
analysis. While the development of a class of
peasant proprietors and a national bourgeoisie
is examined in some detail, workers and their
organisations are entirely absent. This is
despite the role of workers and their unions in
the struggle for independence or the fact that
one of the fracture lines of separation has
been the waning influence of British
headquartered trade unions in the Republic of
Ireland, ASLEF being a case in point.
On the plus side, Tobin does what few
Anglophone historians do, and looks further
than these islands for parallels. He compares
English expansion in Medieval Ireland to
German colonisation of Slav populated lands
in Eastern Europe. Elsewhere he looks at the
creation of a Catholic mass movement in the
1820s and draws analogies with the creation of
the Indian Congress and the Muslim League a
century later. He compares the Anglo-Irish
landowning class to the Spanish speaking
elites of South America, and unflatteringly
describes them as creoles.

‘

‘Not the style of your average historian’

Tobin’s writing style is not that of your
average historian. For example, he describes
Joseph Biggar, an Irish Nationalist who was MP
for Cavan, and then West Cavan, and who
introduced the filibuster to the House of
Commons in the 1880s, as ‘a pain in the arse’.
Such a description would get short shrift in
academia (although it was a view probably
shared by Biggar’s fellow MPs). And his views
on Tory grandees, both historical and
contemporary, are scathing.
This book is aimed squarely at the British
reader. It sets out to analyse and inform and it
is for the reader, rather than an Irish reviewer,
to decide whether it achieves that objective.
However, and without a doubt, Tobin’s easy
style ensures it is a good read which will
entertain and possibly annoy – depending on
the reader’s views on Brexit.

Prize Crossword
Prize crossword 192 by Tom Williams

Solution to Prize Crossword 191
Across: 1 Jack Russell 7 Smut 8 Foreign 9 Nut
10 Barge 11 Pepper 13 Yes-man 16 Least
18 Mar 19 Cookery 20 Into 21 Takehome pay Down: 1 Jumble 2 Catnap
3 Rafter 4 Scrub 5 Epigram 6 Lantern
11 Polecat 12 Peacock 13 Yum-yum
14 Shrimp 15 Apathy 17 Teeth
Congratulations to Connor Mason of
Dartford, Kent, who was last month’s
winner. The winner of this month’s Prize
Crossword will receive Marks & Spencer
vouchers to the value of £25.
l You can see more of Tom Williams’s
crosswords, word games and puzzles at
wordgames.co.uk

Across:
1 Last meal of the day
7 Area of
wasteland… in
Hampstead?
8 Three-sided
percussion
instrument
9 Slug in a shell
10 Crazy
12 Hollow cylinder
13 Sodium chloride
14 Big cat
15 Track or route
17 Walled patio
19 Rainbow fish
20 Switchboard
worker
21 Sheets and
tablecloths
22 Bull zodiac sign

Down:
1 Silky fabric
2 A steeplechase
(5-2-5)
3 Jamaican music
4 Checkmate board
game
5 Quite insane
(3,2,1,6)
6 Alpine hut
11 Earth’s light
source
13 Pig pen
14 Small
15 Mum or dad
16 Fruit kernel
18 Mends with
weaving stitches

Name......................................................................
Address..................................................................
..................................................................................
...................................................................................
...................................................................................
...................................................................................
Postcode................................................................

If you successfully complete this month’s Prize Crossword please send the solution by post to the
Editor, ASLEF Journal, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN (or take a photo on your
mobile phone of the grid and send the image to journal@aslef.org.uk) by Friday 15 April

ASLEF’s legal services
Have you been sacked, or are in trouble at work, and cannot get hold of
your branch secretary, local representative or District Organiser in an
emergency? Call our industrial relations department on 020 7324 2400
(9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday or 9am to 4pm on Friday) or leave a
message on the answer service, or email info@aslef.org.uk with a subject
heading of ‘For the attention of the
industrial relations dept’.

Changed your address? Please let us know! Just fill in this form or go online
Name.....................................................................................................................................................
Address.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................
Postcode ...................................................Telephone.....................................................................
Branch.........................................................................Membership No.........................................
Please return coupon to: ASLEF, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

On Track

What’s in
the name?
ULIET – well,
William
Shakespeare,
but he put the words in
her mouth during the
balcony scene in The
At daggers
Tragedy of Romeo and
drawn: a rose
Juliet – famously muses,
by any other
‘What’s in a name? That
name...
which we call a rose | By
any other name would smell as sweet’.
Most people would probably agree;
whatever word we choose to use to
describe this perennial flowering plant
does not change how it looks or smells.
There is, though, text and sub-text.
What is said and what is meant. And why
a particular word is used. As Lewis
Carroll wonders in Through the LookingGlass. ‘Must a name mean something?’
Alice asks Humpty Dumpty. ‘When I use
a word,’ he replies in rather a scornful
tone, ‘It means just what I choose it to
mean – neither more nor less.’
When, in the Journal, we reviewed a
volume of verse by Volha Hapeyeva,
who was born in Minsk and writes not in
Russian, but in Belarusian, we pointed
out that the language you use can be a
highly charged political act.
The power of words has been thrown
into sharp focus by the war in Eastern
Europe. Nick Robinson, presenting
Today, the BBC’s flagship current affairs
programme on Radio 4, stopped using
‘Kiev’ – with two syllables, as in ‘chicken
Kiev’ – the Russian pronunciation and a
transliteration from the Cyrillic alphabet,
and called the city ‘Kyf’, with one syllable,
and spelling it ‘Kyiv’, a transliteration of
the Ukrainian. It was a political
statement as one usage implies Russian
hegemony, the other independence.
Ditto the use of the definite article.
Referring to the country as ‘the Ukraine’
implies it is part of Russia – as it has been
for centuries – while referring to the
country as ‘Ukraine’ endorses its status,
since 1991, as an independent nation.
Which, referencing Marc Bolan, and
the penultimate track on the first
Tyrannosaurus Rex album My People
Were Fair and Had Sky in Their Hair…But
Now They’re Content to Wear Stars on
Their Brows, rather than William
Shakespeare, reminds us that: ‘Wielder
of words is steeped | within traditional
verbs | and curiously a dented top hat |
discovered in the moonlit laundromat…’

J

Keith Richmond
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There has never
been a more
important time
to join a trade
union.

When a group of workers
act and speak together, their
employer has to listen. That’s how
unions make things better at work.

Nearly 5.5 million people are in a union. Many
have been on the frontline during the pandemic, from our
brilliant NHS workers to retail staff and care workers.

Unions protect jobs, stop people being treated unfairly
and make workplaces safer. During the pandemic that’s
been more important than ever.

“My trade union stands
between me and an
uncertain future.”
Key worker, Liverpool

ndyourunion.tuc.org.uk

