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Jim Ring rediscovers the armoured trains that defended East
Anglia during two world wars; Fraser Massey hums a few
railway love songs for Valentine’s Day; what, Henry Russell
wonders, is in a locomotive’s name; and Bernard Richards
reveals how DH Lawrence got to Garsington from Wheatley

Beneath us, the carriage wheels moan 
on their winter-wet, wind-polished rails,

but the train hurries on, hurries on



railway enginemen’s tax free saver plans

Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.
Incorporated under the Friendly Societies Act 1992

tax free savings plans
for anyone who
works on the railways...
we don’t mean just train drivers..!
tax free policies from 70p per day, £5 per week
and £20 per month 

@RailwayEnginemens

for further information call us on freephone 0800 328 9140
visit our website at www.enginemens.co.uk

or write to us at Railway Enginemen's Assurance Society Limited, 
727 Washwood Heath Road, Birmingham, B8 2LE
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A culture of lies
belittles the office
of Prime Minister

MONTH on and partygate is still on the front pages of all the
national papers and the main topic of discussion on all the early
morning news programmes and any political show of note. As

one wag said, why doesn’t he ask Carrie if it was a party? After all, she was
sitting next to him, drinking a gin and tonic! We watch minister after
minister seek to defend the Prime Minister while he himself has gone into
hiding, shielding outside once more his own covid rules. This is not about
political points scoring; this is about the whole country being treated with
contempt with, clearly, one rule for some, and one for the rest of us. 

Boris Johnson and his chums broke the rules – and the law – and
partied like there was no tomorrow whilst those who abided by the rules,
and guidance, for the greater good, were not with their loved ones when
they died or able to go to their funerals. All those who followed the rules
and could not visit relatives or friends in care, or in hospital, all those who
as key workers – like train drivers – went to work and put others first whilst
fridges were bought to keep the Downing Street party wine nicely chilled
– and suitcases brought out to wheel in extra supplies of party booze –
are, understandably, furious about the frolics in Downing Street.

The truth is that Boris Johnson’s culture of lies and arrogance belittles
the greatest office in the land. There has scarcely been a statement or
speech by the Prime Minister, made in or out of Parliament, which, when
fact checked, has turned out to be accurate; in many cases they have been,
deliberately and misleadingly, false. In the past, if you misled Parliament
you stood down; if you were caught misleading the country then your
own party, never mind the opposition, would demand your head. 

What we expected, and what we are seeing, is the ultimate in deflection
– a series of contentious announcements to get the actions of the PM out
of the news – the sonic cannons to send immigrants back crossing the
Channel, the defenestration of the BBC, and voter ID costing millions of
pounds when there is no problem in the UK but will disenfranchise
millions in future. Would it not have been better not to write off the 
£4.3 billion of fraud for covid services and get that back? And investigate
the illegal VIP fast lane for the provision of PPE or the £37 billion wasted
on the failed track and trace system? 

Before Christmas, because of government policy, footfall on Britain’s
railways had fallen off a cliff, revenue had dropped to 40% of pre-
pandemic levels, and the industry advised us that they would be reducing
timetables, as they had done previously. Imagine, then, our surprise when
the public statements of some train operators put the timetable changes
down to the non-availability of staff. This is even odder when we have
reports of certain operators removing all covid measures but then asking
us for flexibility. Operators not undertaking safe training, and introducing
unagreed rosters, or failing to adjust diagrams, we are dealing with these
as necessary and as they come up. One company said they could not put
safe diagrams in place as their roster department – who were working
from home – were too busy! There are obviously companies which are
happy to have less safe working practices in place and I wonder what the
regulator is going to do about this? And, if the regulator doesn’t, don’t
worry, because we will. Please be safe…

Yours fraternally,
Mick Whelan, general secretary, ASLEF
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Monday’s Yorkshire Post: ‘15 years of
rail chaos for North’

#TomorrowsPapersToday
Allie Hodgkins-Brown BBC
@AllieHBNews

#Rail is central to addressing crippling
regional inequality and building a

#NetZero transport system that’s both
affordable and convenient.
@TanDhesi

You don’t hear much about the Brexit
Opportunities Unit these days

Jim Pickard Finanical Times @PickardJE

If gay marriage bill takes sex out of
marriage could a sister marry a sister

to avoid inheritance tax?
@NadineDorries

I have dragged my sorry ass across
this earth for 64 years, only to find

this woman [Nadine Dorries] appointed
Secretary of State for Culture.
@Robert_Harris
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TWEETS OF THE MONTH

QUOTE…
‘One issue will upend politics in 2022 –
the cost of living’ – Aditya
Chakrabortty The Guardian

…UNQUOTE

3.8% – a fare rise to drive 
passengers off the railway

ICK Whelan, ASLEF’s
general secretary,
has blasted as

‘brutal’ the price rise for
passengers on Britain’s
railway network this year. The
increase – which pushes up
regulated fares by 3.8% – was
announced last year but
comes into effect next month.
It is the biggest price hike for
nine years.

‘To push up prices for
passengers by 3.8% as we try
to deal with a dramatic fall in
passenger numbers, as a
result of the pandemic, is
stupid,’ said Mick. ‘Unless this
government is deliberately
trying to wreck our railways,
do its best to ensure that
people stay at home, or force
more people onto our
crowded and polluting roads.

M

Because this brutal rise will
put people off travelling
when we need to encourage
passengers back onto trains –
to get to work, to go on
holiday, or just to get out for a

Mick: ‘We need to encourage
passengers back onto trains’

day somewhere around our
beautiful country.

‘The railway is
environmentally friendly – it’s
the green transport solution
of the future – and everyone
in our industry has worked
hard to ensure that it is,
during the covid crisis, a safe
way to travel.’

The SNP government is
putting up fares in Scotland
by 3.8%, too. Kevin Lindsay,
ASLEF’s organiser in Scotland,
said: ‘At a time when we
should be getting Scotland
back on track, the Scottish
government has increased
fares. Scotland cannot meet
its environmental obligations
without a world class rail
service that shifts people and
goods from cars and lorries
onto trains. If we are to shift
people from road to rail we
need a service that is fully
staffed, with affordable fares,
stations that are accessible,
and trains that are clean,
green and attractive.’

Freight is great

LORDS BLOCK ANTI-PROTEST BILL
ASLEF has welcomed a series of government
defeats in the House of Lords for Priti Patel’s
controversial bid to outlaw protests she deems
‘disruptive’. ‘They lost 14 votes,’ said Mark
D’Arcy on BBC Radio 4. ‘It was a drubbing.’

BUY A TICKET AT THE CORNER SHOP
Transport for Wales passengers in the South
Wales Metro area can buy a train ticket at 90
convenience stores in a pilot scheme which
began on Monday 24 January.

GS Mick Whelan presented Tom Leonard with
his 50 years medallion in Portsmouth on
Friday 26 November. Congratulations, Tom!

From left:
Tom, Dan,
Danny,
Nigel,
Barry, Paul
Jackson,
Nathan,
and ‘Tall
Paul’
Hanley

Nigel Gibson, District 5 Organiser,
and lead officer for Freightliner
Heavy Haul, Freightliner Intermodal,
and GB Railfreight, and Barry Hare,
GBRf company council secretary,
joined Danny Amner and Paul
Jackson in taking newly-elected reps
Tom Stewart, Dan Nicholls, Nathan
Behan, and Paul Hanley through an
introduction to being an ASLEF rep.

RDG plans not agreed
The Rail Delivery Group has published
proposals – including what it describes as ‘a
new voluntary severance scheme for rail
employees’ – as part of its response to the
post-pandemic challenges that face our
industry. GS Mick Whelan has made it clear:
‘Nothing has been agreed.’ The plans are
unlikely to affect ASLEF members as train
companies do not employ enough drivers to
provide the services they have promised to
deliver – and have to rely on voluntary rest day
working – and 2,000 drivers are due to retire
over the next five years, anyway.

Meetings in person
In light of the increase in covid-19 infections
ASLEF’s executive committee has re-assessed the
requirements for quarterly branch meetings to
meet physically and has decided that these
meetings can be held virtually if the branch feels
this is necessary. The EC will continue to review
the situation with regard to holding meetings for
other ASLEF committees and district councils
and will provide advice accordingly.

Deceased driver’s collection of
mainly ASLEF items for sale. Special
plates in original boxes with
certificates, badges, banners, mugs,
etc. For details contact Bob Kent on
0117 961 2075 or 07972 474402.

50 years on the line
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GHISLAINE MAXWELL was found guilty in a
Manhattan court on Wednesday 29
December on five of six counts relating to
her role in the sexual abuse by her boyfriend
– the convicted paedophile Jeffrey Epstein –
of underage girls for ten years between 1994
and 2004. Ghislaine, now 60, was convicted

on five federal charges – sex trafficking of a minor,
transporting a minor with the intent to engage in criminal
sexual activity, and three related counts of conspiracy – and
faces up to 65 years in jail. The fact that her brothers, Kevin
and Ian, continue to claim, in the face of all the evidence,
that she is innocent of the charges and is not, to use an old-
fashioned term, a bawd, comes as no surprise to those who
worked for their father Robert Maxwell when he owned
three national newspapers – the Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror,
and Sunday People – and the Daily Record and Sunday Mail
in Scotland as well as the academic publisher Pergamon
Press in Oxford. But then the boys, ever loyal, always
claimed that their father – a liar and a crook who plundered
his employees’ pension fund which he regarded as his own
personal piggy bank – was innocent, too.

BEN WALLACE, the Secretary of State for
Defence who, in a previous life, served for
nine years in the Scots Guards, and was
mentioned in dispatches, cannot disguise
the contempt he feels for Dominic Raab
who, as Foreign Secretary, sipped cocktails
on his verandah on holiday in Crete as
Kabul fell to the Taliban, and his irritation

with a Prime Minister who ordered diplomats in
Afghanistan to prioritise Paul ‘Pen’ Farthing’s 170 pet dogs
over people who helped the Allied war effort or spoke up
for women’s rights. ‘The Foreign Office needs a cutting edge,’
Wallace pointedly told the Sunday Times. ‘There was a lot of
denial about Afghanistan. Parts of the diplomatic corps
thought it was all going swimmingly well and I just said,
“Look, the game is up and we need to start moving”.’

JULIA DONALDSON, author of The
Gruffalo, and former children’s laureate,
confesses that the words we write are
sometimes open to misinterpretation.
She changed a couple of lines, from the
children’s classic Superworm, after a
delicate conversation with her long-term
editor, Alison Green, who pointed out
that the opening couplet – ‘Superworm

is long and pink | Superworm can grow and shrink’ – might
provoke unfortunate sniggers from mum and dad.
Rewritten, the lines appeared as: ‘Superworm is super-long |
Superworm is super-strong.’ Relief all round…

JIM RING, whose article appears on the
centre-spread of this month’s edition of the
Journal, emailed about his work in progress:
‘I have spent an entertaining afternoon in
the British Library reading about armoured
trains. I particularly enjoyed the World War II
story about the 40 men of the Tank
Regiment despatched on their train from

Yorkshire to Inverness. Only to be told that their train was
actually supposed to be going to Norwich…’ 

Off the Rails

QUOTE…
‘Rail should be seen, and functioning,
as the backbone of the UK’ – Elaine
Seagriff Great British Railways
transition team

…UNQUOTE

CONFERENCES & RALLIES
The Labour North conference is at Newcastle University on Saturday
26 and Sunday 27 February. International Women’s Day is Tuesday 
8 March. The Labour Party women’s conference is at the International
Centre, Telford, on Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 March. ASLEF’s annual
assembly of delegates is at the Highcliff Marriott Hotel in
Bournemouth from Monday 16 to Friday 20 May. The Wales Trades
Union Congress is at the Venue Cymru in Llandudno from Tuesday 
24 to Thursday 26 May. The Tolpuddle Martyrs’ festival is from Friday
15 to Sunday 17 July at Tolpuddle, near Dorchester, in Dorset. The
154th Trades Union Congress is at the Brighton Centre from Sunday
11 to Wednesday 14 September. The Labour Party conference is at the
Arena & Convention Centre in Liverpool from Saturday 24 to
Wednesday 28 September.

500 CLUB: Dennis Connolly, with number 249, won the January draw,
scooping the Retired Members’ Section jackpot of £512.

Within a month
Boris was bored

ORIS
Johnson,
who has

never been able to
honestly earn as
much as he would
like to spend,
quickly got bored
with his day job,
according to his
former BF Dominic
Cummings.

Two years ago, in
2020, just a couple
of months after his
general election
victory in December
2019, the PM called
Cummings into his
office and said:
‘Dom, I want to run
something by you.
Do you think it’s OK
if I spend a lot of
time writing my
Shakepeare book?’

Cummings: ‘What
do you mean?’

Johnson: ‘This
f*cking divorce, very
expensive. And this
job. It’s like getting

up every morning
pulling a 747 down
the runway. [Pause]. I
love writing. I love it.
I want to write my
Shakespeare book.’

‘You get the idea,’
says the Dom.
‘Within a month of
the election he was
bored with the PM
job and wanted to
get back to what he
loves – while shaking
down the publishers
for some extra cash.’

A school report
written in April 1982
by Martin
Hammond, a
housemaster and
Classics teacher at
Eton, sheds a lot of

light on a pupil who,
40 years later, still
struggles to manage
his barnet, as well as
everything else
mentioned here:

‘Boris really has
adopted a
disgracefully
cavalier attitude to
his classical studies.
He seems affronted
when criticised for
what amounts to a
gross failure of
responsibility and
surprised, at the
same time, that he
was not appointed
Captain of School for
the next half. I think
he honestly believes
that it is churlish of
us not to regard him
as an exception, one
who should be free
of the network of
obligation which
binds everyone else.’

B

Alexander
Boris de
Pfeffel
Johnson:
‘Being PM is
like pulling a
747 down
the runway’



QUOTE…
‘Few have made the transition from
COP to flop with such outstanding
speed as Boris Johnson. He’s gone,
in a few weeks, from hobnobbing
with world leaders to dead man
walking’ – Vladimir McTavish
Scottish Left Review

…UNQUOTE

QUOTE…
‘If we had to mark the precise moment when this country finally
disappeared up its own digestive tract, it was the day when
Anthony Blair became a Knight of the Garter’ – 
Peter Hitchens Mail on Sunday

…UNQUOTE

News
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Invest in rail
RANSPORT expert Christian Wolmar
has slammed the Tory government
for its handling of Britain’s railway

industry as the country tries to emerge from
the covid-19 pandemic. In an opinion piece in
The Guardian on Monday 10 January, under
the headline ‘UK railways are heading into a
perfect storm – now is the time to nationalise
them’ he argued that train ‘services are an
essential part of the nation’s fabric, but still
ministers fixate on cutting costs over providing
a service’.

He wrote: ‘This is not quite the existential
crisis rail faced in the aftermath of the
extensive Beeching cuts to the network in the
mid-1960s, but that’s cold comfort. There is a
considerable risk that services are going to
deteriorate massively in 2022, sending the
sector into the kind of downward spiral last
experienced in the 1970s and 1980s.

‘Passengers may well be paying higher
fares for fewer and more crowded trains,
departing from stations stripped of staff. That
will push more people into using cars, but also
undermine the government’s “levelling up”
promise, since poorer people are far more
dependent on public transport.’

Christian, 72, knows his stuff. As well as
covering transport as a journalist for The
Independent and The Observer, and writing a

fortnightly column in Rail magazine since
1994, he has written a string of books about
the railway industry.

He concludes: ‘Railways have always been a
catalyst of economic growth and prosperity,
but politicians throughout history have often
failed to recognise this. Some are commercially
successful, some aren’t. So what? No one ever
asks why the B-road to Nether Hopping should
be kept open even though few cars use it on a
daily basis. ‘A properly funded, properly
configured, railway would cost a lot of money
over the next few years until passenger
numbers recover, but railways are more than
trains and tracks: they are an essential part of
the fabric of the country. There is a moral case

Christian
Wolmar at
London’s St
Pancras
station and
ASLEF’s
campaign
logo

here, and politically the opportunity to make a
popular case for a publicly owned, integrated
railway. Labour should take it.’

T

Porridge, pets & star jumps 
the answer to sky-high bills
Ovo, one of the United Kingdom’s big three energy suppliers, was
forced into a humiliating U-turn after telling customers
complaining about soaring gas and electricity bills – set to rise
£2,000 this year – to eat a hearty bowl of porridge, do a few star
jumps, and cuddle your pet.

The company’s SSE Energy Services brand was hammered after
sending an email to customers offering ‘simple, exciting, and
cost-effective ways’ to save on heating bills ‘and keep warm this
winter’. The firm’s ‘top ten tips’ include ‘leaving the oven door
open after cooking’, ‘sticking to non-alcoholic drinks’, and having
‘a cuddle with your pets to help stay cosy’. 

Ovo urged customers facing a ‘cost of living catastrophe’ to ‘get
moving’ by ‘challenging the kids to a hula hoop contest’. After
MPs called the advice ‘insulting’, ‘offensive’ and ‘clown-like’,
Stephen Fitzpatrick, Ovo’s hapless chief executive, blamed a ‘bad
day’ at the office for the advice. ‘We’re a large company and
somebody had a bad day,’ he moaned.

Then, to cap a great week, he announced on Thursday 13
January that he was sacking 1,700 of the company’s 6,200
workers ‘to strengthen and simplify the business’ – a euphemism
for ‘making more money for shareholders’.

RICHARD LONG
SOMEONE SPECIAL
I wish to report the sad news of
Richard Long’s passing. He was
something special in our railway
family, and had fingers in many
pies. When we first met he was in
the lobby at Ashford, a passed
fireman, then he was working
with the BRSA sports department,
arranging our fishing
competitions, not only local but,
over the years, all over the
country. His grandfathers were
both station masters so they were
quite a railway family. 

He became a spare foreman
before becoming full-time
foreman at Ashford, where he
virtually ran the railway club with
his wife. He was also a JP. Busy
man! Rest in peace, Richard. Our
thoughts are with his wife and
family at this sad time.
Dave Weddle Tonbridge RMS

TWO CENTURIES OF RAIL
The Stockton & Darlington Railway is planning a range of events
to celebrate its 200th anniversary – and mark the day, Tuesday 
27 September 1825, when Britain, and the world, entered the
railway age – which will include a recreation, using a replica of
Locomotion No 1, of that famous first journey from Witton Park
via Shildon and Darlington to Stockton.

Badge of honour: Hither Green
OFs pay tribute to Just William

The next Hither Green reunion
will be held on Wednesday 4
May at the Richmal Crompton
(a Wetherspoons pub) opposite
Bromley South station starting
at 11am. All (well, nearly all)
welcome. It coincides with the
loss of the eight hour day 40
years ago. So see you there!
Ray Cooper Hither Green RMS

One over
the eight
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QUOTE…
‘Those who stormed this Capitol, and those who instigated this
incidence in Washington, held a dagger at the throat of
America and American democracy’ – Joe Biden

…UNQUOTE

Going over to
the Dark Side

RIVER stood
before the
72 and tried

to stay calm. Their
menacing authority
radiated out across
the stark room. They
were the chosen. The
elite. The best there
was. They were
selected for their
ability to deal with
any situation in a
calm and informed
manner. They never
made mistakes. Not
one of them had ever

done anything
wrong. Oh, no. Not at
all. No sirree! There
had been a time, in
the dim and distant
past, when Driver
had believed he
might one day join
their ranks, become
part of the inner
sanctum, and maybe
even rise above
them. That was
laughable now and
Driver smirked at the
naïveté of youth. 

‘You’ve become a

problem driver,
Driver!’ He was
snapped from his
revelry by a nasal
voice. Driver raised
his one good eye to
their impassive faces.
He knew he worried
them. His
unconventional ways
made them panic
and his appearance
was somewhat
dishevelled in a fat,
yet sexy, way. He
didn’t tick the boxes
and refused to play
by the rule book but
he got the job done.
Okay, he knew he

was a little ‘different’,
that his attitude was
not what they
wanted. He knew
that some of his
contemporaries
found him
intimidating and that
his incredible good
looks and rapier-like
intelligence made
him a marked man. 

So he squared his
massive shoulders
which made his man
titties wobble
enticingly and
prepared to deliver
the verbal dressing
down he had

rehearsed. But, just as
he opened his mouth
to speak, the
Supreme One cut
him off. 

‘We’ll thank you
for your time, Driver,
and please leave us
now so we can take
time to ponder in
which way we would
like to deal with this

TONY WOOD, a train driver for 25 years,
and a member of ASLEF for all that time,
is also an author and a passionate
skateboarder. His first story about ‘a
semi-fictitious character called Driver’
appeared in the October Journal with a
second piece in January. Here’s his third
yarn about the Driver you might know

Kenny’s last retirement shunt
Ken Austin started on the railway on
14 August 1989 as a leading rail
man, getting promoted first to
senior rail man and then to rail
operator 2. He then got his dream
job as a shunt driver at the Port of
Felixstowe driving 08 Pilots and
Class 66s. On Friday 24 December
Ken had his last day on the railway
and was overwhelmed with his
colleagues’ gifts and cards. For
which he would like, once again, to
thank everyone. At our first branch
meeting of the year on Sunday 9
January branch chair Mark Mulley
presented Ken with his retirement
certificate in front of a good turn out
of colleagues from Freightliner
Felixstowe and Ipswich. Have a great
retirement, Kenny, and don’t drink
too much whisky. 
Lee Barber Ipswich 109 branch
secretary

Branch chair Mark Mulley
gives Kenny a big hand

Which hat will he be wearing?
Chris Gibb was appointed as the head of Scottish Rail Holdings in
December as part of a plan to bring the service back into public
ownership. But Gibb is also the owner of CLGR Ltd – a ‘provider of rail
consultancy services, owned by my family’. Kevin Lindsay, ASLEF’s
organiser in Scotland, told John Ferguson, political editor of the Sunday
Mail: ‘I question why ScotRail needs a chief operating officer (Joanne
Maguire), a managing director (Alex Hynes) and a chief executive officer
(Chris Gibb) all on six figure salaries and all being paid for by the public
purse. Regardless of whether Mr Gibb has his family business I don’t
know why these roles are needed – especially when ScotRail has just
increased fares higher than at any time in the last five years.’

AMEY FINED
Amey Rail has been fined £600,000 for
health & safety failings during work on
the Midland main line at Market
Harborough station in October 2018.

In the red
ASLEF’s  Retired
Members’ Section
has produced a new
badge ‘particularly
for our retired
members, but
available to all ASLEF
members,’ says RMS
chair Bill Dale. Two
versions – red and
silver – price £5 (£6
with fob). Key fob
only (no badge)
£2. Prices include
p&p. Call Bill (07796
132399) for more

Tony Wood dreams up another adventure for Driver

News

particular incident.’ 
‘Okay,’ growled the

battle-scarred
veteran before
thanking them for
their time and
backing slowly out of
the chamber. He
would tell stories of
this day for many a
year to come. Of how
he tore into them,
how he twisted them
into panicking knots
of anxiety, and how
they begged him to
join the Dark Side… 

l Procrastiskate by Tony Wood (Stour
Valley Publishing, £7.99) is available from
www.shookbop.com 

information. Send a
cheque to PJ Smith, 
6 Devonia Gardens,
London, N18 1AF
payable to ‘ASLEF
RMS 500 Club’ or by
BACS to account
ASLEF RMS 500 Club;
sort code 60-83-01;

account number
20201193.

Badge of courage in
red or silver versions

D
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QUOTE…
‘We’re seeing the political equivalent of
Johnson and Shapps running round in
circles, yelling “Don’t panic! Don’t panic!”
for this is surely the most lamentable kind
of Corporal Jones policy-making and
communication’ – Nigel Harris Rail

…UNQUOTE

Ride on cowboy
ORY politicians –
especially Conservative
Prime Ministers – can

usually rely on the support of
most of the national
newspapers. That’s why they
realise ‘it’s all going a bit Pete
Tong’ when the right-wing
reptiles turn on them.

Boris Johnson has carefully
cultivated fellow hacks all his
adult life. He was a journalist
himself – trainee reporter on The
Times, Brussels correspondent of
the Daily Telegraph, and editor of
The Spectator – before becoming
an MP in 2001.

Thus the recent coruscating
criticism in the papers whose
support – often more like
fawning adoration – he has
basked in, and taken for granted,

for many years hurts.
It’s even worse, say Downing

Street insiders, for a chap who
has always liked to be seen as ‘a
bit of a card’ when the
columnists and cartoonists start
laughing at him rather than with
him. This cartoon by Christian
Adams filling half a page of the
Evening Standard on Wednesday
5 January is a case in point. It
shows the PM in a first class
carriage of a Southern
commuter service bawling out
‘Let’s ride it out!’ 

It’s a pun, of course. An
instruction to the train driver to
‘ride on out’ – shades of the
wagon train in all those
Westerns – as an echo of the
PM’s exhortation to cabinet,
Parliament, and country to ‘ride

out’ the pandemic. The
punchline is the notice dangling
from the driver’s cab. Which
reads: ‘No driver due to covid’.

Poignant cartoon which got
an, um, positive response from

Standard readers – most of
whom are commuters, many of
them travelling on services
provided by Southern – but Boris
Johnson didn’t find it funny. But
then the joke’s on him…

Christian Adams’ work has graced the pages of The Observer, Evening
Standard, and Daily Telegraph but this one won’t be hanging on the
wall in Downing Street any time soon

T

TfL: Death by a
thousand cuts
Unions representing transport workers in
London condemned the government’s latest
short-term funding package for Transport for
London as ‘effectively forcing the capital’s
population to pay for the pandemic’.

TfL’s income collapsed at the beginning of
the pandemic, and has not yet recovered, so it
has had to rely on help from the Department
for Transport to continue to operate. But, once
again, the sum of money offered is well below
what is needed to keep the capital’s transport
network operating. 

GS Mick Whelan said: ‘This government is
playing political football with the economy –
and the future – of all Londoners at the time of
a mass pandemic and that is unconscionable.
Those key workers who have put themselves
at risk for the greater good are now living with
continual uncertainty and mental stress. Those
seeking to create confidence and future
employment will be deterred. It is time for a
long-term settlement to give Londoners real
hope and those who want to visit and work in
our capital city confidence as part of a real
recovery.’ DO8 Finn Brennan added: ‘It
amounts to death by a thousand cuts.’

Hitachi and Alstom to build HS2 trains
Hitachi and Alstom, who put in a joint
venture bid, have won a £2 billion contract to
build a fleet of 54 fully electric trains,
running at up to 225mph, on HS2. Work on
the new rolling stock – which will be built
using Japanese Shinkansen bullet train
technology, as well as experience gained
building the Italian ETR1000 – will be shared
between Hitachi Rail’s site at Newton Aycliffe
in County Durham and Alstom’s factory at
Litchurch Lane in Derby.

The companies claim the trains ‘will be
among the fastest, quietest, and most
energy-efficient’ high-speed trains operating
anywhere in the world. Each train will be
200m long, but it will be possible to couple
units together to create a 400m train with
1,100 seats.

The first train is scheduled to roll off the
production line in 2027 and, after testing, to
be carrying its first passengers in 2029. The
Hitachi/Alstom joint venture has also

negotiated a 12 year maintenance contract
at a depot being built at Washwood Heath on
the outskirts of Birmingham, which could be
extended to cover the estimated 35 year
working life of the rolling stock.

Oops! Either HS2 hopes to have a much more
diverse driver roster (young and female) or the
high-speed but not-so-bright graphic designer
doesn’t know the difference between a
passenger door and the driver’s cab

ENGINEERING DEPOT OPENS FOR BUSINESS
A new £33 million engineering depot at Cadder,
between Bishopbriggs and Lenzie, which can
accommodate six HSTs, opened just before Christmas.
The site was chosen for its proximity to both Glasgow
Queen Street and Edinburgh Waverley where 80% of
inter-city services start or finish.

XR6 ACQUITTED AFTER DLR PROTEST
Six Extinction Rebellion activists who stopped a
Docklands Light Railway train at Canary Wharf on 25
April 2019 were found not guilty of obstructing trains or
carriages on the railway at the Inner London crown
court in December. They convinced the jury that their
action was ‘a lawful response to imminent climate
breakdown and ecological collapse’.

GREEN LIGHT FOR STATION
Work has begun on a new £80
million three-platform station at
Headbolt Lane, Kirkby, for Merseyrail
services as well as Northern trains
from Manchester and Wigan. Steve
Rotheram, metro mayor of the
Liverpool city region, said: ‘This is one
step on a journey to deliver a
London-style transport system that
will make getting around our region
quick, cheap, and reliable.’ Merseyrail
MD Andy Heath added: ‘Expanding
the network means that more people
from more of our communities can
choose to travel by train.’
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

To ______________________________ Bank 

Address ______________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 BANK BRANCH TITLE (NOT ADDRESS) SORTING CODE NO. 

Please pay Unity Trust Bank Birmingham 08-60-01 
 

 BENEFICIARY’S NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER 

For the credit of ASLEF RMS 500 CLUB ACCOUNT 2 0 2 0 1 1 9 3 
 

 AMOUNT IN FIGURES AMOUNT IN WORDS 

The sum of £  

 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF FIRST PAYMENT  DUE DATE AND FREQUENCY 

Commencing  £ and thereafter every 1ST OF EVERY MONTH 
 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF LAST PAYMENT  
*Until  
Quoting the 
reference 

 £ *Until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 
and debit my/our account accordingly  

Please cancel any previous standing order or direct debit in favour of the beneficiary named above 

 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED ACCOUNT NUMBER 
          

 

Signature(s) ________________________________________ Date  __________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 

Note: The Bank will not undertake to: (i) make any reference to Value Added Tax or other indeterminate element 
 (ii) advise payer’s address to beneficiary 
 (iii) advise beneficiary of inability to pay 
 (iv) request beneficiary’s banker to advise beneficiary of receipt 
   
* Delete if not applicable   
If the amounts of the periodic payments vary, they should be incorporated in a schedule overleaf 

 

60-83-01

ASLEF RMS 500 Club
application form 

Name.....................................................................

Address.................................................................

................................................................................. 

..................................................................................

................................................................................. 

Postcode...............................................................

Telephone............................................................

..................................................................................

email......................................................................

..................................................................................

Each number costs £4. You can
purchase as many numbers as you like.
I confirm that I wish to purchase ____
numbers as part of the 500 Club. 

(A) I have set up my standing order (£48
per annum or £4 per month) 

(B) I enclose a cheque for advance
payment (£48 per annum). 

Delete (A) or (B) accordingly.

Signed..................................................................

Date............................................

Please return this coupon to: 
Peter Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 
6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF
and the standing order mandate
(right) to your bank (or via your
internet bank)

Colleagues

The 500 Club is a fundraising venture for ASLEF’s Retired Members’ Section. 

Conditions of Membership: Only retired and working members of ASLEF, including district councils and branches,
plus permanent staff employed by ASLEF, can make an application to join the RMS 500 Club. The application form
and standing order form can only be completed and submitted by the ASLEF member, or staff member.

Numbers in the draw cost £4 each per month. To begin making payments into club funds, all you have to do is
complete the standing order form and return it to your bank. Alternatively, you can pay by cheque a year in
advance; the cheque should be made payable to ASLEF RMS 500 Club. Payments need to reach the club account
by 1st of every month and the draw takes place on 12th of every month – with the winning number, name, and
prize printed on page 5 of the ASLEF Journal. Once you have arranged your method of payment just complete the
form and return it to Peter J Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF.

The Retired Members’ Section committee would like to thank you for your support and wish you luck in the draw! 

Yours fraternally, Peter J Smith, treasurer, ASLEF Retired Members’ Section 500 Club

The ASLEF RMS 500 Club
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Pensions

EC5 HOWARD KAYE, a new
trustee director of the
Railways Pension Scheme, is
in no doubt. Pensions are
not a gift from God but a
train driver’s deferred

wages. And, as the sharks – well, the
TOCs and FOCs and the DfT – start to
circle, he tells KEITH RICHMOND how
ASLEF is determined to defend your
dignity in retirement

RAIN drivers, typically, aren’t
interested in pensions – and,
particularly, their own pension pot –

until they hit 50 and can see retirement on the
– albeit distant – horizon. In common with
workers in many other industries, when you’re
in your teens and twenties retirement seems a
long way off and pensions are not uppermost
in your mind. But Howard Kaye, executive
committee member for District 5, and, since
the end of last year, a trustee director of the
Railways Pension Scheme, got in early.

‘The best decision I ever made’

‘When I was 16 I had zero interest in
pensions, but it was the best thing I ever did. It
was an unconscious decision, really, but very
valid – and the best decision I ever made.
Don’t think of it as a pension, think of it as
deferred salary, because that is what it is. You
put a little bit aside every week to ensure
dignity  – financial dignity – in old age.’

Howard, a member of King’s Cross branch,
has been a train driver all his working life. He
was born and brought up in Leeds, and retains
his Yorkshire accent, even though he has lived
at Farnham in Surrey for the last 18 years. He
drives for LNER, on the east coast main line,
and has always been active in the union. 

‘I’ve been on the footplate all my working
life – it’s 42 years since I started as a driver’s
assistant in 1979 – and I’ve always been a

member of ASLEF. It was a closed shop when I
joined the railway but I would have joined the
union, anyway. It’s not compulsory now but
everything we have – all our working
conditions, t&cs, the monetary reward – we’ve
got through collective bargaining. You hear
some people say it’s just a diary – and it’s a
good diary – but being a member of ASLEF is
about more, much more, than getting a good
diary every year.’

A former ASLEF trustee, and company
councillor, he was elected to the Executive
Committee in September 2012 when his
predecessor, Nigel Gibson, became district
organiser. Howard was re-elected unopposed
in 2015 and, again, in 2019. His current four-
year term runs from January 2020 until
December 2023 and he is determined his new
role won’t detract from his EC duties.

in 60p, or, to put it another way, when you put
£1 into your pension pot, the company puts in
£1.50. And you can make AVCs – additional
voluntary contributions – too.

People say drivers in the 1990s didn’t have
high salaries as a high percentage of take
home pay came from bonuses and overtime –
a driver earning, say, £20,000 had a pension
base salary of £13,000 – but driver
restructuring has meant the salary base – for
pensions – is much higher. With a defined
benefit pension scheme you know what you’re
going to get back but with defined
contributions it depends what you’ve paid in
and on the state of the stock market.

‘We are prepared to defend our pensions’

The fear now, though, is that some
companies are coming for people’s pensions –
plundering them not quite as brazenly as 
press baron, Robert Maxwell, but with the
same end in view.

The Railways Act (1993) which paved the
way for the privatisation of British Rail by John
Major’s Conservative government gave legal
guarantees for railway workers’ pensions in the
Railways Pension Scheme.

‘Driver restructuring was financed on
surpluses in the pension schemes. The TOCs
are looking at our pension funds a little
greedily. We don’t want employers coming for
the pension funds and we are prepared to
defend the schemes, and defend our
members’ pensions.’

l Since Howard started his seven year term
as an employee trustee director of the RPS
on Tuesday 7 December some people have
been phoning up asking for personal advice.
‘General questions I can take. But I cannot
give financial advice!’

QUOTE…
‘You’re mugging old ladies every bit as
much if you pinch their pension fund’ –
Ben Elton Meltdown

…UNQUOTE

Howard Kaye, 59, drives Azumas for LNER
and protects ASLEF members as a trustee
director of the Railways Pension Scheme

T

‘
‘

Howard’s way

Howard knows he has big boots – ‘very big
boots’ – to fill because his predecessor in post
was Dave Tyson, who joined the rail industry
in 1980, became a local rep at Norwich in
1987, and, later, president of ASLEF’s executive
committee, and who was a trustee director of
the RPS from 2001 until late last year.

‘The more you speak to people the more
you realise just how highly regarded he was.
Everyone in the RPS – and the rail industry –
talks about Dave’s utter professionalism. But I
am not Dave Tyson and I am going to do
things my way. It’s not the easiest thing to do
– it requires a real commitment of time and
attention to detail – but it is really important.

‘Putting money into a pension scheme is
one of the best ways of saving money. There
are massive tax advantages – pension
contributions are taken before tax – and the
company puts payments into the fund, too. So
£1 only costs you 60p.’ Because for every 40p
you put in, the train or freight company puts
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Meet me at 
the station, 
don’t be late

FRASER MASSEY raises a glass
or two to railway romance –
or, at least, to songs about
love and lust on the
permanent way – to celebrate

Valentine’s Day on Monday 14 February

OOKING for inspiration for Valentine’s
Day? Take a listen to Rod Stewart
crooning about ‘the sigh of midnight

trains in empty stations’ or Paul Simon
proclaiming how ‘everybody loves the sound of
a train in the distance.’ Old guys like Stewart
and Simon, they know about romance. 

They know how railway journeys and
heartbreaking songs combine to create never
to be forgotten loved-up moments. You’d do
well to take heed of them. A train journey, on
an overnight sleeper. A romantic partner for
your trip. And a hand-curated musical
soundtrack to accompany the clickety-clack of
the train wheels. That’s all you need for the
perfect Valentine’s Day.

‘Rhythm of the rails is in rock music’s DNA’

I compiled my first railway romance playlist
a few years back for a trek aboard the Orient
Express. I played it to my girlfriend Susan as we
left Venice, heading overnight for Budapest.

The rhythm of the rails is in rock music’s
DNA. It was there, way back when, in
Memphis, on Elvis Presley’s pulsating Mystery
Train. Of course, that was the slim-hipped Elvis
of the early years. The only place on a train you
would find the later, fat-boy, version would be
the buffet, ordering a triple stack of
cheeseburgers with double chips and dips.

Great though it is, you don’t want Mystery
Train on your playlist, anyway. Tunes about
love affairs gone wrong won’t create the right
mood. They’re more likely to derail your
romance or leave it heading for the buffers.
What you need, to keep your romance on
track, is Van Morrison on an Evening Train, with
his baby in his mind. Or Bruce Springsteen
waiting on the platform to rekindle his
romance and show a man can change when
the 5.15pm Tuscon Train pulls in.

Or, perhaps the ultimate choice, with
Gladys Knight joining her man as they head
out on the Midnight Train to Georgia to begin a
new life together. There’s something about
Gladys joyfully wailing about the good times
ahead that gets me every time. I can still
conjure up images of Gladys Knight and the
Pips on Top of the Pops, arms akimbo, and
elbows pumping to simulate pistons pushing
the train wheels faster and faster. When
jobbing songwriter Jim Weatherly offered the

tune to Ms Knight, he’d called it Midnight Plane
to Houston. Thankfully, though, he listened to
her pleas to change it and created a soul music
classic in the process.

Rock fans might prefer the lascivious All
Down The Line, from the Rolling Stones’ album
Exile on Main Street. A leering Mick Jagger’s got
one hand caressing some hottie, and a drink of
something in the other, as he urges the train
driver to put the engine through its paces:
‘We’re going to open up the throttle, yeah, yeah.
All down the line. We’re going to bust another
bottle, yeah...’

The reference to busting bottles is,
admittedly, a little disturbing. That’s just
vandalism – and no member of ASLEF would
condone either vandalism or the waste of a
good drink. Have a care, Sir Mick, somebody’ll
have to clear that up after you.

But I digress. Beyond the songs about
journeys linking up with ‘your baby’ as
songwriters are wont to call loved ones, there’s
a another rich vein of trackside tryst tunes, in
which a meeting on a railway platform is just
the prelude to unbridled passion.

Think of Linda Thompson, on a recording
with her then husband Richard, singing I
Wanna See The Bright Lights Tonight. She
lustfully urges a young gentleman to ‘Meet me
at the station, don’t be late...’ letting him know
he’s on a promise, if he’s got a taxi waiting to
whisk her straight off to a dance hall. ‘If you’ve
got the cab fare, Mister, you’ll do alright…’

Or maybe Tom Waits eyeing up Brooklyn
girls heading out for a night on the lash on
Downtown Train. Rod Stewart recorded that
one, too. If you want to help swell the coffers
of the nation’s favourite celebrity model
railway enthusiast, and pony up for another
signal box for his layout, you might consider
buying his version instead. But, despite its
patina of urgent yearning, Downtown Train is
only the second greatest ‘hooking up on the

rail network’ song of romance. 
The greatest is the Kinks’ Waterloo Sunset. A

chugging guitar riff summons the sound of
trains drawing the lovers, Terry and Julie, closer
together for their weekly Friday night
assignation at Waterloo station. Bathed in the
rosy glow of the setting sun, they cross ‘the
dirty old river’ Thames. Ahead is the enticing
prospect of a few hours spent wrapping their
arms around each other in the dark corners of
clubs in Swinging ’60s London. 

Intriguingly, when Ray Davies started
writing the song, he was so in awe of the
group’s Top 20 chart rivals the Beatles that he
intended it as a Merseybeat tribute. He even
planned to set the song in Liverpool so it could
have ended up as something like Lime Street
Sunset. Which doesn’t have quite the same ring
to it, does it?

So there you have it. The finest examples of
both tracks of train love songs – Waterloo
Sunset and Midnight Train to Georgia – finished
in entirely different places from where their
composers intended.

‘The rosy glow of the setting sun’

The best love affairs are like that, too. When
you start, you might think you know where
you’re headed. But things can take a surprising
and magical turn.

One word of warning if you are thinking of
taking my advice and cosying up on an
overnight train this month. Keep your eyes
peeled when you and your companion repair
to your cabin in the early hours. Bear in mind
that those Rolling Stones boys might have
been in there before you. Best watch out for
any shards of broken glass the on-train
cleaning team has missed. Nothing can kill a
moment of passion faster than an unexpected
flesh wound in a delicate area.

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

FRASER MASSEY was a news reporter on the Shields Gazette, South Shields, and the
Western Morning News, Plymouth, a showbiz writer on Now, columnist on the Radio
Times, and UK correspondent for the LA Rock Review. His favourite rail journey, on that
picturesque stretch of the London to Penzance line that runs along the south Devon
coast, features in his first novel Whitechapel Messiahwhich is to be published later this
year. An early draft of this thriller was shortlisted for the Capital Crime Festival awards.

‘Dirty old river, must you keep rolling | Flowing into the night? |
People so busy, make me feel dizzy |Taxi light shines so 
Bright || Every day I look at the world from my window |Waterloo
sunset’s fine’; and Fraser and Susan on the Orient Express

L
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Agenda

JIM RING, the award-winning biographer of
Erskine Childers, whose thriller The Riddle of the
Sands is, arguably, the first modern spy novel and

which – with its spectre of a German invasion of England’s
eastern seaboard – prompted politicians to strengthen our
defences, reflects on the armoured trains of two world
wars and, rather waspishly, reckons there could be a
bright future yet for the iron war horses of Norfolk 

RITAIN, by common consent, now has a
government only in name. People
must look to themselves. On tax, sex,

law, order, education, lateral flow tests and – not
least – with regard to the primary responsibility
of the authorities. The defence of the realm. 

In Norfolk we are, in any case, largely
autonomous. It’s said that the county of Horatio
Nelson is cut off on three sides by the sea and,
on the fourth, by its railways. The writ of
Westminster runs no further than Suffolk –
arguably Essex – and Norwich is patently a law
unto itself. Mr Johnson has very rarely darkened
the cathedral city’s walls. 

‘In Norfolk we have decided to resurrect our
armoured trains’

Since the time of the Spanish Armada in 1588
we have also been mindful that our coast is
open to invasion. An old couplet runs: 

‘He who would all England win, 
Should at Weybourne Hope begin.’ 
The deep water close inshore to the village of

Weybourne simply begs heavily laden troop
ships to disembark invaders. 

As we have fallen out with our erstwhile
friends on the continent, responsible people all
over the county feel they must prepare for every
eventuality. In Norfolk we have decided to
resurrect our armoured trains. 

Of the many arcane aspects of railway
history, these constitute a delightfully
sequestered siding. 

The principal purpose of these trains has
been to transport artillery pieces into action. In
this guise they were used as early as 1861
during the American Civil War and, ten years
later, in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871. In
1884 a British territorial officer published The
Armoured Train for Coast Defence in Great Britain.
Charles Boxall argued that, with this country’s
extensive coastline, and an almost as
widespread coastal railway network, trains could
be used to cascade infantry, cavalry, and artillery

to places threatened by invasion. On the south
coast, to ward off the French, and on the east
coast, too. 

The great naval race of the 1890s turned eyes
on the Kaiser. The prospect of a German
invasion was, famously, foretold in 1903 by
Erskine Childers in his novel The Riddle of the
Sands. Come 1914, the coasts of the eastern
counties were duly fortified with pillboxes,
railway stations were earmarked as military
railheads, and, on the drawing boards in Crewe,
took shape a pair of armoured trains. 

‘The coasts of the eastern counties were
fortified with pillboxes, railway stations were
earmarked as military railheads, and, in
Crewe, took shape a pair of armoured trains’

They were based on Ivatt 0-6-2 tank engines
sheathed in armoured steel plate. They would
draw infantry wagons, Maxims, and naval 12-
pounders. By 1915, with the armies of the Allies
and the Central Powers entrenched on the
Western Front, they were ready for duty. 

One was despatched north to Fife, the

second to Norfolk. From King’s Lynn the
formation steamed north along the eastern side
of the Wash to Heacham on King George’s
Sandringham estate. Here it was routed east on
the West Norfolk branch to Wells-next-the-Sea,
south to pick up Midland & Great Northern
metals at Melton Constable, then back to patrol
the county’s northern coast at Weybourne; from
there to Cromer, Norwich and – eventually –
Great Yarmouth.

‘No doubt,’ wrote an historian of the West
Norfolk branch, ‘the sight of such warlike
ensembles was of psychological value to local

B

In December 1914 the Great Northern Railway handed over an N1 class
0-6-2T to be turned by the L&NWR into an armoured train for coastal
defence purposes, followed by another locomotive in March 1915. They
were numbered and named His Majesty’s Train No 1 Norna and HMT No 2
Alice (above, pictured at Sheringham in 1915). Alice was shedded at
North Walsham while Norna was stationed at Edinburgh  
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Infantry van built on a GWR 40 ton
bogie coal wagon underframe

(above) and (right) the acetylene-lit
interior, with the rifle slots closed,
fitted with folding tables, lockers,

hammocks, rifle racks, cooking stove,
telephones, and vacuum brake and

control equipment, enabling the
train to be driven from both ends, as

well as from the locomotive
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Armoured Trains

citizens, though it should be remembered that,
in the absence of motor transport, these military
trains provided a degree of flexibility in any
British response to a German landing.’ 

‘Blockhouses were built on the coastal
railways and, to confuse invaders, station
signs were removed’

The intelligence on which these precautions
were based was sketchy. In 1940 Winston
Churchill was far better informed on the threat
posed by Adolf Hitler’s Unternehmen Seelöwe

JIM RING lives in
Norfolk, is the
director of the Sea
Fever festival at
Wells-next-the-
Sea, and author of
Erskine Childers
(John Murray,
1996) which won

the Marsh Prize for Biography; We
Come Unseen: The Untold Story of
Britain’s Cold War Submariners (John
Murray, 2001) which won the
Mountbatten Prize; Storming the
Eagle’s Nest (Faber & Faber, 2013); and
How the Navy Won the War: The Real
Instrument of Victory 1914-1918
(Seaforth Publishing, 2018); as well as
a novel, Interregnum (WriteSideLeft,
2020), which is part thriller, and part
alternative history, with a complex
and clever mix of real and fictional
characters, about Britain under Nazi
rule, which General Richard Dannatt,
Chief of the General Staff from 2006-
2009, called ‘compelling – full of
twists and turns – set against the
ghastly prospect of the Nazi
occupation of Great Britain’.

(Operation Sea Lion). The whole coast from
Sussex to the Wash was deemed unsafe. A new
generation of pillboxes was put in hand,
blockhouses built on the coastal railways, and,
to confuse invaders, station signs were removed.
No fewer than 20 camouflaged armoured trains
were assembled. 

The locomotives were Great Eastern Railway
F4 class 2-4-2Ts, one formation being allocated
to Norfolk. From July 1940, it was again tasked
with patrolling the coast from King’s Lynn to
Great Yarmouth. In an echo of Jack Higgins’ The
Eagle has Landed, the train was crewed by exiled
Polish army officers. Another alternative history
novelist (whom modesty forbids me from
naming) turned to the train itself: 

‘To the east, on the embankment and bridge
that carried the train from Wells over the coast
road a mile or so away, there was a spurt of
smoke just visible against the leaden sky. Within
a couple of minutes the steam had materialised
into some sort of train. It took a few seconds for
the men to realise quite what it was, then they
gave a ragged cheer.

‘“What on earth is that?” asked Nancy, as a

 
                  

 

 
            
      T        

          

          

          
 

        
       

      
      

      
      

          
   

 

        
         

           
         

    
 

           
        

         
      

   
 

       
        

      
           

         
           

          
          

      
 

         
          
         

         
           

       
        

          
         

        
         

 

        
     

 

     
        

      
  
    

        
  
       

 
 

 
          

  
 
 

 

 
                  

 

 
            
      T        

          

          

          
 

        
       

      
      

      
      

          
   

 

        
         

           
         

    
 

           
        

         
      

   
 

       
        

      
           

         
           

          
          

      
 

         
          
         

         
           

       
        

          
         

        
         

 

        
     

 

     
        

      
  
    

        
  
       

 
 

 
          

  
 
 

 

formidable assemblage pulled into the station,
drawn by a dirty little black six-wheeler that
might have pre-dated the Boer War. The leading
car behind the locomotive sprouted the
unmistakable barrel of a 4-pounder, shrouded in
a gun-metal casing. 

‘A dirty little black six-wheeler that might
have pre-dated the Boer War’

‘”That, my dear,” said Tommy proudly, as if he
had himself conjured it up out of thin air, “is our
armoured train”.’ 

As the sinews of civil society dissolve under
the Prime Minister, transfusing these chimeras
seems only sensible. Though the armoured
trains never saw action, they bristled with intent
and resolve. They will act as a Nelsonian signal
that, these days, the barbarians, if not yet forcing
open the gates, are to be found a good deal
closer than Berlin. 

A first
edition of
The Riddle of
the Sands by
Erskine
Childers

     No 2 armoured train was kept at North Walsham giving it
    and & Great Northern and Great Eastern railway lines

The 1st Polish
Corps on an
armoured
train near
Saxmundham,
Suffolk, during
the Second
World War
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Whistle Stop

How did Lawrence get to
BERNARD RICHARDS, who was born and brought up at Dudley, in the
heart of the industrial Black Country, is an emeritus fellow of Brasenose
College, Oxford, where he was, for many years, a tutorial fellow in
English Language & Literature. He lives at Garsington, a village just
outside Oxford, and here looks at the poets, painters, playwrights,
novelists and philosophers who made their way, some of them by
railway lines cut by Beeching, to the manor there 100 years ago

RITICS who write about DH Lawrence –
the author of Sons and Lovers, The
Rainbow, Women in Love and, most

famously and controversially, Lady Chattlerley’s
Lover – are usually concerned with his psycho-
dramas, his prophetic maunderings, his sexual
obsessions, his narratology, his politico-mystical
theories, his eco-awareness. I’m interested in
none of that. I just want to know how he got to
Garsington Manor in 1915.  

The manor was owned by Philip Morrell and
his wife Ottoline who moved there in May that
year. It’s just under five miles south-east of
Carfax, the historic heart of Oxford, in a village
on a hill and became ‘Bloomsbury in the country’
as the Morrells hosted an impressive roll-call of
luminaries, including Bertrand Russell, Aldous
Huxley, WB Yeats, LP Hartley, TS Eliot, EM Forster,
Siegfried Sassoon, Robert Bridges, John
Middleton Murry, Katherine Mansfield, Robert
Graves, Mark Gertler, Gilbert Spencer, Philip
Heseltine (the composer better known as Peter
Warlock), Lytton Strachey, Dora Carrington,
Virginia Woolf and DH Lawrence. 

There were lesser luminaries, too, including
the second division writer and artist Thomas
Wade Earp, who is supposed to be the origin of
the word ‘twerp’.  

‘We will arrive by an afternoon train’

Many of the guests at Garsington were not as
grateful for the hospitality as perhaps they
should have been, and were somewhat bitchy
about their hostess, Lawrence included. The
manor was, and is, a beautiful 16th century
house, remodelled in the 17th century. It is on a
relatively modest scale, and not a monumental
monster like Mentmore Towers or Waddesdon
Manor. It was all very nice, and Carrington
records ‘shining silver, the ormolu furniture,
musk smells and brocades.’ Ottoline replanned
the garden in a formal Italian style. 

Lawrence’s first visit was in June 1915. I had
always assumed that David Herbert and his wife
Frieda travelled by train to Oxford and then
went to Garsington down the Cowley Road,
possibly in a motor taxi, possibly in a carriage
provided by the Morrells. In which case they
would have passed my house on the road up to
the village which was, at that time, a farm and 
its outbuildings.  

This turns out, probably, not to have been the
case. A letter of 26 November 1915 mentions

Wheatley station, which was 2½ miles to the
north, so walkable, especially back then when
people were more pedestrianly mobile than
now. After all, in August and September 1912
the couple walked over the Alps from Icking in
Bavaria to Sterzing in the South Tyrol. 

They were able to occupy the high moral
ground as non-car owners. Lawrence wrote to
the Morrells: ‘Just send us a postcard, if we shall
come to Wheatley by the same train as before. It
will be so jolly.’ He was at Garsington from 29
November  to 1 December. It’s possible that the
Morrells sent their carriage to collect the
Lawrences from the station. We know they had
one, since in her memoirs Ottoline describes
returning to Garsington from the inn yard of the
Golden Cross in Cornmarket, Oxford, and seeing
on the white road up to the village ‘the dead
leaves blown across the lamps of the carriage
looking like large golden butterflies.’ And in a
letter of 3 April 1929 Lawrence remembers her
‘stepping out of an old four-wheeler in all your
pearls, and a purple velvet frock.’ 

In her memoirs, Ottoline recalls driving in a
dog cart and ‘a low phaeton with a dickey
behind.’ Philip used to buy horses that were not
fully trained and the journeys were hazardous,
especially on the steep hill down from
Garsington to Oxford: 

‘Many were the perilous adventure [sic] on
those drives; either a large untrained horse in
the dog-cart would start kicking as we were
going down our steep hill – oh, the horror of the

thud, thud of the hoofs against the front board
– or another vicious animal, one of the pair in
the phaeton, would try to run away, I holding
on to the reins like grim death, its fellow
standing, trembling and shaking by its side.’

We do not know whether these modes of
transport were used to ferry guests to the
station – which would also involve the steep
and dangerous Ladder Hill – and Ottoline also
records cycling from Wheatley station, wanting
to sing with joy ‘after all the noise and agitation
of London.’ 

Ahead of his first visit to Garsington
Lawrence wrote to Ottoline: ‘I don’t know the
trains to Oxford, but I will find out and let you
know – we will arrive by an afternoon train in
Oxford. I look forward to coming, and am very
anxious to see you and Garsington.’ The train
from Oxford left the main line at Kennington,
crossed the Thames, and cut across country to
Littlemore, Garsington Bridge, Horspath Halt,
and Wheatley, going on to Thame and Princes
Risborough. Garsington Bridge station was
closed between March 1915 and 1928, and was
later renamed Morris Cowley to serve the
motor works. 

‘Dad’s Army cut slits into Horspath station’

It would have been possible to arrive at
Wheatley station coming from the east, leaving
London at Marylebone, but that would have
involved changes. Another alternative was to

Ottoline Morrell
at Garsington in
1920 with
(wearing the
horrible shorts)
Ralph Partridge,
who married
Dora
Carrington, and
Michael
Llewelyn Davies,
one of four
brothers who
inspired the
story of Peter
PanDavid Herbert Lawrence at

Garsington Manor in 1915
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DH Lawrence

    Garsington?

leave from Paddington and travel through
Gerrards Cross and High Wycombe. It was a
Great Western Railway line, originally broad
gauge, opened in 1864. A diary by a market
gardener, Joseph Turrill, describes the coming
of the railway. His entry for 4 February reads:
‘They are working night and day at the cutting
and tunnel, they have large coal fires to work
by.’ And Mr Elton, the local vicar, records in his
diary on 9 October 1863 how the workers
fortified themselves for the work: ‘They fetched
buckets of spirits on yokes from the King and
Queen.’ The line was converted to standard
gauge in 1870 and, during the Second World
War, Dad’s Army cut slits into Horspath Halt
station, so it could serve as a defensive pillbox.
A tunnel was built between Horspath and
Wheatley, and substantially repaired in 1883. It
is now a bat sanctuary. 

Lawrence has left various beautiful
descriptions of Garsington, but his visits there
were not entirely happy. His hostess recalls him
and Frieda fighting like cat and dog: ‘miserable
time fighting and quarrelling all night. He came
down on the morning of their last day looking
whipped, forlorn and crestfallen, and she went
off in a high temper to London.’ In one famous
episode she broke a plate over his head. 

Dora Carrington, who christened the manor
‘Shandygaff Hall’, was famously photographed
in the nude clinging to a statue. She cycled
there and complained about ‘swimming in that
cesspit of slime’. 

Lawrence planted irises at Garsington and
constructed a rickety summer house but,
ultimately, fell out with Ottoline, partly because
he portrayed her rather unsympathetically as
Hermione Roddice in Women in Love. 

In her memoirs she admits: ‘I read it and
found myself going pale with horror, for nothing
could have been more vile and obviously
spiteful and contemptuous than the portrait of
me I found there.’ 

‘The railway line was closed in 1963’

On 1 April 1917 Lawrence notes ‘The Ott is
really too disgusting, with her threats of legal
proceedings. She is really contemptible.’
Carrington, a year later, recalls her rumbling ‘on
unceasingly between all conversations’ about
Lawrence. And Ottoline confides in her memoirs
that he ‘derides and distorts and caricatures me,
making me publicly a pornographic image of his
own mind.’

Lawrence was not alone in turning
Garsington and the writers, artists, and
dilettantes who flocked there into fiction.
Aldous Huxley is similarly caustic in Crome

Yellow (1921), as is Walter James  Redfern Turner
in The Aesthetes (1927). 

The railway line was closed in 1963, one of
the victims of the Beeching cuts, which brutally
scarred so many of the branch lines of Britain.
The last journeys were made on the evening of 
6 January 1963. All the instruments agree it was
a dark, cold day; not only the instruments, but
my memory. There were two noteworthily-
dressed passengers, one in deep mourning, the
other dressed as Dr Beeching. They were William
Owen Hassall, a noted historian, and specialist in
manuscripts at the Bodleian Library, who owned
Wheatley Manor, and his wife Averil. Their son
Tom accompanied them dressed in a dinner
jacket and Land of Hope and Glory was played on
a wind-up gramophone. It was the Last night of
the Cons (as in connecting rods). 

There are sad pictures of the track being dug
up in 1969. It was very short-sighted not to keep
the line, and cover it over with housing. The
bridge on Ladder Hill was also torn down.
However the line does survive as far as what was
the Morris Cowley station, and is now the BMW
Mini factory, and there is talk – although there
has been such talk for many years – of
reopening it for passengers to Oxford.

Further reading: Exploring Britain’s Lost Railways by Julian Holland (Times Books,
2013). Princess Risborough-Thame-Oxford Railway by Richard Lingard (OPC, 1978).
Ottoline at Garsington: Memoirs of Lady Ottoline Morrell, edited by Robert
Gathorne-Hardy (Faber & Faber, 1974). The Diary of Joseph Turrill of Garsington
1863-67 edited by D Dawson and S R Royal (Alan Sutton, 1993). I am indebted to
Robert Darlaston for invaluable help with this article.

Dora
Carrington
posing
naked at
‘Shandygaff
Hall’

The GWR
line from
Princes
Risborough
to Oxford
crosses the
Thames at
Kennington

A GWR 455 Class Metro Tank 2-4-0 steams through Wheatley station c.1900

Workers take a break from repairing
Wheatley tunnel in 1883

Tearing up the track at Wheatley in 1969

The branch line from Princes Risborough to Oxford
via Bledlow, Thame, Tiddington, and Wheatley
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Branch Lines

ASLEF’s family values
ING’S Lynn
branch was
proud to

hold a long-overdue
retirement, long
service, and
memorial
presentation dinner
at the Riverside
restaurant – our first
opportunity to hold a
significant gathering
since pre-covid and,
during that time,
King’s Lynn has seen
five long-serving
drivers retire.

Branch chair Andy
Sweeney extended a
warm welcome to
our general secretary
Mick Whelan, district
organisers Nigel
Gibson and Graham
Morris, and executive
committee member
Howard Kaye and,
especially, the family
of our colleague Paul
Barnes, who passed
away more than
three years ago
following a brave
fight against
pancreatic cancer.

Mick, in his
address, paid tribute

to the incredible
lengths of service to
the rail industry we
were marking with
the retirement of five
colleagues: Mark Fox
(43 years); Kevin
Stannard (46); and
Ian Jewell, who
served as branch
auditor for many
years, 47. John Duell
was presented with
his retirement
certificate (and 20
year ASLEF
membership badge)
after 21 years’ service
on the railway; and
Gary Dyble, a former

branch chair, who
was unable to attend,
has retired after 36
years in the rail
industry. All five
retirees were,
additionally,
presented with the
proceeds of generous
donations from
colleagues which
showed the high
regard in which they
are all held.

Long service
awards were made to
Christian Lanchester
and Andy Sweeney
(15 years) and John

White (10). Steve
Sampson, retired
member, who was
unable to attend, was
presented with his 45
year badge later.

A special and
poignant
presentation was
then made to the
family of Paul Barnes.
The GS said how
appropriate it was
that the branch
should make this
memorial
presentation, in the
form of a replica
Driver Paul Barnes

GS Mick Whelan and the branch pay tribute
to the courage of Paul and mark the
retirement of colleagues

train nameplate (our
original approach to
GTR to have a
nameplate put on
one of our trains was
turned down;
however, a full size
nameplate is now on
the wall at King’s Lynn
station in history
corner). Mick
emphasised the true
meaning of ASLEF’s
family values and the
importance of our
lasting commitment
and support to
members and their
families and said he
was honoured to
make the

presentation on
behalf of the King’s
Lynn branch to Paul’s
wife Michelle,
daughter Tamsin, and
Paul’s mum Joy.

In closing the
formal proceedings,
branch chair Andy
Sweeney asked that
thanks and
recognition be given
to branch secretary
Mark Steele for
organising the whole
evening and to the
staff of the Riverside
for looking after us all.
Mark Steele King’s
Lynn 111 branch
secretary

Bristol’s loss is Gloucester’s gain 
Bristol branch
celebrated 750 years
of long service on
Tuesday 2 November.

Pictured are Rob
Davies (10 years);
Richard Heath,
Richard Hennessy,
and Nick Johnson
(20); Mark Cook (30);
Steve Nicholls, Steve
Spiteri, Jerry
Matthews, Jack
Jennings, and Phil
Greenwood (35). 

Not everyone was
able to attend and
some members
chose a less formal
setting for their
presentations. 

Thanks to our
guests DO5 Nigel
Gibson, DO7 Steve
Austin, EC president
Dave Calfe, AGS
Simon Weller, and GS

Mick Whelan, all of
whom spoke, giving
updates on their
work for this great
trade union. 

Special thanks and
congratulations to
Nicola Torrance who
received a branch
appreciation
certificate in
recognition of all the
hard work she’s done
for the branch as my

assistant, local staff
rep on GWR, and
publicity officer for
the welfare fund. 

We wish you well
at your new depot,
Nicola; Bristol’s loss is
Gloucester’s gain. 

And thanks,
everyone, for making
it such a great night!
Bernard Kennedy
Bristol 036 branch
secretary

All ship shape and Bristol fashion in front of
the branch banner (and pirate pennants)

Leamington Spa branch was
pleased to welcome EC president
Dave Calfe, and WM Trains DCC
Bob Earlam, on his final visit to us,
to our December meeting. Dave
spoke first, on various national
issues, saying that officers are
happy to be re-attending
branches, and thanking all the
LLCs and reps for their work
throughout the pandemic; also
issues relating to MFAs, disputes
on pay on DB Cargo, and RDW on
CrossCountry and TPE,  general
pay and severance package
discussions, and various issues
about Network Rail. Dave thanked
Bob for all his hard work as
company council rep, and wished
him all the best for the future.

Bob spoke about local issues
including WM Trains pay and
Sunday discussions, overcrowding
and short-forming of services,
Medigold medicals, the new Class
196 and 730 units, and
discussions regarding bank

holiday arrangements. Bob very
kindly thanked our branch and
LLCs for all the support we have
given him over his term of office,
which ended in December. We
thanked Bob for all his work on
our behalf and wished him well as
he returns to driving. We also
wished his successor, Craig
Phillips, who started his new role
in January, all the best. Nick
Walker then presented Sunny Gill
with his five year badge. Well
done Sunny! We then had our
2022 branch officers election.
Nick Walker Leamington Spa
115 branch chair

Bob’s the job

Nick Walker, branch chair,
presenting Sunny Gill with his
five year badge

K
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n RIPPLE LANE: FRIDAY 4 FEBRUARY
Our next social gathering is at The
Windmill near Upminster Bridge station
from 13.00 and everybody is
welcome. Cliff Blackwell RMS.

n EASTLEIGH: SATURDAY 12 MARCH
The Eastleigh depot reunion will be held
at the Eastleigh Railway Institute, 2
Romsey Road, Eastleigh, SO50 9FE from
12.00-18.00. Buffet provided. All grades
welcome. Ian Stephens, ex-Eastleigh. 

n RAMSGATE: THURSDAY 7 APRIL
‘The Ramsgate railway reunion will be
held from 11.00 at the Red Arrows Club,
Ramsgate,’ says Steve ‘Grudd’ Gurdler.
‘Come along and join in the fun!’

n GLOUCESTER: SATURDAY 9 APRIL
Gloucester Horton Road 85B reunion from
midday at the Station Hotel, Bruton Way,
Gloucester. Cold buffet provided. Jerry
Matthews (07500 800195)

n BRIGHTON: TUESDAY 3 MAY
The annual Brighton & Sussex branches
informal social afternoon for all ASLEF
members (past & present) starts at 14.00
at the Brighton Railway Club, Belmont, off
Dyke Road, Brighton, BN1 3TF. ‘ASLEF
members from other branches will also be
made very welcome,’ says Paul Edwards
(07402 478278).

Please send your branch news, reports,
articles, features, presentations, and
photographs to journal@aslef.org.uk

Upcoming Events

More badges
and blether
Unfortunately a
picture of driver Davy
Gilchrist receiving his
retirement certificate
from Mick Whelan
was not included in
the article for the
Locomotive Journal
(January). Davy has
been a loyal ASLEF
member for many
years and is a very
well respected

At a packed Ramsgate branch AGM,
retirement and long service awards
were handed out to retiring chair Paul
Fennell, who has been involved at the
branch for many years, and was a long-
serving LDR; long time LDR Steve
Bailey; and LDR Darren Platt (35 year
badge). Many thanks to all three for
your service to
branch and
depot and, of
course, to ASLEF.
Nik Fetherston
Ramsgate 168
branch
secretary 

Nik and Paul Fennell (top); and Paul,
Steve Bailey and Darren Platt (above)

A great turnout at Thornaby 
Thornaby branch
held its first drinks
together in 18
months on Saturday
11 December, and 40
past and present
members attended. A
great turnout
considering the
ongoing restrictions
due to the pandemic.
Four long service

badges for 35 years
of employment as
drivers were
presented to Bryan
Woodhouse, Mike
Hodgson, Graham
Lumsden, and Neil
Errickson. Neil, who is
newly retired with 38
years’ service on the
railway, was also
presented with a

Good luck Neil (and
Kath, of course!)

On Thursday 9 December Abbey
Wood branch held our AGM. In
attendance was DO1 Graham Morris
(far right of picture). During the
evening long service badges were
presented by Graham to (from left)
John O’Malley, James Brown,
Darren Blunden, Deborah Rio
Alonso (all 5 years), John Mcavoy
(20 years), and John Julien (15
years). The branch thanks Graham
for his attendance and a great
evening was had by all. 
John Mcavoy Abbey Wood 277
branch secretary 

Davy and Mick 
member of Airdrie
branch. 
Ivan Wilson Airdrie
276 branch chair

All aboard!
One of the most enjoyable and rewarding
parts of my role as an elected ASLEF trade
union rep is meeting trainee drivers and
potential new members. I remember being ‘on
the receiving end’ of an ASLEF presentation 34
years ago and, recently, ably assisted by
Gus MacInnes, one of my council colleagues,
visited the trainees in the driver training school
at Crewe. We spent time discussing what we
do, why we do it, and the importance of the
political fund. 

I am pleased to say that all the trainees
signed up to ASLEF and, with one exception,
everyone affiliated to the political fund. While
we totally respect those who do not opt in, the
political fund has never been so important;
with the fundamental challenges facing our
industry, it gives us a voice in the right forums
and ensures we can campaign for trade union
rights in our industry. 

On a personal note the visit had an added
privilege as one of our new members is Callum
Stocks, the son of Andy Stocks, so we now
have father and son members at Longsight
branch, a proud moment for all. Membership
of a trade union has never been so important
and it was a pleasure to speak to, listen to, and
engage with our new
members.
Alan Moss Longsight 126
branch and Avanti West
Coast company council

certificate from
ASLEF and gifts from
Thornaby branch. We
wish Neil all the best
in his new freedom
of retirement and,
more important, I
wish Kath all the best
as she will be putting
up with him all day
now. Enjoy your
retirement mate, 

you deserve it. 
Geoffrey Burton
Thornaby 211
branch secretary

Alan has been on the receiving end of an
ASLEF recruitment talk, too

IRON IN THE FIRE: Former DO7 (and,
when he was young, Stratford branch
member) Brian Corbett had a belated
retirement drink at The Tavern in Stratford
on Wednesday 8 December. As Brian spent
his formative years at SF, before moving to
Bristol, a lot of his old workmates turned
out to celebrate his long driving career
and exemplary service to ASLEF.
Dave Brennand RMS
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Points & Crossings

Whatever you 
do, take Pride

February is LGBT+ history
month says DAVID JONES, a
driver with GWR, Swansea
High Street branch secretary,
and chair of our Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual & Transgender+ committee 

GBT+ history month is as its reads; it’s
a time to look back in history and
assess where we are and how far

we’ve come. It is a month-long look at lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender history, and the
story of the gay rights and associated civil
rights movements. 

Since 2011 a theme has been chosen to
help the LGBTQ+ community celebrate and
reflect. The theme for 2022 is ‘Politics in Art’,
refers to art in the national curriculum, and
celebrates the many achievements of LGBT+
artists in the fight for equality. Last year
Scotland became the first country in the world
to include LGBT+ inclusive education across

the school curriculum. Focused on promoting
equality, reducing bullying, and improving the
educational experiences of LGBT+ children
and young people. Subjects across all age
groups will now include LGBT+ identities,
issues, and history. 

A massive moment in history; but, across
the world, there is a very different story. It is
still illegal to be gay in 69 countries, and in 13
of these a homosexual act is still punishable by
death. Yes, in 2022, as a gay man in a
committed relationship I could be put to death
in 13 countries if I kissed my partner in public. 

Whilst, as an activist, I am always looking to
change the world, let us celebrate the
successes we have seen in the history of our
movement. As far back as Ancient Greece,
2,500 years ago, same sex love was recognised:
Plato, Herodotus, and other philosophers
described loving relationships between adult
men. A little more recently, in 1969, a police

raid on the Stonewall Inn in New York
prompted six days of riots and the start of the
gay rights movement. 

The film Pride tells the story of Lesbians and
Gays Support the Miners, a group of young
LGBT people in London who identified with
the struggle of the South Wales miners in their
fight against the Thatcher government and her
determination to decimate the coal industry in
this country. But the real significance of this
story, within the context of LGBT+ history, is
that the miners repaid the support of the
young people of LGSM by raising a motion at
the Labour Party conference in favour of LGBT
rights; the first time a political party in the UK
had such a policy and a very significant
moment in history. 

2022 sees us still in the grip of the covid-19
pandemic and this tends to overshadow all
other news. But we are also in the grip of some
of the most transphobic times in memory,
where people within our own LGB community
are promoting bigotry and marginalisation
towards our trans and non-binary colleagues.
In a few generations from now, when activists
look back, I hope we will have shown them
that we have learnt some kindness and
acceptance. I am an incurable optimist. History
will prove me right or wrong.

Rodney Wilson, a
History teacher at
Mehlville High
School in St Louis,
Missouri, founded
LGBT history
month in 1994

L

Highway to Hull
Many thanks to DO4 Nigel
Roebuck and DO3 Andy Hourigan
for attending the Hull branch
AGM where we made long service
presentations and unveiled a new
badge to celebrate our 130th
anniversary. Nigel and Andy gave
great addresses, updating us on
all the latest news and it was a
fantastic opportunity for
members to ask questions.

The badge went down well,
and all 140 members at Hull have
received a uniquely numbered
badge. We want to thank Shaun

Jackson for his many years’ service
as a local rep at Northern. He’s
continuing on company council,
but thank you, Shaun, for all your
work and achievements over the
last 13 years. 

Thanks to all who attended to
make it a great branch meeting!
David Harrison
Hull 104 branch secretary There’s overcrowding and

then there’s overcrowding…
Mel Thorley Longsight

Nigel Roebuck presents the new
badge to Carl Hansard (left), Ian
Waller (top), and Mick Steer

Bernard
Richards
reveals
Marcel (In
Search of
Lost Time)
Proust’s
passion for
the little
trains of
Normandy

Proust and a remembrance
of little railways past
Just want to say how much I enjoyed
the article on Proust and the little
trains (Journal, January). I’ve done
quite a lot of research into the
remarkably dense networks of old
departmental railways and tramways,
but this was an angle I hadn’t come
across before.
Dave Vaughan Newton Heath

JOHNNY HUFTON
Stratford turned
out for Jack
(Johnny)
Hufton and we
all got a free tea
bag attached to
the order of
service!
Another sad
loss.
Dave
Brennand

BILL BROOKS
King’s Cross depot driver and RMS
member Bill Brooks has, sadly,
passed on. 
PJ Smith
Retired Members’ Section

Order of service
(with tea bag)

l Hull 130 years
badge. All
individually
numbered. £6.50
inc p&p please

email dave_djc@hotmail.com 



We were saddened to learn that one of our retired members, Konrad Turner, passed away suddenly on Thursday 9
December. He was 66. Konrad joined Tram Operations in June 2000, and became one of the founder members of
our branch, Croydon Tram/Light Rail No 1. During our very difficult first eight years – prior to achieving recognition
rights with the company – Konrad was a true champion of our branch. No matter that management, other unions,
or the TUC were set to see us fail, he never wavered in his belief that, one day, we would win through. If it hadn’t
been for his strength of character, and leading from the front, it is doubtful if we would have survived long enough
to achieve recognition. His workload was astonishing. Konrad held various branch positions continuously from
February 2001 until his retirement. He represented members at well in excess of 100 hearings, took part in pay
negotiations, and was a delegate to AAD and District 8. 

To all his colleagues and fellow branch members he was affectionately known (unofficially) as the Wing Co and
was active in raising money by holding garden parties and raffles for various charities. 

In July 2016, Konrad announced he was taking a well-deserved early retirement. He bought a boat and sailed the
Thames with his son Leon. A truly remarkable man. The world will not be the same without him around.  
Robert Sambridge Croydon Tram/Light Rail No1 branch secretary 
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Obituaries

DAVID WHITE
CHOO CHOO DAVE’S LAST
ZUMBA TO THE TOP LINK

WRITE this with a very heavy heart
because I should be writing about
David’s retirement due to ill health. I

now have to write about his life which was
suddenly taken on Friday 5 November. Ipswich
branch members and David’s friends made a
good turn out for his retirement at the pub
across the road from his cottage in Thurston
where he was presented with his retirement
certificate by branch chair and Freightliner
Intermodal business council rep Mark Mulley.
Mark made a lovely speech reflecting on
David’s career on the railways.

Which he started at Parkeston depot in
1982 as a second man with his dad, Michael
White, who worked in the tops office, and his
brother Tim, who was also a second man. He
moved to Norwood in 1988 and then

Peterborough. David came to Ipswich in 2004
to work for Freightliner IM until he fell ill with
encephalitis. He had numerous operations on
his brain and fought very hard against the
illness with the help of this trade union and all
the branches which donated to David’s appeal
back in 2019. Once again, thank you.

David loved his Zumba and was given the
nickname Choo Choo Dave. He raised a lot of
money for charity, Zumbaing at 30 plus classes

Dave receives his retirement certificate from Mark Mulley (left); with the Billy Bremner statue
at Elland Road football ground; and marching on together with ASLEF and Leeds United

all the way from Land’s End to John O’Groats.
David was a massive fan of his beloved Leeds
United; but although he loved Leeds, he loved
his family more, including his brother Tim,
nieces Tia and Danny, sister-in-law Emma,
cousin Michael and the rest of his family. David
was a lovely kind man who was loved by many
and will be sorely missed. RIP David. You are
now free of all your pain. 
Lee Barber Ipswich 109 branch secretary

JIM BLOOMFIELD PASSIONATE PART OF HIS LIFE
It is with sadness that I
have to report the
passing of Jeremy (but
always known as Jim)
Bloomfield after a long
battle with lung cancer,
an illness that, although
causing him great pain
and suffering, was 
bravely born.
Jim joined the railway

as a traction trainee in
June 1977 at Ipswich
depot, one of six on that
particular intake of which
only three still survive. It
was evident from the
outset that the railways
and, in particular, ASLEF
were to be a passionate
part of his life and he
enjoyed the camaraderie
that the job and our
union brought him.
Like many before him

he chose to gain his
driver’s grade earlier by

moving depots to Ilford,
where he had, by all
accounts, an enjoyable
time. With the gradual
privatisation of our
network he eventually
found himself back at
Ipswich working firstly for
Anglia and lastly for GBRf.
He held variously the
posts of branch secretary
(British Rail), health &
safety rep (Anglia), LDC
rep secretary (Anglia), and
company council rep
(GBRf ).
Upon retirement Jim

finally realised his dream
of moving to Portugal,
which had a special place
in his heart for many
years and one that he
was able to complete
with his wife Sal.
Unfortunately he picked
the short straw in his life
and the devastating news

DAVE ‘EDDIE’
PRYOR

of his cancer diagnosis
forced a move back to
the UK to better get the
treatment he required
and, although he and Sal
were occasionally able to
return for short trips, the
inevitable treatment
programme meant that
long stays back in
Portugal were no more
although, Jim being Jim,
he managed a special trip
in which he drove to

Portugal and back again
to repatriate his wine
stash to the UK. 
He will be greatly

missed by those who
knew him and by his wife
Sal who survives him.
The pictures were

kindly sent by Anglia
Ipswich driver Andy
Denny and retired driver
Mick Scarfe. 
Harry Huggett retired
Ipswich member

Jim loved the railway,
ASLEF, and Portugal

I

Eddie Pryor was a long time
member of the former BRSA
Model Railway Club at Goodmayes
and the Ilford & West Essex Model
Railway Club at Chadwell Heath
where he was captured driving
something slightly smaller than
those bigger things we knew best!
Dave Brennand

Eddie at
work (left)
and play

KONRAD TURNER FOUNDER BRANCH MEMBER AND TRUE CHAMPION 

On the rails – and, more
recently, on the water –
having grown out his
Wing Co handlebar
moustache
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Firebox

What’s in 
a name?

HENRY RUSSELL has
had a passion for the
iron road since he fell in
love with steam
locomotives as a child.
Here he reflects on his
lifelong love of the

railway and the disconcerting habit of
some train companies to change the
names of his favourite locos

OHN Miles, the English rock musician
who died in December, famously
sang that ‘Music was my first love’. I

think my first love might have been steam
trains, but I’m reluctant to state this
categorically because the journalist and
novelist Andrew Martin, in his 2014 memoir
Belles and Whistles: Five Journeys Through Time
on Britain’s Trains, wrote that railways ‘tend to
attract people… whose commitment to fact
precludes any sense of humour, human
character, mystery, romance.’

Reading this I was mildly miffed, but all the
people I grumbled to about it said I needed to
get over myself, not least because every word
of it was true, in general, and, especially, of me.

Now I don’t know the author personally,
but I’m as sure as I can be that he was
describing a common misconception rather
than giving us his own view.

‘The romance of the names of the great
steam locos of the 1950s and 1960s’

And misconception it certainly is, at least
insofar as it relates to romance, part of the
essence of which lay, for me, in the names of
the great steam locomotives of the late 1950s
and early 1960s. Imagine my feelings when I
discovered that the owners would change
those names, if not exactly at the drop of a hat,
a lot more easily than I could change – or
would ever dream of changing – my own.

My first reaction on learning this was
something like outrage, but, the longer I
thought about it, the calmer I became. 

Although nothing could persuade me that
the practice was not deplorable, overall, I
realised that there were, within it, varying
degrees of seriousness. Some infractions were
regrettable rather than frontal attacks on
civilisation as we know it. 

I felt I understood why the GWR wanted
their Kings to bear the names of monarchs
who had ascended the throne since the last of
the loco class had entered service and
production was halted for ever. 

Moreover, I could quite see why the two

Medieval rulers who got booted to make room
for 1930s’ incomers Edward VIII and George VI
were, respectively, Stephen of Blois (who
couldn’t keep control of his realm) and Henry II
(who had rubbed out a famous Archbishop 
of Canterbury).

Neither did I mind that several Castles had
been renamed in 1940 and 1941 in honour of
the RAF planes that won the Battle of Britain
(notwithstanding the possible objection that,
at the time, there were more important uses
for the effort and the metal required to make
the new nameplates). Indeed, 5071 Spitfire was
one of my childhood favourites, which I doubt
it would have been if it had kept its original
name, Clifford Castle, the location of which was
unknown to me. (This was the second time the
GWR had sacked that particular Norman
stronghold, which turns out to be near Hay-
on-Wye. The first Clifford Castle, which entered
service in 1936, became Earl Cawdor a year
later after a former chairman of the company.) 

‘TurningDenbigh Castle into Sir James
Milnewas a cut above a carriage clock’

Turning 7001 Denbigh Castle into Sir James
Milne in 1948 as a tribute to a recently retired
general manager was a bit harder to take but I
decided, on reflection, that it was a nice
valedictory gesture to a long-term loyal
servant, and a cut above a carriage clock and a
book token.

The one I really struggled with, however,
was the Gresley B17 4-6-0 that was created
Manchester City but transferred almost
immediately to Tottenham Hotspur.Why would
anyone do this? It struck me as sacrilege.
Geoffrey Goodman, a passionate anti-Fascist,
and the son of Jewish emigrés, who flew
Lancaster bombers against Nazi Germany

during the Second World War – a job with a
famously short life-span – was the industrial
editor of the Daily Mirror when it sold five
million copies a day and was the most popular
newspaper in Britain. 

‘You can change your wife but you cannot
change your football team’

Geoffrey was born in Stockport, Greater
Manchester, and was a lifelong City fan. After
he moved to London he became a season
ticket holder at White Hart Lane, but only
because he liked football and lived nearby, not
because he supported – or would have
contemplated supporting – the Lilywhites. 

Within his circle he never allowed any
suspicion to germinate that he had changed
his allegiance. As a former colleague once told
me when I was going through a rocky period
with my own team, West Ham United, ‘You can
change your wife but you cannot change your
football team’. And, as far as most people are
concerned, he was right. 

But, shockingly, the same could not be said
of the LNER, which, having converted its
Footballer Class 2870 (later BR 61670) from a
Citizen to a Spur, finally turned it into City of
London, the name it bore until it was
withdrawn in 1960. (In a more commendable
example of fidelity, and brand loyalty,
2872/61672 remained West Ham United
throughout the whole of its 23 year existence:
Come On You Irons!)

In my youth I assumed that a loco’s name
was as much a part of its being as its
smokebox and its driving wheels. Discovery of
the ugly truth did not end my affection for the
railways, but it did diminish the romance and
mark the start of a new pragmatism in our
long relationship. 

Andrew Martin enjoys
kippers and champagne on
board the Brighton Belle (top
left); the Castle class 4-6-0
5071 Spitfire fitted with a
double chimney (left); and
the LNER Class B17
(Sandringham or Footballer)
Tottenham Hotspur (above) J
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Join the conversation! Send
your letters by email to
journal@aslef.org.uk or by
Royal Mail to the ASLEF
Journal at 77 St John Street,
Clerkenwell, 
London, 
EC1M 4NN

Letters Classified Advertisements

To advertise please phone 020 7324 2400
or send an email to journal@aslef.org.uk

PERTH branch badge to
commemorate 110 years (1908-
2018). £6 plus £1 p&p. Cheques
payable to Perth branch ASLEF No
134 General. Please contact branch

secretary Grant Murchie for details on 07412
453454 or grantmu32@btinternet.com 

AIRDRIE has produced a badge to
commemorate its reopening as a
separate branch. £6.50 inc p&p. Please
contact branch chair Ivan Wilson
(07949 862393) for details.

HANDMADEminiature driver’s
keys to wear as a charm or round
the neck. Solid silver and solid 9ct

gold weighing approximately 7 grams. Just over
2cm in length and just under 2cm width. Gold
£300, silver £100 + £7 p&p recorded delivery.
Contact Brad McCarthy on 07929 350146.

THE KING’S CROSS STORY
by Peter Darley (The History
Press, £20) as featured on the
centre pages of the January
Journal. Buy it direct from the

Camden Railway Heritage Trust at a discounted
price of £15 inc p&p; email Darleyp@aol.com or
phone 020 7586 6632 for details. ‘All income from
sales goes to the trust,’ says Peter.

RAILWAY SERVICE Throughout
the pandemic railway workers have
played their part in keeping this
country moving. Retired Barnham
driver Bob Dorkings and Par driver

Paul Edwards have produced a covid service badge
in nine versions: BR red; BR blue; BR black;
Eastern Region blue; Midland Region maroon;
North-Eastern Region orange; Southern Region
green; Scottish Region light blue; and Western
Region brown. Each badge costs £5 (plus £2.50
p&p) from rdorkings@yahoo.com or
paul.edwards1962@sky.com

PORTSMOUTH and ISLE
OF WIGHT branch 164 has
struck a new badge for
active and retired members.

Set of two £12 plus £1.20 postage; email
wdrailbadgeinfo@gmail.com

NORWOOD depot special pin badges
including Cowden 25th anniversary.
£3 each or £5 the pair (inc p&p).
Proceeds to Norwood Drivers’ Social
Club. Email Stuart Boxall at
stuboxall@gmail.com

CASH paid for original pre 90s
railway photographic slides or
negatives. Please contact GBRf

Tonbridge driver (and railwayana collector) John
Waddington at johnwaddo@yahoo.com

DARLINGTON 125th
anniversary badge 1895-2020.
All badges individually
numbered. £6.50 inc p&p.
Please contact branch secretary

John Clark by email at johnclark162@gmail.com

KEYWORKER badge to recognise
the hard work of all railway and
other keyworkers this year. £5 plus
£1 p&p from Fiona Lumsden (MTR
Elizabeth line and Paddington

branch). Please email georgiaf44@hotmail.com

We can all imagine what it 
would be like to be sliding 
at speed through a red 
After the terrible accident that took place on
the evening of Sunday 31 October at Salisbury
tunnel junction it was very humbling to
receive the calls and messages of support for
the driver involved, and us as a branch, from
ASLEF branches around the country. 

The injuries to the driver are, thankfully, not
as bad as initially thought but the main thing is
that he will make a full recovery. Thank you for
your support!

I’m sure all drivers reading this will have
experienced a low adhesion slide at some
point but, hopefully, not the length of slide
that the driver had that night. We can all
imagine what it would have been like to be
sliding at speed through a red signal. But, to
then see another train in front of us, as we slide
around a corner, doesn’t bear thinking about!

No doubt there will be lessons to learn from
the accident. There has been no fault
apportioned to the driver and SWR has said
the driver did everything he could in the
situation to avert the collision. We, as a branch,
and the ASLEF officers, will hold Network Rail
and South Western Railway to account. We will
ensure that any lessons learnt will be followed
through to mitigate a similar thing happening
again in another part of the country for our
fellow drivers and the travelling public.
Gareth Sullivan
Salisbury 179 branch secretary

Men at work Down Under
I’ve been reading, here Down Under, about the
collision in the tunnel at Salisbury. I look
forward to the report from the RAIB but was
mortified to read the driver was 74. Apparently
he job shares with a 76 year old. Why are these
drivers still working? With the fantastic work
done by ASLEF over the years nobody should
be working past the national retirement age;
66 at the moment, approaching 67 shortly.
Even this is too old. I’m 59 and would have
pulled the pin at 60 but a divorce six years ago
means I’ll work until I’m 64. We have the same
problems over here. With the odd exception,
everyone still working in their 70s does it for
pure greed. It’s stealing an opportunity for a
young person with a family to make a
comfortable living.
Nick Clarke Western Australia

The retirement of a fighter
of integrity – my father

I want to thank all who
knew my father, Ray
Jackson, chair of the
Retired Members’
Section, and formerly
Northern and
TransPennine company
councils, and BR eastern

region sectional council, for the notes and text
messages of empathy about his unfortunate
situation, at the age of 82, and the decline of
his cognitive impairment. He will not be able
to return and fight for ASLEF but, as his son, I
want to thank all for the care and
consideration you have shown during my
father’s illness. He loved, and loves, this trade
union and has always strived to protect and
represent ASLEF members with integrity.
Phil Jackson Retired Members’ Section

Fantastic result at Clarks
I write to thank you
for your kind
donation of £5,000 to
the Clarks strike fund
(Journal, December).
In October, our
members at the
Clarks distribution
centre at Street in
Somerset began
industrial action
over fire and rehire. The company pushed for
employees to accept far-reaching reduced
conditions, with everything from a reduction
in the hourly wage, sick pay, and annual
holidays, to a removal of 10-minute coffee
breaks and complimentary hot drinks. 

The strike is now over. Our members’ pay
has been protected, and the threat of fire and
rehire has been withdrawn. This is a fantastic
result, and one we could not have achieved
without the countless people, like ASLEF, who
gave us their support, including financial
support. Over the past couple of months,
thousands of people from across the country
have come out in solidarity with those on the
picket line. They sent messages, signed
petitions, held protests, donated food, and
lobbied Members of Parliament. The support
our members received was extraordinary. To
you and everyone who, over the last few
months, supported the workers at Clarks,
shared our messages, sent us solidarity, or
donations, from everyone at Community we
want to say to you from the bottom of our
hearts – thank you. 
John Paul McHugh AGS Community

What an informative and
entertaining magazine
Could you kindly remind me when my
subscription runs out, please? Thank you for an
informative, and entertaining, magazine.
Tomasz Sepetkowski 

GS Mick with Ray

EC vice-president Andy
Hudd reports from the
picket line in Somerset
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Headshunt

Rumble of a freight 
train, the moan of 
eighteen-wheelers

KEITH RICHMOND enjoys a
couple of new state of the
nation novels – albeit about
America and France – a book
about London Underground

stations, and a rallying call to activists
in Caledonia and beyond

On the write lines: Jonathan Franzen, Chris Proctor,
Neil Findlay et al, Geoff Marshall and Vicki Pipe, and the
mighty rumble of an Illinois railroad freight train

ONATHAN Franzen, after the singular
success of The Corrections, Freedom,
and Purity, is having a crack at potting

that fabled beast – a much sought after, and
often spoken about, but rarely spotted
creature – the Great American Novel.
Crossroads (4th Estate, £20), which runs to 600
pages, is the first of a promised trilogy which,
through the fluctuating fortunes of the family
Hildebrandt, reveals what it was like to be
living the, er, American dream at the start of
the 1970s.

The title refers to a youth group at the
church in New Prospect, a fictional suburb of
Chicago, Illinois, where Russ Hildebrandt is a
pastor, but also conjures up echoes of the
Delta blues of Robert Johnson who, according
to the song, famously sold his soul to the Devil
there in a Faustian pact.

‘He could faintly hear the mightiness of
Illinois, the rumble of a freight train, the
moan of eighteen-wheelers, coal
transported from the south, car parts from
the north, fattened livestock and staggering
corn yields from the middle, all roads
leading to the broad-shouldered city on the
lake’ –Crossroads by Jonathan Frantzen

Russ is struggling with middle-aged angst,
walking the boulevard of broken dreams, and
falling for a foxy parishioner while his wife
Marion, who hates him, has a closetful of
secrets about to come tumbling out. And they
have children with, ahem, issues of their own.
Clem is a bright kid struggling with college,
lust, and Vietnam (should he enlist or let a poor
young black kid die in his place); Becky is
enjoying, then enduring, the agonies of first
love; and savvy street smart Perry starts to
come apart when his sideline as a teenage
drug-dealer is exposed.

‘If it sounds like writing, I rewrite it’ 
– Elmore Leonard

Franzen has a good feel for time and place
and is not afraid to tackle serious questions –
about race, religion, and political and social
progress – which resonate today. There are
some anachronisms – no one said ‘What’s not
to like?’ in 1971 – but this is a five star novel
with the GAN firmly in its sights.

Chris Proctor, fresh from leading the life of a
student radical at Swansea University in the
late 1960s, enjoyed a short career as a stand-
up comic – telling jokes at a working men’s
club in south Wales for a week – before
deciding to write for the page not the stage. As
well as working as a journalist – writing for The
Guardian, The Times, Morning Star, New
Statesman and Tribune – he was campaigns
and media officer at the CWU and, for eight
years, handled press and publicity and helped
the GS put together the Journal each month
here at ASLEF. French Leave (frenchleave2021
@gmail.com, £6.95) is his first novel – though
not, arguably, his first extended piece of fiction
– and it is, as you would expect, both very
funny and very good.

‘Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me
the glint of light on broken glass’ – Anton
Chekhov

Chris, a Francophile, spent five years living
in the Dordogne in the early ’90s with his wife
and two daughters, editing a newspaper for
English expatriates, and plunders those –
sometimes warm, sometimes waspish –
memories for a book that is part middle-aged
rom-com, part satire on Englishmen (and
women) abroad, and part perceptive
reflections – without the usual patronising
stereotypes – on life and love in rural France.

Geoff Marshall and Vicki Pipe have a
passion (well, frankly, an obsession) with the
railway and, especially, its stations (they tweet
@allthestations). Their book The London
Underground: 50 Things to See & Do (September
Publishing, £8.99) is, at heart, a history of the

London Underground from the day, in 1845,
that Charles Pearson, who died a year before
the first Underground line, the Metropolitan
Railway, opened in 1863, suggested the
construction of an underground steam
locomotive railway in the capital, to ‘London’s
newest multi-billion pound railway, Crossrail,
[which] should open all the way through
London in 2021’. Some hope! In this 280
character age, though, it’s broken up into bite-
size chunks, which makes it more palatable
and very easily digestible.

‘The road to hell is paved with adverbs’ 
– Stephen King

I have a copy, picked up years ago, of
People for the People (Ithaca Press, £1) a
collection of essays, many of which had
appeared in Tribune, with an introduction by
Michael Foot, by Marxist historians such as
Christopher Hill and EP Thompson, and
socialists like Asa Briggs and Fenner Brockway,
as well as Robert Skidelsky, who moved from
Labour via the SDP to the Tories. If You Don’t
Run, They Can’t Chase You (Luath Press, £9.99)
edited by Neil Findlay, covers much of the
same ground. Sub-titled ‘stories from the
frontline in the fight for social justice’ that is
exactly what it is. Neil, a councillor in West
Lothian from 2003 to 2012, and an MSP from
2011 to 2021, who now runs Unity Consulting,
writes about passion and campaigning; Dave
Smith about blacklisting on building sites; Alex
Bennett and Dennis Skinner on the miners’
strike; Yvette Williams on Grenfell; Brian Filling
on Nelson Mandela; and ‘Andrea’ on the
spycops scandal.

J
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On Track

Have you been sacked, or are in trouble at work, and cannot get hold of
your branch secretary, local representative or District Organiser in an
emergency? Call our industrial relations department on 020 7324 2400
(9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday or 9am to 4pm on Friday) or leave a
message on the answer service, or email info@aslef.org.uk with a subject
heading of ‘For the attention of the
industrial relations dept’.

ASLEF’s legal services

Changed your address? Please let us know! Just fill in this form or go online

Name.....................................................................................................................................................

Address.................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ...................................................Telephone.....................................................................

Branch.........................................................................Membership No.........................................

Please return coupon to: ASLEF, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

Solution to Prize Crossword 189
Across: 1 Closed 4 Wages 7 Rag-and-bone 
8 Neat 9 Water 11 Patient 13 Decking 
15 Enemy 17 Clan 18 Semicircle 20 Light
21 Lawyer Down: 1 Catnap 2 Seat 
3 Dead end 4 Widow 5 Goo 6 Spear 
7 Rattle 10 Trifle 12 Tendril 14 Gander 
15 Easel 16 Yacht 17 Claw 19 Mug

Congratulations to Mrs K Kelleher of
Studley Green, High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire, who was last month’s
winner. The winner of this month’s Prize
Crossword will receive Marks & Spencer
vouchers to the value of £25.

Name......................................................................

Address..................................................................

..................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

Postcode................................................................

If you successfully complete this month’s Prize Crossword please send the solution by post to the
Editor, ASLEF Journal, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN (or take a photo on your
mobile phone of the grid and send the image to journal@aslef.org.uk) by Friday 18 February

Prize Crossword Across:
1 Forms a queue (5,2)
5 The words in 
a book 
7 Male grown-ups
8 Automobile (5,3) 
9 Sister’s daughter
10 Toss a coin 
13 Blueprint 
14 Shallow bowl 
18 Direction of
sunrise 
19 Strip cartoon
magazine 
21 A parson’s
residence
22 Lyrical poem 
23 Dog-restraining
strap

24 Attractive cheek
indentations

Down:
1 Citrus soft drink
2 Meaningless
twaddle 
3 Season of the year 
4 Postpone until
another time (3,3)
5 Root vegetable 
6 Christmas shortly
11 Canvas gym shoe 
12 Panties 
15 Risk of danger 
16 Wisp of hair 
17 Shriek of horror
20 Workbench
gripper

l You can see more of Tom Williams’s
crosswords, word games and puzzles at
wordgames.co.uk

Prize crossword 190 by Tom Williams

But the train
hurries on…

RIC
Ravilious,
whose

painting of the
Bratton White
Horse, near
Westbury in
Wiltshire, seen
from a train, is on
the cover of this
month’s Journal, was best known for his
Modernist watercolours of the English
landscape, particularly the South Downs,
where he grew up. 

He enjoyed travelling by train, and the
railway features in his illustrations,
including a wood engraving for the book
The Hansom Cab and the Pigeons by
Leonard Strong (page 3) and a steam
locomotive crossing the River Colne near
Castle Hedingham in Essex (above).

Eric was born at Acton, in West
London, in 1903 but brought up in Sussex.
He went to Eastbourne Grammar School,
and the Royal College of Art, where he
studied under Paul Nash, and then began
working on the quintessentially English
watercolours which made his name. He
taught part-time at Eastbourne College of
Art, and the Royal College of Art, and
made many lithographs and woodcuts,
heavily influenced by the great wood-
engraver Thomas Bewick, for publishers
such as Jonathan Cape and the Curwen
Press; his image of a couple of Victorian
cricketers has graced the cover of Wisden
since 1938. He also painted murals for the
tea room on the pier in Colwyn Bay,
designed mugs for Wedgwood, and ads
for London Transport.

Eric was active in anti-Fascist action
and, with the outbreak of war in 1939,
became a war artist with the rank of
captain in the Royal Marines. On 28
August 1942 he flew to Reykjavík and
travelled on to RAF Kaldadarnes near
Selfoss. On the day he arrived, 1
September, a Lockheed Hudson failed to
return from a patrol. Next morning three
aircraft left at dawn to look for the missing
plane and Eric opted to join one of the
crews. The Hudson he was on crashed off
the coast in a storm and, after four days of
searching, the RAF declared the four man
crew and Eric lost in action. His body was
never recovered but he is commemorated
on the Chatham Naval Memorial. 

Kenneth Clark wrote to Eric’s wife
Tirzah: ‘It is a terrible tragedy for English
art: your husband had a unique place as
an artist and designer.’

Keith Richmond

E

Train Going Over a
Bridge at Night by
Eric Ravilious (1935)



There has never 
been a more 
important time 
to join a trade 
union.

When a group of workers 
act and speak together, their 

employer has to listen. That’s how 
unions make things better at work.

Nearly 5.5 million people are in a union. Many 
have been on the frontline during the pandemic, from our 
brilliant NHS workers to retail staff and care workers. 

Unions protect jobs, stop people being treated unfairly 
and make workplaces safer. During the pandemic that’s 
been more important than ever.

ndyourunion.tuc.org.uk

“My trade union stands 
between me and an 
uncertain future.”
Key worker, Liverpool 
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