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Days are confused 
HANK you for
all you are
doing in these

confused and difficult
times. It is our duty to
keep the lines of
communication open
for key workers, and
the transport of food
and medical supplies,
for the protection of
our communities and
nation. 
The rail unions wrote a joint letter to

Westminster, Holyrood, and the Welsh Assembly
asking that any timetable for change to dealing
with the pandemic be dealt with in the same
way. That has not happened and, inevitably, has
led to confusion. We also campaigned that
when the time is right, and safe, all transport
sectors – and I detest this terminology – ‘ramp
up’ services at the same rate to spread demand
and not create pinch points. 
The Prime Minister announced changes on

Sunday evening, and not via Parliament, and
was promptly contradicted the next day by
Dominic Raab – but don’t worry, ‘good old-
fashioned British common sense’ will apparently
see us through – while the devolved
governments took different positions as Mr
Johnson’s message changed from stay safe to
stay alert.
I am not sure we were ready to relax

procedures. Vague advice asking – but not
telling – people not to use public transport and
to stagger their journeys is patently not enough.
But I do endorse Grant Shapps for seeking to
repeatedly state it. Average ridership in all areas
is massively down but people are not travelling
outside the traditional peaks and, as more
people return to work, this will only be
exacerbated. We do not have a problem with
agreed increases in services – done in a safe and
controlled manner – to help spread the loading,
and maintain social distancing, but we reserve
the right to act in other circumstances.
The CWU has just won a major battle to

protect changes to services and the CEO has
resigned – congratulations on their deserved
success. 
Clapping NHS and social care workers is a

fine tribute but the greatest tribute we can give
them is to ensure that public sector salaries are
not frozen for two years. We have shown what
we can do when we come together for a greater
good; let’s carry that on and create a better,
more inclusive, society.
Finally, I want to thank ASLEF’s branch

secretaries, reps, officers, EC, and staff who are
going the extra yard. Our thoughts are
continually with you, and your family, at this
difficult time. Please be safe and well.

Yours fraternally
Mick Whelan, general secretary

T

Mick: ‘Thank you
brothers and sisters’
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Is it wrong of me to be vaguely
amused by senior TfL managers in

negotiations today [Thursday 14 May]
where they get to be the ones saying ‘unless
you meet our reasonable demand for more
money, we will shut the job down’?
@FinnBrennan

As a frontline care worker thanks for
the claps, the recognition is

appreciated, but it doesn’t pay my bills or
feed my kids or put a roof over our heads.
No pay rise for 3 years #clapforcarers
#socialcare #austerity @Mel_Rady

The government’s strategy is clear.
They want to shift blame onto the

public for any new coronavirus spike. Don’t
let them get away with it. All of this is on
them. @OwenJones84

More lies from Boris Johnson, who will
doubtless be telling some further lies

about something or other today.
@MarinaHyde

TWEETS OF THE MONTH

QUOTE…
‘The message is clear. Everyone should avoid public transport if
at all possible.’ – Sean O’Callaghan, assistant chief
constable, British Transport Police

…UNQUOTE

our hip, hot and very much
happening red baseball cap
will keep the sun out of
your eyes this summer.
Price £5 (inc p&p); email
info@aslef.org.uk or visit

our online shop at www.aslef.org.uk 

Shapps puts lives at 
risk in rush to work

ASlEF’s officers – the GS, AGS, Ec and Dos – have been working night
and day to protect our members during the covid-19 pandemic

SLEF officers, including
Mick Whelan, general
secretary, Simon Weller,

assistant general secretary, the
eight members of our executive
committee, and our eight district
organisers, have been working
with company council and local
reps throughout this coronavirus
crisis to ensure members are
properly protected.
After crowds packed onto

station platforms, commuter
services, and the Tube on
Wednesday 13 May, the GS said:
‘Today was, sadly, a day every
ASLEF member could see coming.
Photos are emerging all over
social media of Tube trains and
commuter services packed with
people unable to socially distance
in line with government

recommendations.
‘People are understandably

angry. I am, too. It’s not the fault of
those travelling on these services.
Nobody, considering the risk to
which they are exposing
themselves, and their loved ones,
would travel on these services if
they didn’t feel they had to.
‘And it’s not the fault of

transport workers. The last few
days have seen the usual quarters
blame trade unions for transport
woes. We’ve been called
“wreckers” and “militants”. They
have claimed it’s our refusal to run
more services that results in
commuters’ inability to socially
distance themselves.
‘Utter nonsense! On the Tube,

TfL state that even a fully
functioning Underground

Supermarkets don’t move, but trains do
AGS Simon Weller was interviewed by James O’Brien on LBC, and by Steve Ladner on BBC
Radio Kent, on Monday 4 May about government plans to lift the lockdown. 
Ladner, who is the partner of Tracey Crouch, Tory MP for Chatham & Aylesford, suggested

that transport could learn a lot of ‘ingenious lessons’ from supermarkets, adding, somewhat
optimistically, ‘and take it on another level’.
‘But supermarkets don’t move,’ said Simon dryly. ‘Trains do.’ Achieving social distancing in

carriages, and on platforms, at gate lines and pinch points, he added, would be very difficult.
‘At Tesco, or Waitrose, or wherever, there’s a long queue, round the car park, two metres

apart, a one-way system, and it all works very well. But a commuter train moves. It disappears.
If you’ve got a long queue the train’s gone before you can get into the station. Dwell times are
30 to 45 seconds and you’ve got to get everyone on and off.’

TfL puts drivers in danger
As London Underground ramped up services
from Monday 18 May we advised members of
their right to refuse to work if they are at risk.
Finn Brennan, ASLEF’s organiser on the

Underground, said: ‘Despite our objections, LU
has insisted that Tube train drivers revert to
working as they did before the covid-19 crisis,
because the government is insisting that
Transport for London maximises the service it
operates. We want to see services increased
but in a way that is safe for passengers and
safe for staff. Consequently, we have advised
our members of their statutory right to refuse
to work in circumstances where they are at risk
of serious and imminent danger.’

network that maintained social
distancing of two metres could
carry only 15% of normal rush
hour capacity. On the main line,
the Transport Secretary admits
that, even if we ran at full capacity,
to maintain social distancing

would mean only one in ten
passengers could travel.
‘ASLEF wants as many services

to run as possible. But we will only
increase services when it is safe to
do so. Safe for passengers and
safe for staff.’

MAKING PLANS FOR NIGEL
DO5 Nigel Gibson was interviewed,
immediately after Robert Nisbet, director of
nations and regions at the Rail Delivery Group,
by Peter Swan on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire
on Friday 15 May. Nigel pointed out, with great
clarity, the problems for train passengers of
social distancing, adding, ‘That’s not the will of
the workers on the railway, or the train
operators, but because it’s being rushed
through by the government.’

Second spike risk
Resumption of commuting risks returning
coronavirus cases to exponential growth,
according to Professor Maziar Nekovee of
the School of Engineering and Informatics
at Sussex University. 

‘The lockdown measures introduced on
Monday 23 March dramatically slowed the
spread of covid-19 by limiting travel and,
consequently, infections into isolated
spatial clusters,’ he said. ‘Premature lifting
of mobility restrictions will result in the
return of exponential growth in a second
wave of the epidemic.’

TALKING TO THE WORLD
DO8 Finn Brennan was interviewed by Karnie
Sharp on the BBC World Service’s flagship
Newsday programme on Thursday 14 May. He
told listeners around the world: ‘There is a high
level of fear among many transport workers as
people return to work.’

A
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SIR RICHARD BRANSON is known for
his brass neck. As when the relentless
self-publicist and billionaire tax
avoider – he lives in the British Virgin
Islands – demanded a £500 million
bailout for his struggling airline. He

wants taxpayers to cough up so he can carry on living on his
Caribbean island of (Brass) Necker. Branson has ‘previous’.
This is an ‘entrepreneur’ who was nailed by Customs & Excise
for a purchase tax scam in 1971. Branson would claim vinyl
albums he was buying from record companies were for
export – avoiding 33% duty – drive to Dover, get the
paperwork stamped, turn around, drive back, and sell them
at his store in Oxford Street. After a Customs raid, and a night
in the cells, Branson coughed up £60,000 – £750,000 today –
to avoid the ‘unpleasantness’ of a court appearance and
prison sentence. He also sued the NHS in 2016 because he
believed Virgin Care – Does it? Really? – was missing out on a
lush £82 million contract to provide services in Surrey. 

SIR PETER VIGGERS, the long-serving Tory
MP for Gosport, who has died, will be
remembered as the Conservative who
claimed £1,645 on his expenses for a floating
duck house. Viggers – who erroneously told

his local paper ‘Personally, I have, of course, always
scrupulously observed the rules’ – was the embodiment of
the ‘pigs with their trotters in the public trough’ mentality of
some Members of Parliament when the Daily Telegraph
exposed the MPs’ expenses scandal in 2009. Those rules,
which Viggers ‘scrupulously observed’, allowed him to claim
more than £30,000 for gardening, including, appropriately
enough, 28 tons of manure. Viggers belatedly admitted to ‘a
grave error of judgement’ and David Cameron made him
stand down at the general election.

KIM JONG-UN, Supreme Leader of North
Korea, was said to be either dead, or
gravely ill, after failing to show to
celebrate his grandfather’s birthday. But
CIA spy satellites spotted Kim’s ‘royal’ train

in the special ‘leadership station’, reserved for his family, at
the east coast resort of Wonsan. North Korea is the world’s
first – indeed only – Marxist monarchy and Kim Jong-un has
followed in the footsteps of his father, Kim Jong-il, the Dear
Leader, who ruled from 1994-2011, and grandfather, Kim Il-
sung, the Great Leader, who reigned from 1948-1994. But it’s
really a military dictatorship, with a personality cult built
around the Mount Paektu bloodline, and has more in
common with Imperial Japan than communist doctrine. The
train, though, was the great giveaway.

TERENCE FRISBY, the actor and playwright best
known for his West End hit There’s a Girl in My
Soup, helped to set up the divorced dads’
pressure group Families Needs Fathers. But after
falling out with them he preferred to refer to the
group as Nippers Need Nutters.

JOHN CRACE nailed the PM in his Guardian
sketch. ‘Faced wth a genuine crisis, Boris has
morphed from someone who would do anything
to appear on TV into a virtual recluse. Reality and

Boris have only ever been on nodding terms at best.’

off the Rails

Our smart black leather wallet – with embossed
ASLEF logo on the front – has three fold-out and
removable plastic inserts (ie, the wallet can hold six
credit cards). Price £10 inc p&p; email

info@aslef.org.uk or visit our online shop at www.aslef.org.uk 

QUOTE…
‘Me I funk |But I don’t care | I ain’t no
square |With my corkscrew hair’ – Marc
Bolan, T.Rex, Telegram Sam

…UNQUOTE

Covid-19 modelling’s
a load of crystal balls!

HE
government
has been at

pains to say – ‘over
and over and over
again’, as Barry
McGuire sang on Eve
of Destruction – that it
will be ‘guided by the
science’ during this
coronavirus crisis. It’s
the mantra of every
minister pushed,
sometimes
reluctantly, out onto
the 5pm stage by
Dominic Cummings,
known to Downing
Street colleagues as
either the Prince of
Darkness or Doctor
Strange (see page
22).
But what, exactly,

does the science say?
And how can it guide
us? The update to the
Imperial College,
London, modelling in
March based on new
data, from Lombardy
in Italy, led to a 90°
swerve in
government strategy.

But earlier big
decisions by Matt
Hancock and his
Department of
Health were based

on modelling, too.
Professor Robert

Dingwall, a former
research fellow at the
universities of
Aberdeen, and
Oxford, who held a
chair at Nottingham,
and is now a member
of Nervtag, the New
and Emerging
Respirator Virus
Threats Advisory
Service Group, which
briefs the Scientific
Advisory Group for
Emergencies,
cheerfully admits:

‘Frankly, modelling is
not that much of an
upgrade on crystal
balls’.
A spokesperson

for the Department
of Health declined to
comment but did
laugh when it was
suggested that the
‘light at the end of
the tunnel’ of which
Boris Johnson and
Grant Shapps and
Matt Hancock like to
talk might turn out to
be the lights of an
oncoming train.

Sir Robert reckons
the predictions of
some of the
scientists the
government is
using is like
asking Mystic Meg
or the clairvoyant
at the end of
Southend pier

Private equity ‘gorging 
off travellers’ money’
Britain’s biggest FTSE 100 listed private equity fund, 3i, is under
fire for lobbying the government to prevent holidaymakers hit 
by the covid-19 lockdown from getting their money back. The
firm took £100 million out of Audley Travel and Loveholidays,
travel agents it owns, before demanding a moratorium on 
rules that require the industry to refund customers within two
weeks of cancelled holidays. ‘People are gorging off other
people’s money,’ said industry expert and Travel Counsellors 
chair David Speakman.

500 CLUB: Christopher Exley, with number 47, won the April draw. Mick
Barker, with number 230, won the May draw. Each wins £457.

T
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QUOTE…
‘Blind optimism is no substitute for
real leadership.’ – Jeremy Warner,
associate editor, Daily Telegraph

…UNQUOTE

QUOTE…
‘When I was a care worker on a zero hours
contract, and poverty pay, I joined a trade
union. With my union, alongside my work
mates, I won better working conditions. Labour
MPs will always fight for workers’ interests.’ –
Angela Rayner, Labour Party deputy leader

…UNQUOTE

carry all your
stuff – papers,
sandwiches, keys
– in style with

our smart new sturdy black
ASlEF bag. Price £17.50 (inc
p&p); email info@aslef.org.uk
or visit our online shop at
www.aslef.org.uk

The PM – a sheepdog 
floundering in a bath

HEN Boris Johnson was swept back
to Downing Street, with an
increased majority of 80, at the

general election in December, he looked
impregnable. Britain seemed set for not just
five but ten years of Tory rule under the
Johnson.
‘A week is a long time in politics’ – as

Harold Wilson famously said – and, five
months later, the outlook is very different.
The words ‘Boris’, ‘Johnson’, and ‘competent’
do not, now, appear in the same sentence
and some Tories are wondering if he will last
the year, let alone a full five year term.
He fluffed his lines badly when delivering

his new message in the Commons on
Monday 11 May. ‘You should stay at home if
you can,’ he explained. ‘But go to work if you
must – if your job doesn’t allow you to go to

work.’ He meant if you can’t do your work
from home. The Prime Minister’s
spectacularly inept performance was
promptly parodied by Matt Lucas: ‘If you can
work from home, go to work. Don’t go to
work. Go outside. Don’t go outside…’ and so
on and so on.
Michael Deacon, who writes the

Parliamentary sketch in the usually reliably
Tory Daily Telegraph, noted ‘As the questions

The tide turned against the PM when he moved from the clarity and simplicity of ‘Stay at
home’ to the muddled and meaningless ‘Stay Alert’ – much parodied on social media, and in
the Torygraph by Michael Deacon

rained down upon him, the Prime Minister
did not look entirely comfortable. At times, it
was like watching a sheepdog floundering in
a bathtub. His answers seemed waffly and
insufficient. 
‘Even Mr Johnson’s staunchest admirer

would probably agree that mastery of fine
detail is not his strongest suit – and nor, for
that matter, is succinctness. More than once,
the Speaker told him to get a move on.’

W

Face to
face
ASLEF has made it
clear that we expect
our members to have
the same level of
protection if
passengers are
expected to wear
face masks or
coverings.
‘Masks are only

effective in reducing
the likelihood of
transmission from an
infected person to an
uninfected person
and is not effective as
a protective measure
for the wearer,’ said
GS Mick Whelan.
When masks are

provided, they need
to be a minimum
standard of FFP1;
there has to be a
sufficient supply for
all members over a
sustained period,
taking into account
the number needed
per turn of duty; and

Mick: ‘Masks need to
be of a proper
standard’

TOCs and FOCs must
have an appropriate
number of sites for
the safe disposal of
used masks.
‘Social distancing

must still be
maintained and is
the primary control
measure,’ said Mick.
‘The wearing of
masks by members
does not mean that
current measures on
hygiene, social
distancing, and the
cleaning of cabs,
mess rooms, and
workplaces are
relaxed in any way.’

Level crossing warning
Network Rail has issued a warning to people not ‘to take risks around the railway’ after a
couple of serious incidents in Kent. Two men and two young girls walked through a gate
at Whitehall Lane near Canterbury, past a red light, and ran across in front of an
oncoming train ‘a matter of seconds’ before a Southeastern service from Margate to 
St Pancras passed. And a group of dirt bikers cut the padlocks off a locked and bolted
level crossing at Shornemead near Gravesend. ‘It’s absolutely crucial that everyone
understands the dangers of the railway,’ said Gerardo Chiariello of Network Rail, ‘and
how to treat it with respect.’

RAIL WORKER BELLY DIES AFTER BEING SPAT ON
Belly Mujinga, 47, a ticket office worker at Victoria station, has died from covid-19 after she
was spat on at work on Saturday 21 March by a man claiming to have the coronavirus. She
told her bosses at Govia Thameslink Railway, but they did not call the police. Belly was
admitted to Barnet Hospital on Thursday 2 April, and put on a ventilator, but died three days
later. The police are now investigating the station assault.

UK’S YOUNGEST MP SACKED FOR SPEAKING OUT
Nadia Whittome, Labour MP for Nottingham East, was sacked from her role as a carer during
the pandemic after speaking out about the shortage of personal protective equipment.
Nadia, 24, went back to her old job at Lark Hill retirement village, run by ExtraCare, to relieve
the strain on the service. And told ‘not to return’ after exposing the lack of proper PPE.

HANCOCK PINNED HOPES ON TEE-SHIRT SALESMAN
The disastrous farce of the ‘useless’ hospital gowns flown in on an RAF plane – dubbed Air
Jenrick after the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government – in a
much-delayed mission of mercy for Health Secretary Matt Hancock, was the result of a cold
sales call by a Turkish tee-shirt salesman. Mehmet Duzen’s company, Selegna Tekstil, has no
track record in making medical equipment.
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Time for a brew? This red ASlEF mug is just the
job for tea or coffee in the mess room or at
home. £3.50 (inc p&p); email info@aslef.org.uk
or visit our online shop at www.aslef.org.uk

News

QUOTE…
‘Lying comes frighteningly easy to Boris Johnson, who has
made a career out of it. The hope must be that people finally
stop laughing at him and start demanding the truth now the
bodies are piling up.’ – Kevin Maguire, associate editor,
Daily Mirror

…UNQUOTE

The Ripper has 
left the building

hE legend that is
Ronnie ‘Ripper’
Richardson retired on

Thursday 30 April, finally
working his last train and
leaving the building at
liverpool lime Street, after a
railway career spanning more
than 45 years.

Ronnie started at Gateshead
in February 1974 and moved to
Edge hill in May 1974 as a
traction trainee. he moved on
to Garston in 1976, after the
closure of Edge hill, where he
became a relief driver. Then on
to Kirkdale, to get booked, and
back to lime Street in
September 1985.

When privatisation started,
Ron became part of the 390
commissioning team for four
years before returning to lime
Street to actually drive trains
for virgin and, eventually,
Avanti.

he got the name ‘Ripper’
when the police were looking
for the Yorkshire Ripper. They

asked for help from the public
in trying to trace a person with
a Yorkshire accent, who had a
moustache, and who possibly
worked in transport. Ronnie
was duly reported by a
colleague, and questioned by
police, hence the ‘Ripper’
nickname which has been with
him ever since.

Ronnie has provided many
laughs at liverpool. he was
always ‘putting his foot in it’
with certain individuals, who
did not understand his comedic
nature, but nothing he ever did
was malicious.

he was a very well respected
comrade and driver which was
evident by the number of
colleagues, from all grades, who
turned out to give him a huge
round of socially distanced
applause on his final run into
liverpool.

Thank you for your company,
and all the laughs, Ron. i am
sure we will all celebrate your
retirement with a few beers

once this current coronavirus
situation is over. have a great
retirement and best wishes

Ronnie – more Max Bygraves doing You Need Hands than Yorkshire
Ripper – after working his last train on the West coast main line

T

ASLEF in action
When Michael
Matheson, Transport
Secretary in the
Scottish government,
announced that
ScotRail services
would not be
increasing from
Monday 18 May, we
welcomed the
decision, which was
greeted with relief by
passengers and rail
staff alike. What
wasn’t immediately
clear – because much
of our work is below,
rather than above,
the line – was that
this decision by the
SNP government was
the result of lobbying
by ASLEF.
Kevin Lindsay,

ASLEF’s organiser in
Scotland, wrote to Mr
Matheson six days

before the
announcement,
highlighting our
concerns, and
worked long and
hard to persuade the
Scottish government
to make the right call.
He said: ‘This

decision is the right
decision. Here in

Kevin got a great
result (not always
the case with his
beloved hibs)

SO LONG, JEREMY
Jeremy Long, CEO of the European end of MTR, steps down on 
30 September after 15 years in the hot seat. MTR now runs rail
companies in Hong Kong, China, Macao, Australia, the UK, and Sweden.

Scotland we have
taken the decision to
‘stay safe’, not ‘stay
alert’ – whatever that
means – because we
care about the health
of our nation. Boris
Johnson’s mixed-up
messages make no
sense. And we know
it makes no sense to
increase services at
this time.
‘That’s why ASLEF

has worked really
hard, behind the
scenes, along with
our sister unions, to
press the Scottish
government to make
the right decision.
Because the safety of
passengers and staff
is paramount. I want
to thank the Scottish
government for
listening to us.’

from us all.
Paul Stannard, branch chair,
Edge Hill 070

When the going gets tough
Boris Johnson reminds me of a driver I knew at Manchester Piccadilly.
He had been a jolly kid who always wanted to be a train driver when
he grew up. However, having achieved his ambition, whenever it was
dark, foggy, wet, or icy, or his diagram involved working the last
Chester or Hadfield, he became a cheeky chap, looking for somebody
to cover his job. He was still a popular bloke, though.
Mel Thorley, RMS Longsight

NHS CAR PARK TYCOONS QUICK TO STASH THE CASH
Two NHS hospital car park tycoons took £16 million out of the business
before tapping up the taxpayer for covid-19 funding. CP Plus, owned by
Ellis Green and Ian Langdon, furloughed staff and deferred VAT
payments after snaffling the cash in a dividend smash and grab. The
company, which trades as GroupNexus, has let NHS staff park for free at
the 1,200 hospital and train station car parks it operates but continues
to charge hospital visitors ‘as a key part of our business model’.
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ASLEF’s young members
are driving the future. If
you’re 35 or under, wear
our badge with pride for
just £3 (inc p&p); email

info@aslef.org.uk or visit our online
shop at www.aslef.org.uk

RAIB raps NR 
for home work

HE pitfalls of
working
from home

– the household
chore that should
only take 10 minutes
but eats up an entire
afternoon, the
curiously addictive
appeal of QVC, and, if
you’re Professor
Robert Kelly, your
kids skidding
through the door,
doing the Lambeth
Walk, when you’re
live on BBC News –
are familiar to

freelancers but have
just become clearer
to many more
people.
Few of us, though,

will endanger lives
from the laptop in
the living room. But
Network Rail is under
fire after an
investigation into a
near-miss incident –
when two trains
came within 75
seconds of colliding –
blamed poor
communication
between staff who

had been working
from home.
Shortly after 7pm

on Saturday 20 April
last year a tamping
machine was driven
on to a line, that had
not been closed to
passenger trains, and
crossed a junction
through which a
Southern train from
London Victoria to
East Grinstead had
just passed.
The Rail Accident

Investigation Branch
found the mistake

happened because
the two people
responsible for train
movements that day
had spent a
‘significant
proportion’ of their
time working from
home.
The RAIB said

those monitoring the
route should have
been working ‘from
the office where the
environment was
quiet, paperwork
could be viewed, and
whiteboards could
be used to assist’. 
NR said staff could

work from home if it
was ‘free from
distraction’ but the
RAIB’s analysis of
telephone
conversations found
their home
environments were
not, in fact, free from
such disturbances.

T

A Southern service rolls into the station at East Grinstead in West Sussex

Blood brothers

underground anyway |
Damn sure can’t tell
me nothin’ ’bout cost.’ 

‘I thought, given
the way things are, it
was maybe my
responsibility to make
a record that spoke to
and for people who
didn’t vote the way I
did’, says Earle (Donald
Trump took 68% of
the vote in West
Virginia in 2016). ‘One
of the dangers is if
people keep thinking
that everyone who
voted for Trump is a
racist or an asshole,
then we’re f****d,
because it’s simply not
true. We need to learn
how to communicate
with each other. This is
my little contribution.
To honour those guys
who died at Upper Big
Branch.”

QUOTE…
‘I grow my hair just to scare the teacher |My goodness gracious
me, ain’t little Johnny a creature’ – Ian Hunter & Mick Ralphs,
Mott the Hoople, One of the Boys

…UNQUOTE

POSITIVE NEWS
Steve Hollis, chair of the West Midlands HS2
Growth Strategy, said the decision to push
ahead with the project ‘is much needed
positive news, not only for the West Midlands,
but for the whole country. Large-scale
infrastructure projects, such as HS2, will play a
key role in restarting the national economy,
helping to reinvigorate a core part, the
construction industry, and demonstrating
confidence in the nation’s future.’

HITCHED WITH WELWYN
Hitchin 099 branch is now known as Hitchin &
Welwyn branch.

Good to go
The Supreme Court has ruled that
the government’s ban on ethical
pension divestment is unlawful,
overturning an earlier decision by
the Court of Appeal. The case was
brought by the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign, to which
ASLEF affiliates.
‘We have won a great victory

in the battle to defend the right to
take action, in the UK, in support
of Palestinian rights,’ said PSC
chair Kamel Hawwash. ‘Since 2017
we have been fighting the
government in the courts,
protecting the right to undertake
BDS campaigns. We won in the
High Court, then lost in the
Appeal Court, but the final verdict
from the Supreme Court is in –
and we have won!’
PSC, supported by the

Steve Earle, the
American country rock
singer, has released a
new album, Ghosts of
West Virginia, with his
band the Dukes in
memory of 29 workers
killed at the Upper Big
Branch mine in West
Virginia in April 2010 –
the worst mining
disaster in the United
States in 40 years.

Earle names the
dead in the song It’s
About Blood and
contrasts the grit of
the miners with the
money made by
Massey Energy: ‘Don’t
want to hear about
the state of the
economy | Fiscal
reality, profit and loss |
None of that matters
when you’re

Quakers, War on Want, and the
Campaign Against the Arms
Trade, has overturned regulations
that would have prevented local
government pension schemes
from divesting from companies
complicit in Israel’s oppression of
the Palestinian people, and from
divesting from the UK defence
industry.
GS Mick Whelan said: ‘We are

delighted with this outcome. This
decision allows peaceful
opposition to the illegal
occupation of the West Bank and
the blockade of Gaza.’

REWRITE THE RULES TO CREATE A FAIRER ECONOMY
Common Wealth, the left-wing think tank, has called on the
government to rewrite company rules, and create a social wealth fund,
to create a fairer, more robust, economy after the coronavirus crisis. ‘The
scale of dividends, share buy backs, corporate debt, and soaring
executive pay has concentrated wealth in fewer hands and undermined
corporate resilience,’ said Common Wealth director Matthew Lawrence.

The Supreme court ruled against
the Tory government on 28 April

Steve Earle honours
memory of miners
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

To ______________________________ Bank 

Address ______________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 BANK BRANCH TITLE (NOT ADDRESS) SORTING CODE NO. 

Please pay Unity Trust Bank Birmingham 08-60-01 
 

 BENEFICIARY’S NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER 

For the credit of ASLEF RMS 500 CLUB ACCOUNT 2 0 2 0 1 1 9 3 
 

 AMOUNT IN FIGURES AMOUNT IN WORDS 

The sum of £  

 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF FIRST PAYMENT  DUE DATE AND FREQUENCY 

Commencing  £ and thereafter every 1ST OF EVERY MONTH 
 

 DATE AND AMOUNT OF LAST PAYMENT  
*Until  
Quoting the 
reference 

 £ *Until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 
and debit my/our account accordingly  

Please cancel any previous standing order or direct debit in favour of the beneficiary named above 

 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED ACCOUNT NUMBER 
          

 

Signature(s) ________________________________________ Date  __________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 

Note: The Bank will not undertake to: (i) make any reference to Value Added Tax or other indeterminate element 
 (ii) advise payer’s address to beneficiary 
 (iii) advise beneficiary of inability to pay 
 (iv) request beneficiary’s banker to advise beneficiary of receipt 
   
* Delete if not applicable   
If the amounts of the periodic payments vary, they should be incorporated in a schedule overleaf 

 

60-83-01

ASLEF RMS 500 Club
application form 

Name.....................................................................

Address.................................................................

................................................................................. 

..................................................................................

................................................................................. 

Postcode...............................................................

Telephone............................................................

..................................................................................

email......................................................................

..................................................................................

Each number costs £4. You can
purchase as many numbers as you like.
I confirm that I wish to purchase ____
numbers as part of the 500 Club. 

(A) I have set up my standing order (£48
per annum or £4 per month) 

(B) I enclose a cheque for advance
payment (£48 per annum). 

Delete (A) or (B) accordingly.

Signed..................................................................

Date............................................

Please return this coupon to: 
Peter Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 Club, 
6 Devonia Gardens, London, N18 1AF
and the standing order mandate
(right) to your bank (or via your
internet bank)

colleagues

The 500 Club is a fundraising venture for ASLEF’s Retired Members’ Section. 

conditions of Membership: Only retired and working members of ASLEF, including district councils and branches,
plus permanent staff employed by ASLEF, can make an application to join the RMS 500 Club. The application form
and standing order form can only be completed and submitted by the ASLEF member, or staff member.

Numbers in the draw cost £4 each per month. To begin making payments into club funds, all you have to do is
complete the standing order form and return it to your bank. Alternatively, you can pay by cheque a year in
advance; the cheque should be made payable to ASlEF RMS 500 club. Payments need to reach the club account
by 1st of every month and the draw takes place on 12th of every month – with the winning number, name, and
prize printed on page 5 of the ASLEF Journal. Once you have arranged your method of payment just complete the
form and return it to Peter J Smith, Treasurer, RMS 500 club, 6 Devonia Gardens, london, N18 1AF.

The Retired Members’ Section committee would like to thank you for your support and wish you luck in the draw! 

Yours fraternally, Peter J Smith, treasurer, ASlEF Retired Members’ Section 500 club

The ASLEF RMS 500 Club
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Platform

Money for
nothing

FRASER COATS, Bathgate
branch, unpicks the spider’s
web of deceit that right-wing
economists, think tank policy
geeks, and Tory strategists

have spun around money with an eye
on what they will want to do when the
current coronavirus crisis is over

HEN the pandemic finally abates it’s
uncertain what the world will look
like. Will it be business as usual, or

will lessons be learned, and a new world order
emerge based on solidarity and respect for
the workers who, we know now, are the ones
who really make the economy tick?
The stark reality is that when the dust

settles we’ll still have a Tory government
driven by the same old devotion to its class,
and armed with a public sector bill that
provides a perfect excuse to clobber pay,
conditions, pensions, and public services.

BRITAIN AND THE GOLD STANDARD
They will want their money back and, if we are
to successfully resist another looming era of
austerity, equipping ourselves with the
theoretical tools to do the job is a necessity.
Key amongst these tools is a basic
understanding of how government spending
actually works.
For the better part of the last century and a

half, most developed nations have operated
under a gold standard, or variation, such as
silver or the Bretton Woods arrangements. This
means that a country’s currency is backed by
the value of its gold reserves, and a
government has to be able to convert every
note and coin it issues into its equivalent in
gold, on demand. 
Such constraints mean that additional

funding for, say, a public infrastructure project,
or government jobs programme, comes from
raising taxes or borrowing (by issuing
government bonds) while a finite money
supply means a government can, literally, run
out of money.
Bretton Woods ended in 1971 and, since

then, sterling has been a non-convertible,
floating, ‘fiat’ currency, linked neither to gold
nor another country’s exchange rate. Free
from the constraints of being limited by gold
reserves, or fixed exchange rates, countries
which issue their own fiat currencies have an
unlimited capacity to spend in their own
currency, can never run out of money, and can
never become insolvent. 
As a Deutsche Bank report put it, ‘a central

bank has no reason to be bound by its balance

sheet or income statement. It can simply
create money out of thin air (a liability) and
buy an asset or give the liability (money) out
for free’.
Now it would be lunacy to issue money

with reckless abandon, give everyone a million
pounds, and call them all rich. The
consequences would be catastrophic. But
Deutsche Bank’s candour tells us that
significant policy space exists that our gold
standard mindset has, thus far, prevented us
from utilising. 
To appreciate the possibilities, some

cherished preconceptions must be
challenged.

THE HOUSEHOLD BUDGET ANALOGY
Neoliberalism typically evokes the household
budget analogy and the need to tighten our
belts as a pretext for austerity, yet when we
consider that a currency-issuing government
cannot be compared to a currency-using
household, because it can use its facility to
deficit spend, technically without limit, in
order to buy whatever is for sale in that
currency, including labour, we can see that
unemployment is simply the result of a
government choosing not to buy the available
labour which is for sale; a policy based on an
ideological desire to maintain a reserve army
of jobless workers. 
Yet having no reason to be bound by its

balance sheet the UK government could
create Deutsche Bank‘s ‘liability’ out of thin air
and buy its ‘asset’ (in this case all unemployed
and underemployed labour) to provide full-
time work for all. Such a job guarantee would
cut unemployment, underemployment, and
zero hours contracts at a stroke while,
simultaneously, increasing productivity and
the purchasing power needed to stimulate our
ailing town centres. 
It may show as a minus on the balance

sheet but such a policy should be judged on
its transformative effect on our society, rather

than a notional debt to GDP calculation.
What of taxation? ‘Tax the rich’ has long

been a rallying cry of the left, and so it should.
Great wealth is not only an indicator of
inequality, it puts economic power and undue
political influence in the hands of a few, a
threat to the democratic process itself. So, yes,
close the tax havens and tax the rich in the
interests of equality, wealth redistribution, and
democracy. 
Paying taxes in a particular currency is what

anchors that currency and gives it its value. Tax
can incentivise individuals and businesses to
behave in a more environmentally-friendly
way; conversely, it can be used to
disincentivise companies from using
pollutants or buying gas-guzzling cars. And, if
inflation threatens to run away, tax can curb
spending power and trim the fiscal deficit as a
matter of book-keeping. 
So there are sound reasons for tax, but

funding public spending is not one of them. As
counter-intuitive as it sounds, the government
does not need our taxes in order to spend. And
believing that it does puts us unwittingly on
neoliberal terrain. 

SPEND AND TAX NOT TAX AND SPEND
If we agree that funding this or that
infrastructure project, or public sector pay rise,
is compromised by the tax-dodging antics of
billionaires and corporations, then we make
the neoliberal argument for them; we create a
barrier to public spending that doesn’t actually
exist and, with it, a licence for austerity. It’s
axiomatic that it would be impossible for any
of us to pay tax unless the government had
first spent the money into circulation. Instead
of tax and spend, the mantra should be spend
and tax.
By raising the use of monetary sovereignty

to achieve full employment as an immediately
achievable demand, our movement can begin
to revolutionise the labour market in the post-
coronavirus world. 

W
The Bank of England should remember how John Maynard Keynes
persuaded Britain and America to spend their way out of recession
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My gypsy road can’t take 
me home, I drive all night 
just to see the light

ROGER GALLOWAY-SMITH, Black & Minority Ethnic
Representatives’ Committee member for District 3,
on a pernicious piece of proposed legislation which
will have a detrimental effect on the Gypsy, Roma &

Traveller community (and on the rest of us as well)

E ARE fortunate to live in
one of the most tolerant
countries in the world.’

That’s what the Home Secretary,
Priti Patel, says in the opening
paragraph of the government’s
consultation document
Strengthening Police Powers to
Tackle Unauthorised
Encampments. If you’re a member
of the white British majority, you’ll
probably agree; if you’re a
member of a minority, you’ll
probably raise an eyebrow
instead. 
Tolerance of ethnic minorities

is a lived experience and a
measure of a minority’s worth to
the majority. If the majority sees
no value in your community, is
there any need to tolerate you? 
Priti Patel’s words would have

been more on point if she had
replaced tolerant with compliant.
Provided a minority is compliant,
and changes its culture, language,
dress, traditions and lifestyle, then

it will be tolerated. 
The main points of the

proposed legislation are to make
trespass a crime resulting in
prison, a fine, or your vehicle
being taken; make it a crime to
stop alongside, or on, the road;
allow police to act when there are
two vehicles, rather than six; let
the police force you to go to a
transit site in another county; and
make it so you can be banned
from an area for one year. 
The Gypsy, Roma & Traveller

community has centuries of
tradition of being accepted by
many as an interesting part of the
fabric of life in the UK, with the
freedom of a Gypsy life seen as a
romantic aspiration. 
Traditional halting sites were

often on common land, wide
verges, and undeveloped spaces.
For decades these places have
disappeared, being turned into
council amenity land, estates,
factories, industrial parks, or

fenced in by the gentry. 
Not only did the GRT

community lose them, but also
the working-classes that had
previously freely accessed those
spaces. The new legislation would
inflict even greater restrictions on
all, not only the GRT community.
The freedom to roam is being
systematically destroyed, and the
GRT community is being used as a
Trojan horse to bring in these
draconian laws. 
Criminalizing trespass will have

a huge impact on the rights of all
people to protest on land, for
example, against fracking. It will
affect the homeless, with tighter
restrictions placed on where a

person can rest his or her head for
a night without fear of being
arrested, deported across county
lines, and having your possessions
confiscated. For the GRT
community, families risk losing
their homes, transport, liberty and
access to schools and healthcare. 
These proposed laws are

unwanted by the police, most
councils, and the courts, which
feel current laws are sufficient to
cope with any problems that
occur. Priti Patel’s proposal is a
huge overreach of power
facilitated by a media which
promotes a negative stereotype
of those who live differently, and
perpetuated by bigots.

W

Freedom – I will not give you up

WANT to talk a little about the
human rights record of Turkey in
the hope it raises awareness.

Historically, the country has had a grave
problem with the rights of individuals and
minorities. It has, throughout history,
discriminated against Greeks, Armenians,
and Kurds, and eroded the rights of
individuals to free speech. 
But Turkey is going through the worst

period in its recent history. A recent
amnesty saw the release of thousands of
prisoners, excluding political prisoners.
This has had a direct impact on gender-

based violence with the worst hike in
decades. Official figures show, since 2008,
a staggering 2,558 women have been
killed in gender-based violence. The
government is reluctant to collect reliable
data, and observers believe the reality is
much worse. 
In a speech to mark International

Women’s Day, President Erdogan said
‘Women who do not want to become
mothers are deficient’, minimising a
woman’s right to choose and prioritising
family rights over the right of a female.
Perpetrators of domestic violence receive
light sentences, which are not a deterrent,
leading to repeated offences. One man,
jailed last year for stabbing his wife, and
released in April under the recent
amnesty, murdered his nine-year-old
daughter when his estranged wife asked
for a divorce.  

The government is putting pressure on
victims to marry their rapist. Women’s
groups fear this will lead to an increase in
rape, DV, child abuse and child marriage,
all of which are already very high. A new
law will give men suspended sentences
for child sex offences if they marry their
victims. 
Human rights abuses endured by

political prisoners are another stain on the
government’s record. There are 70,000
political prisoners in Turkey, many of
whom are suffering ill-health after being
tortured.
Davut Arslan, a lawyer with the Human

Rights Association of Turkey, cites the case
of Mustafa Koçak, 28, who died in prison
after 297 days on hunger strike
demanding a fair trial. He had been
subjected to systematic torture and rape
while in prison. 

SAN SENIK, District 4 BAME
rep, and the first woman to
be elected to this ASLEF
committee since it was
formed in 2000, on the dire

and deteriorating situation in Turkey

I
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We’re the young ones
and young ones
shouldn’t be afraid

NIK FETHERSTON, The Young
Members’ Representatives’
Committee member for District
1, on a move to reduce the age
at which you can drive a train
on the main line in Britain

HE Young Members’ Representatives’
Committee has many aims and
ambitions. But the one I think we feel

most strongly about is the lowering of the
minimum driving age.
At present, the minimum age to get your key

is 21. Although TfL allows people as young as 18
to drive Tube trains on the Underground. And, as
a committee, we would like to see all the TOCs
and FOCs follow suit and lower the age you can
drive a train to 18.
Some will feel 18 is too young to be up the

front in charge of millions of pounds worth of
train and hundreds of people’s lives, but this
should not be what comes to mind when we
mention lowering the age. 
What should come to mind is the future of

our industry. Because if you could leave school
and join the driving grade straightaway you

would have a job for life and could easily do
more than 40 years. 
That would aid the railway pension scheme as

well as, in years to come, mean the railway has
drivers with a lot of knowledge and experience.
We have this now, with drivers who came
though the YTS programme, or were second
men. But, unless we do something to increase
the number of younger drivers joining the grade,
we will not have people doing long years of
service, gaining the vital knowledge to pass on
to the next generation of drivers.
We may also be losing a lot of potential

drivers. Many school leavers don’t want to wait;
they start careers elsewhere, in other jobs, and
are settled by the time they turn 21, or have
gone off to university and are pursuing careers
related to their degrees. 
If the age is lowered it will allow ASLEF and

the train and freight companies to go into
schools and hold career days promoting train
driving, maybe even making it possible for
companies to run apprenticeship schemes for
young people who want to join our grade. 
Going into schools could also increase the

number of people we get applying from diverse
backgrounds as all schools could be involved,

engaging people who otherwise may have
thought the job isn’t for them.
We have been approached by the train

drivers’ academy to run a joint campaign
lobbying the Transport Secretary to get this
changed. So, hopefully, in future the Young
Members’ reps will be able to lower the
maximum age of being a member of our section
from 35! As this seems rather high to be classed
as a young person? But, for this to happen, we
need more young people in the grade.
It seems strange that, in this day and age, you

still have to be 21 to drive a train. 
We trust younger people to carry out many

other safety-critical roles on the railway without
any issues and, outside the railway, you can get
your car driver’s licence at 17 and be trusted out
on the road all on your own. You can even get a
licence to fly commercial planes at 18. So why
not trains?

T

Why wait until
tomorrow?

SLEF is
leading the
campaign to

reduce the age at
which young men and
women can become
train drivers. As
reported in the
Journal in April we
want to bring locos on
the main line into line
with Tube trains in
London.
The campaign,

designed not just to
correct that anomaly,
but to increase
diversity in our
industry, was to have
been launched at the
end of April but has
been put on hold
because of the

coronavirus crisis.
‘We’re ironing out

an inconsistency,’ says
GS Mick Whelan.
‘Addressing the issue
of an ageing
workforce, and trying
to increase diversity in
the driving grade by
encouraging more
black people, more
women, and more
young people to
become train drivers.’

Mick: ‘Trying to
increase diversity’

I heard it through the grapevine

’M SOON heading back to work after a
second child (I didn’t manage to drive a
train after the first). I’ve heard, through

the grapevine, the so-called mess room banter –
‘When was the last time Liz drove a train?’,
among other things – and, for those who have
made those comments, or similar, you might
want to look up ASLEF’s Mind the Gag campaign.
You might wonder what this has to do with

train driving but I thought it might be interesting
to share with you the choices we’ve made as a
family – because some of you won’t have had to
make such choices for your families. 
Before my first child I applied for reduced

hours, because with two shift workers in the

house, on different rosters, it was never going to
work with two of us doing full-time hours. I
applied as my partner’s company was in dispute
at the time and he was newer to the grade than
I was and, unfortunately, companies are still not
applying reduced hours and flexible working
fairly to both male and female drivers (please
ask for help with applications as WRC reps have
lots of experience in dealing with this). 
I had very little contact the first time round

from my company, and that was okay, and the
same went for my reps, but it is an unspoken
rule that I knew where they were if I needed
something, and the same still applies this time
(so thanks Nick, Simon, and Tony for your
efforts).
I went back to work but was very poorly with

my second pregnancy, despite being on
reduced hours. I did my competencies and my
risk assessment had me ‘suspended’ (this is the
word on the risk assessment document) but,
basically, I was stood down from working. Little
back and forth, then maternity hit, and no
company contact.
I needed something so emailed the depot

LIZ COCKS, the Women’s
Representatives’ Committee
member for District 6, on
mess room ‘banter’, poor
company communication, and
going back to work to keep a roof over
your head, food in your children’s bellies,
and clothes on their backs

I

A
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manager and got a random text from a new
driver manager (a letter would have been nice –
no doubt this is in my pigeon hole). 
They didn’t know when I was coming back,

despite me having completed the paperwork
and rosters correctly. Cue me, with two small
children, trying to find emails and look at
calendars to sort this out. 
I’m now waiting to head back to work and

there is a feeling of doubt. Should I be going
back? Should I stay with my children? Will I regret
the decisions we’ve made? The anxiety about
going back is enormous and, no doubt, I’ll be
greeted with the so-called banter – ‘Do you still
work here?’ – and, as I mark my 20 year railway
anniversary, I have to say that, when I joined in
May 2000, the 20-something me never imagined
a mortgage, partner, and two children
dependant on her – so when you go to open
your mouth, verbally or virtually, engage your
brain first as life has a way of changing your
plans. Look, now I’m a train driver, and a 20-
something me didn’t think that was for me.
I’m hoping that, as time passes, I’ll be happy

that my kids see two parents doing the same job
and show them you can actually be anything
you set your mind to and your gender is
irrelevant if you want something enough. 
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Equality is the 
soul of liberty

Equalities: ASLEF’s
BAME, Disabled,
LGBT+, Women’s &
Young Members
committees

2           

Equality is the
soul of liberty
Frances (or Fanny)
Wright was born in
Dundee in 1795. her
father was a radical,
sympathetic to the
ideals of the French
Revolution and the
American colonists
who had fought a
war of independence
against the British
Empire.

She moved to the
United States and, in
1825, established a
Utopian commune,
Nashoba, on 640
acres by the Wolf
River a few miles
from Memphis,
Tennessee. Frances
was a feminist, a
socialist, and a vocal
advocate of
progressive causes
such as birth control,
equal rights,
universal education,
and the
emancipation of 
the slaves.

‘however novel it
may appear,’ she

argued, ‘i shall
venture the
assertion, that, until
women assume the
place in society
which good sense
and good feeling
alike assign them,
human improvement
must advance but
feebly. Equality is the
soul of liberty. There
is, in fact, no liberty
without it.’

Frances
Wright
(1795-
1852)

HE true scale of female homelessness
is likely to be significantly worse than
official records show, as women hide

to avoid being attacked. 
Women who sleep on the street are subject

to horrendous treatment, including sexual
abuse, violence, and stigmatisation – and often
feel unsafe when accessing predominantly
male homelessness services. 
Figures show female street homelessness is

rising more quickly than the overall rough
sleeping population. Welfare reforms, cuts to
local authority funding, and a lack of social
housing, as well as a shortage of refuges to
protect women fleeing domestic abuse, have

She’s no time for talking, she just 
keeps right on walking, carrying 
her home in two carrier bags

BIANCA RENNIE, 
the Women’s
Representatives’
Committee
secretary, and
District 5 rep, reports
on the growing

problem of female homelessness in
Britain and what the WRC is doing to help 

Hi, I’m Ashleigh Smart, a
driver based at Glasgow
Central, and the WRC
member for District 2 (my
email is ashleighsmart-x
@live.co.uk). The number
of women train drivers has
positively increased over

the past year. I am so
pleased to become a
member of ASLEF’s WRC to
work hard, promote, and
be involved with all the
amazing work ASLEF and
the committee do for our
members. 

all been blamed for the rise.
Homelessness services can lack appropriate

physically safe facilities and support for
women, as they are often designed on the
assumption that their target population is
overwhelmingly male. 
Survivors with multiple or complex support

needs – such as substance use, mental health
issues, trauma, or childhood abuse – are
frequently those living in precarious
circumstances. Women who are the most
disadvantaged, and have the most complex
needs, are at the greatest risk of their needs
not being met and of sleeping rough. 
The WRC has been campaigning

throughout last year and the beginning of this
year to try and raise awareness about the
problem of female homelessness. 
A motion on this matter was raised at the

TUC women’s conference and was put through
to this year’s AAD, which has been cancelled
because of the coronavirus crisis. Also, each
member of the WRC received donations from
their district to donate to a local homeless
charity to help alleviate the problem of
sleeping on the streets. 

Ashleigh: ‘More women are
becoming train drivers’

Smart thinking

T

Go your own Wray
My name is Jenny Wray and i
am a driver for TransPennine
Express. i started driving at
Manchester Piccadilly six
years ago, later transferring
to York. i joined the WRc last
year and wasn’t sure exactly
what the role would entail,
but the committee members
were welcoming and have
been helping me find my
feet. our meetings are
inspirational; hearing about
issues and successes in other
districts encourages me, and
the experience of being

involved in national
campaigns, such as
menopause in the workplace,
is really motivating. i intend
to effectively communicate
those messages down into
my district.

i hope to help fellow
members in District 4 by
providing them with
information and guidance on
issues that affect them. i aim
to be approachable and
visible (hence the orange
hair!) and i want drivers to
feel welcome and able to do

the job without
discrimination. i intend to
visit branch meetings in my
district to introduce myself
but, in the meantime, email  
me at ms.j.wray@gmail.com
if i can help with anything.

Jenny: ‘Send me an email’
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It would be fun to upset the 
apple-cart and see which way 
the apples would go a-rolling

Ross Bland, DMF
chair, District 1
I’ve been a driver at
Waterloo for seven
years, and was
previously in the
ticket office for
three. I had a
motorcycle
accident when I
was 16; clipping

the corner of a bus resulted in me
losing my left leg above the knee.
Once rehabilitated I went on to
complete my electrician’s
apprenticeship but, after a few
years, it became hard being self-
employed, so I decided to join the
railway and have never looked
back. I enjoy travelling the world,
watching movies, warm weather,
and an ice cold beer.
ross@waterloo222.org.uk

John McCue,
District 2
I have been a
member of ASLEF
for 29 years and a
driver, with no
disability, for 26.
But I found myself

waking up one morning with loss
of hearing in my right ear; after
numerous tests it was confirmed
that the hearing in my right ear
has suffered a permanent 65%
loss with no explanation why. I

now wear a hearing aid which
enables me to continue driving. 
johnmccue1970@msn.com

Paul Hutchinson,
District 4 
I have been
employed on the
railway for 32 years
now. I started in

1988 as a railman at Reading. I
worked my way up to train man D
at Old Oak Common, and passed
out as a driver in 1992. I am
currently at York working for
TransPennine Express. I look
forward to working with the other
seven districts in our aim of
improving the visibility of
members with disabilities.
paulh.66@tiscali.co.uk

Ian Starling,
District 5
I’m based at
Cambridge. I was
very interested in
the DMF role when

it came up, as I was only
diagnosed as disabled during my
career on the railway, 14 years
currently, and also as a result of
the unfortunate traumas involved
with being a driver and the
people who use it as a means to
an end. I’ve seen, first hand, the
burden of the unseen disability on
an individual and am very keen to

Following the adoption of a motion at AAD in Leeds in 2019
calling for the introduction of a Disabled Members’ Forum
the group’s inaugural meeting was held in February. The
forum has prioritised improving the visibility of members
with disabilities and will strive to create more open and
supportive workplaces. Here are the forum members:

have an active role in highlighting
this issue.
stars5@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Cokayne,
District 6
I’m a driver with
Freightliner, and
before that with
Southern. And
before that I
served in the
military. In 2017 I
competed in the
Invictus games in
Toronto, where I

did the 100 metre shotput, discus,
and powerlifting, and took part in
the 2018 British powerlifting
championship. I also take part in
the Highland Games, where I am
the current adaptive games
champion, and Britain’s strongest
disabled man competition.
steve.cokayne@sky.com

Paul Miles,
District 7 
I’m a freight driver
with DB Cargo, a
health & safety

rep, and active in my branch at
Westbury. I applied for the D7
position on the DMF because I

believe all the ASLEF committees
assist our members in their
specific challenges. A voice and a
chance to shape policy within the
railway industry appealed to me,
being a long-term sufferer of
ulcerative colitis. I look forward to
this new challenge.
Paul.Miles@deutschebahn.com

Tom Harcourt,
DMF secretary,
District 8
I’ve been a driver
on London
Underground for

15 years and have had mental
health issues for the majority of
that time, some unrealised. I
joined the DMF because I think,
although LU is okay, it could be
better by treating and identifying
mental health issues and not just
with workplace incidents.
Everyday life and problems can,
and do, affect colleagues. I will try
and highlight possible changes
for the better.
DisabilityrepD8@hotmail.com

Jeremy Evans, District 3
i am a trainee driver with DB cargo based at Peak Forest. i was, literally, about to have my
final assessment when the covid-19 crisis meant i couldn’t be in the cab with my assessor
due to social distancing restrictions. So, as you can imagine, i’m chomping at the bit to
get back in the seat and pass out! i started working for the railway back in 2012 for
National Rail Enquiries, before moving to DBc in 2014 in the customer service / control
department before applying for and being offered a job on the footplate in early 2018.
And that’s when the ‘fun’ started. i’m interested in working with ASlEF and helping other
drivers by sharing my experience after ASlEF helped me in my little battle to get the job
after a massive case of discrimination and a protracted nine month battle following my
railway medical due to an underlying (non-safety related) medical condition. i’m looking
forward to working with my ASlEF colleagues. jeremy.evans85@me.com
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I met her in a club down in old 
Soho where you drink champagne 
and it tastes just like Coca-Cola

‘Some people are trans.
Get over it!’ David, out

and about, wears the
Stonewall tee-shirt that
proclaims that message

loud and proud

DAVID JONES, Swansea
High Street branch
secretary, and chair of
ASLEF’s Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender+

Representatives’ Committee, says it’s
time to accept that trans women are
women and trans men are men

E ARE living in unprecedented times’
is a phrase I hear a lot these days;
however, I’ve been saying it for

longer than most. I can never previously
remember a time where the trades union and
wider labour movement has turned on its own. 
I refer to the massive escalation in

transphobia we have witnessed over the last
year or so. 
As an equalities activist I know that there

are sectors of society where bigotry is not only
not a surprise, but almost expected. It is so
disheartening to see those, who we think of as
allies, promoting the very bigotry that we, as a
trade union, fight so passionately against. 
One of the motions the LGBT+

Representatives’ Committee was to put before
our AAD in Cardiff last month, which was
cancelled because of the coronavirus crisis,
asked our EC to examine our relationship with
the Morning Star.
That bastion of socialist principles, which

has for the last two or three years given a
platform to an array of ‘feminist groups’ which
are actively campaigning against extending

the rights of the trans community. A platform
for those in the labour movement to campaign
against the rights of our trans members and
those in their own organisations. 
This culminated in a grotesque transphobic

cartoon in an issue of the Morning Star in
February. The editorial staff were very slow to
apologise. However, when some of the larger
unions recognised that the paper had gone
too far, and threatened to withdraw their
support, the publishers were quick to
condemn the image. 
Trans women are women and trans men

are men. It’s not so difficult to accept. 
ASLEF totally supports reform of the

Gender Recognition Act to adopt self-
identification. What a shame there are those in
the ranks of the labour movement who have
trouble supporting the human rights of their
colleagues. 
I’m a firm believer in getting your own

house in order before expecting others to
conform. I again was given to believe
‘unprecedented times’ when, in the summer of
2018, the Pride march in London was hijacked
by a group of anti-trans lesbians. Again, the
LGBT+ community turning on itself. Preaching
acceptance, and marching for equality for all,
but actually only for all in their acceptance. 
It’s often the case that, in times of massive

news, like during the current covid-19 crisis, it’s
easy to lose sight of ‘smaller’ news. And, once
again, the Trump administration in the USA is
seeking to marginalise trans men and women.
Where the president actually supports

treatment being optional for trans patients. 
I hear, every day, in these unprecedented

times, that we will emerge a little kinder to
each other. Let’s hope that that is indeed the
case. 
Let us continue to realise it’s our peers and

colleagues we rely on in times of crisis and,
yes, sometimes that includes people who are
different to us. 
We are stronger together, all of us.

OutRage! The queers 
who changed the UK

PETER TATCHELL,
who has often
spoken to ASLEF
activists, at

branches and district
councils, reflects on 30 years
of LGBT+ direct action 

UNDAY 10 May was the
30th anniversary of the
formation of the

trailblazing, feisty, queer rights
action group outRage! it was a
remarkable social movement
that mobilised the grassroots
lGBT+ community on a scale
never seen before. 

Through visual street
protests, it secured media
coverage, and raised public
awareness about the enormity
of anti-lGBT+ discrimination.
We challenged – and shamed –
homophobes everywhere and
put the government and public
institutions under pressure to
change.  

our first successful
campaign was against police
harassment of the lGBT+
community. our demand was
‘policing without prejudice’ and
we won major police reforms. 

outRage! did an average of
two non-violent direct action or

civil disobedience protests
every month. People were
willing to get arrested if need
be – and many of us were.

The protests were daring,
imaginative, and often witty,
drawing on lGBT+ traditions of
camp and theatricality. They
included the kiss-in, the wink-
in, and the turn-in to defy anti-
lGBT+ laws. We also released
condoms at the Roman catholic
cathedral in Westminster,
attempted a citizen’s arrest of
Robert Mugabe, interrupted the
Easter Sunday sermon of the
Archbishop of canterbury, and
made the first bid to overturn
the ban on same-sex marriage,
way back in 1992.  

The six month long Equality
Now! campaign in 1992 was,
probably, the most sustained
equal rights campaign by any

marginalised minority
community in the history of the
UK. Week after week, it targeted
every anti-lGBT+ law and
institution. 

outRage! had no paid staff,
and no funding, apart from
what activists and supporters
chipped in. it lasted an
astonishing 21 years. i cannot
think of any all-volunteer, direct
action, group in the world that
did so many diverse protests
over such a long period. 

l The public meeting that led
to the formation of outRage!
was called by three gay
journalists – Keith Alcorn, chris
Woods, and Simon Watney –
and was attended by about 30
lGBT+ activists at the london
lesbian and Gay centre in
Farringdon in central london. 

W

S
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Branch lines

n LEICESTER – SATURDAY 13 JUNE
Annual reunion, circumstances permitting, from 12:00 at the
Marquis of Wellington, 139 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EF.  All
welcome. ‘I can see this being a little too soon,’ says Les Muir.
‘But we have booked and will go ahead if we can.’

n TONBRIDGE – THURSDAY 9 JULY 
Southeastern reunion from 11.00 at the Royal British Legion, 26
Priory Road, Tonbridge, Kent. ‘Dig deep when the raffle comes
round as that’s what pays the bill!’ says PJ Smith. ‘And
remember, this is your reunion; use it or lose it!’

n RAINHAM – THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER
All welcome for our Southeastern reunion from 11.00 at the
Rainham Social Club, 86 Station Road, Rainham, Kent. 

n TOTON – FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER
‘Pubs and clubs will probably be the last venues to reopen after
the coronavirus crisis,’ says Reg Sergeant. ‘But, ever the optimist,
I’m hoping we can hold our reunion in five months’ time, at the
very end of October.’ From 19.30 at the Sportsman, Derby Road,
Long Eaton, Derbyshire. All current and previous Toton
colleagues and partners are cordially invited. A help yourself
buffet will be provided and a raffle run to raise funds towards
future reunions.

l These events have been planned but, in light of the
lockdown, and government advice about social distancing
during the coronavirus crisis, are subject to cancellation.

Upcoming EventsSoca warrior is honoured
ERTILLE St
Clair, the
legendary

Trinidad & Tobago
football coach, and,
more importantly to
us, the father of
Northern Line North
branch rep Garfield
St Clair, was inducted
into the Trinidad &
Tobago First Citizens’
Foundation Hall of
Fame in April.
He was the first

coach from the
English-speaking
Caribbean to take a
team to a FIFA World
Cup when, in 1991,
he led a side, which
included Dwight
Yorke, Shaka Hislop,
Jerren Nixon, and
Clayton Ince, to the
world youth
championship.
Bertille, who

taught English and
PE at Signal Hill

secondary school,
near Scarborough,
the capital of Tobago,
also coached
women’s cricket and
hockey, and
managed St Vincent
& the Grenadines in
1996.
He coached the

national side,
Trinidad & Tobago,
from 1997 to 2000
and, again, from 2004
to 2005. He was in

Bertille (right), here being inducted into the
hall of Fame, is a top man and top manager

Love conquers all
Andy Loates was
taken from us far too
soon in October last
year. A Salford lad,
born in 1974, he
joined the railway as
a trainee driver at
Manchester Victoria
in 2003. Immediately
likeable, he found his
home in the depot
straightaway, but,
more than that, in
2006 he found Claire,
working the back of
the trains, and a
closer partnership
you could not find.
That partnership
stood strong against
more than one battle
for life for, within
months Andy found
himself unable to
work, and facing a
long wait for a liver
transplant.  
‘Love Conquers

All’ was the headline
in the Salford
Advertiser, as Claire
and Andy married in

hospital, knowing
that time could well
run out for them.
ASLEF branches
around the country
showed their support
through an appeal,
and Andy never
forgot that. Even
when a match was
found, the surgeon
told Andy he’d never
drive a train again
but, with the fighting
spirit with which he
faced all his illnesses,
Andy decided
otherwise and didn’t
just return to work,
but went on to
become an
instructor.
He may have had

a fighting spirit but,
as the saying goes,
he was not so much
easy going as
horizontal. Perhaps a
fight for life makes
you value your life to
the full. There was
never a photo of him

charge at the
CONCACAF Gold Cup
in 1998 and 2000.
Premier League

players such as
Dwight Yorke (Aston
Villa, Manchester
United, and
Blackburn Rovers)
and Shaka Hislop
(Reading, Newcastle,
and West Ham) have
spoken highly of
Bertille as both a man
and a manager.

that didn’t have that
broad beaming smile,
matching the sun of
some foreign trip,
always in shorts, and,
if there wasn’t a pint
in his hand, it was
because he was
showing off an
enormous fish he’d
caught (though he
didn’t mention the
times when Claire
caught more than he
did).  
Those fishing trips

took him round the
world, to Mexico,

Cuba, Cape Verde,
Jamaica, and the
Dominican Republic.
Closer to home,
camping trips to
North Wales and the
Yorkshire Dales
brought him close to
his sons Niall and
Kane, while home life
might involve
tinkering with the
motorbikes that
spent more time in
the garage than out
on the road.   
Claire could come

home from work to
find a sheepish look
and another eBay
purchase on the

drive. A man can be
proud of his Suzuki V
Strom, but does he
really need three?
One of the

remarkable things
about Andy was how
positive he remained,
even when he knew
that cancer would
give him only a few
months. The smile,
the welcome, and the
hospitality were all
still there, and the
pride in the new
house and garden
that he would delight
in showing you
around.  
And, no matter

what his problems,
he could always find
time to listen to
yours. He would
always be there when
his mates were down;
as one colleague put
it, ‘He’d give you the
last quid in his
pocket’. Andy
remained outgoing
and upbeat to the
last. And that will be
how we all remember
him. Andy’s best
mate Derron has
written a poem
about his passing.
Dave Vaughan,
branch secretary,
Newton Heath 143

Andy: fighting spirit

Life on the line 
My heart is as heavy as the rail we travel
Bending and turning like the curves in life.
As we move up and down the road 
So do the people who come and go.
Life is like a crossing on the line.
Some people only stay for a while 
But, for you, my friend, the barriers failed 
To hold you there at a red. 
Until we meet, my friend…
Derron Grimshaw, Manchester Victoria

B
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Points and crossings

Putting the brakes 
on the coronavirus

GET bored doing the ironing and
often watch a TV documentary or
TEDx lecture to make it more

bearable. One day I thought I’d look up a great
man whose name and trident logo you’ll find
on the side of many trains, George
Westinghouse, father of the automatic train
brake. What I found furthered a join the dots
journey of discovery that has changed the way
I see the world.
Westinghouse was a decent, benevolent

man, a veteran of the US Civil War, who fought
for the Union, an engineer who built houses
for his workforce before opening his factories.
He had grave concerns about railway safety;
trains in the 1860s could not stop easily and
there were some terrible wrecks. Labour, and
life, were cheap, and trains were stopped by
the engineer blowing a whistle and the poor
brakeman running along the train on a
catwalk, from car to car, manually screwing
down the brakes. Many fell off.

FREQUENCY, ENERGY AND VIBRATION
So Westinghouse came up with an automatic
train brake which could be operated by the
engineer from his cab on every vehicle of the
train. It took a long time to be adopted but,
after many more wrecks, the railroad
companies slowly adopted it and, with further
tweaks and improvements, it became the
braking system we mostly use today.
Nikola Tesla, the Serbian-American inventor

who worked with Westinghouse to develop
the polyphase AC electricity system, said you
can think of the universe and our existence as
nothing more than frequency, energy and
vibration. This has been shown to be true by
the latest advances in quantum physics. 
So, in our terms, your Class 66 and its train

going up Hatton Bank producing copious
amounts of energy, frequency and vibration, is
nothing more than frequency, energy, and
vibration itself. Every molecule, atom, electron,
neuon, gluon, quark (the particles just keep
getting smaller and smaller) amount to
nothing more than energy and force fields.
That is the construct of your Class 66
locomotive and its train.
Its engine, fuel, generator, traction motors,

bogies, wheels, wheel bearings, driver’s seat,
and every cell in the driver’s body are just
frequency, energy and vibration. As are the
rails, the ballast, the fields, and the gambolling
lambs in them. The construct of all matter is a

vortice of energy and that is what gives the
impression of solidity.
In the same way, let’s say there’s a tornado

over Warwick Parkway, it’s only the air we
breathe going round and round very fast. Well,
open up your 66, light loco, flat out, going
down Hatton Bank. Do you think you’ll stay on
the rails and come out the other side?  
Sorry, but my late brother Geoff was a

renowned research chemist and a rail buff on
the side. I’m a train driver with a side interest in
quantum physics! 

ELLA FITZGERALD SHATTERS A GLASS
On to wheel bearings. During the 1930s Royal
Raymond Rife was contracted to the Timken
ball bearing company to build microscopes
that could optically magnify up to 30,000
times. He was well-paid by the company,
which helped fund his research into Tesla’s
ideas about frequency, energy and vibration.
You may remember Ella Fitzgerald’s voice

shattering that wine glass in the old Memorex
advert. If you apply the same frequency to
something as its own natural frequency you
can cause a destructive effect. It’s a bit like a
Freightliner coming through Banbury station
with a few wheel flats and the tiles in the
Banbury drivers’ toilet start falling on the cover
driver’s head! ‘’Ave some of that! Blimmin’
Banbury drivers! For checking me down up
Hatton while you come off the branch!’
Rife wondered if bacteria and viruses could

be shattered in the same way as the wine
glass, by frequency. Using his microscopes,
and a novel way of staining his subject matter,
with light, he could observe a pathogen being
destroyed when the right electromagnetic

frequency was found. 
On a larger scale you have the Tacoma

Narrows Bridge in Washington state that
collapsed in 1940 because a gale got it to
vibrate at its own natural frequency and it
disintegrated. Everything, from the earth, to
bridges, to bogies that hunt, to pathogens and
sub-atomic particles, have their own natural
frequency and, when you match that
frequency, there is an effect.

AS TRAIN DRIVERS WE’RE CONNECTED
As a train driver at Banbury depot I am a small
part of a powerful force of 21,000 train drivers
in the UK and we are connected to all the train
drivers in the world by brotherhood and our
Facebook groups. Connected together with
George Westinghouse, Nikola Tesla, Royal
Raymond Rife, and all the others.
Chaps and Tackle! What a brilliant name for

a prostate cancer awareness charity! They gave
us a talk at AAD in Bristol in 2017 and some of
the more vintage drivers had a PSA test. Mine
was fine but, six months later, it had doubled. I
wasn’t having a good time and, as a result,
passengers who wanted to get off at
Haddenham & Thame Parkway didn’t! Others
had to wait while I stopped on double yellows
at Gerrards Cross for a wee that took forever!
How did I fix this? Well, my DSM got me time
out working on the biggest waste of time ever,
European Train Driver Licensing! After a
stressful period, my PSA score went back to
what it should have been. In a nutshell, what
you worry about is what you could get! Fear
and stress are a big factor on our health.
Tosh McDonald once wondered at AAD:

‘How has a man that has a name the same as
something that comes out of your arse
become President of the USA?’ Because we
listen to buffoons! Shot of Jeyes fluid, anyone?
None of us wants to end up driving that nice
silver train to The Hunger Games and meet him
as President Snow, do we…

TERRY TUITE, Banbury, roams around the railway
with George Westinghouse, Nikola Tesla, Royal
Raymond Rife, quantum physics, and Class 66 locos
on Hatton Bank. It’s quite a ride…

in 1869 George Westinghouse
invented the automatic braking
system we still use today; Ella
Fitzgerald memorably promoted
Memorex cassettes; and a
Freightliner class 66 loco at
Banbury station

I
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JACK RIDGWAY HE FIRED FOR ANDY CAPP
T IS my sad duty to
report the passing of
Brother Jack Ridgway,

another of our gang of 150 who
oversaw the closure of Longsight
BOP at 23.59 on 23 July 1994. Jack,
who left us at the age of 86, was
the elder of the Ridgway twins,
but, as his late brother Brian liked
to say, those few minutes could
make a big difference if there was
a spare Sunday on offer. Jack’s
funeral was on Monday 24
February, and both Newton Heath
and Longsight depots were well
represented.
The twins began their careers

with British Railways (Eastern
Region) as cleaners at the old
Ardwick carriage sidings in 1948.
Too young for the footplate at
Gorton, they both eventually
arrived at 26A Newton Heath.
Jack then exchanged working

north, east, and west from
Manchester Victoria for a position
at Longsight where, with the aid
of a pantograph on the roof, he
headed south out of Manchester
Piccadilly for Birmingham and
Euston. When Longsight closed,
he opted for Inter City West Coast.
He retired in 1998, not many
chains from where he started, and
not many weeks from completing
50 years’ service.
Both Jack and his widow Beryl

were from the Levenshulme and
Longsight suburbs of south
Manchester. They were married for
65 years. He is also survived by his
son Wayne, his daughter Martine,
and his granddaughter Danielle.
Apologies to Eagles fans but, if

Mark Hughes of Manchester
United had not equalised in the

1990 FA Cup final against Crystal
Palace, and supplied me with a
ticket for the replay, then I would
not have ridden the 22.00 return
special from Wembley Central
with Brother Brian. During the
journey north, he told me ‘our kid’
had been famous back in 1959,
and I should ask him why when
next I saw him.
Even though I’d known about

the Andy Capp Special for 30
years, I had never known the train
crew. But suddenly I was sitting in
the mess room at Longsight next
to the fireman. Jack confirmed it

was Bank Holiday Monday 3
August 1959 (it was earlier in
those days) and his driver of the
nine coach special was Albert
Eccles. They worked it out and
back. The engine was Compound
41101, borrowed from Lancaster
Green Ayre depot, and had been
fitted with a chime whistle
borrowed from a Clan locomotive
in the works at Crewe.
The run apparently caused

some concern with BR
management and, on returning to
Newton Heath, a withdrawal
notice was issued and 41101 was

taken back to the place of its birth
in 1925, Derby works, for
scrapping. It was claimed that the
application of red, yellow, and
white paint to a locomotive
owned by British Railways
amounted to disfigurement. The
Daily Mirror attempted to buy it,
but without success.
We said farewell to Jack as

Celine Dion sang My Heart Will Go
On. He may not have stoked the
Titanic but, for 60 years, Jack had
been able to say, ‘I fired the Andy
Capp Special’.
Mel Thorley, RMS Longsight

A 0 gauge model of the Mirror’s Andy capp Special (top);
the real thing in full steam (above); Jack (left) and his twin
Brian; and Jack on the footplate of the special (above left)

I

TAM McQUADE A GUID CELTIC MAN WITH A BIT OF BANTER FOR THE OTHER TEAM
Brother Tam McQuade, train driver, Edinburgh No 2 branch, and fellow worker on LNER, was a guy I only knew for just over
two years. And what a guy he was!

Being branch secretary, it’s never a good time to report on any death within the branch, but, given the circumstances due
to this coronavirus, after a very short but traumatic time in hospital, it isn’t very easy at all. A massive thanks must go to the
NHS for the treatment he received during his time in hospital. Thanks also to the Just Giving website which allowed us jointly
in Edinburgh with LNER management to set up a fundraiser for Tam’s partner Sharon and daughter Melissa.

Tam was a very travelled, well-liked, and well-respected driver of freight and passenger services by all who knew him
during his time in Glasgow, in Motherwell, and then in Edinburgh, and this was reflected in the Just Giving page with
messages from near and far, from many TOCs and FOCs throughout the UK, and also reflected by the emails to our branch
with messages of sympathy and support.

Tam was a very proud supporter of the SNP and, dare I say, a strong supporter of independence, and he took part in many
a march for what he believed in, with his family and friends, and with several ASLEF members who will, I’m sure, share fond
memories of these gatherings.

A proud partner and father, and ‘guid Celtic man’, who always had a bit of banter with ‘the other team’, as he said. Our
thoughts and deepest sympathy go out to his immediate family and friends. RIP my friend, forever remembered, you’ll never
be forgotten.
Rab Wicksted, Edinburgh No 2 branch secretary
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JOHNNY BRISLEY BEST MAN FIRED THE HONEYMOON EXPRESS
T IS with great sadness
that I report the passing
of ex-Newton Abbot,

Launceston, and Bristol Bath Road
driver Johnny Brisley on Friday 10
January. He was almost 87.
Johnny was a Western man,

starting his railway career just
after the Second World War as an
engine cleaner at Newton Abbot.
During his time there he began
covering firing turns on the
Kingsbridge branch. It was during
the late 1940s and early 1950s
that Johnny, like many young men
at the time, was called away to do
national service. He served his
time in the Railway Transportation
Department at Longmoor in
Hampshire. 
On his return he was promoted

to fireman and started his new job
at Launceston in Cornwall. He
remained at Launceston until it
closed under the savage Beeching
cuts in 1963. 
He moved to the new Bristol

Bath Road diesel depot where he
was promoted to relief driver, but,
because of all the cuts and
closures of lines and depots
during the Beeching era, Johnny
didn’t actually get promoted to

driver until March 1983.
Johnny’s claim to fame comes

from retired ex-Westbury guard
Stan Tout. Johnny was Stan’s best
man at his wedding during his
time at Launceston. The wedding
was at 11:20 on a Saturday. Rather
than take the day off, Johnny
performed his duty and, after the
reception, returned home, got
changed into his overalls, and
then fired the honeymoon
express from Launceston to
Exeter!
You could always tell Johnny as

he always wore his steam overalls,
right into the diesel era, and up
until the day he retired. Johnny
also collected rail tickets and was
always very pleased when anyone
donated to his huge collection. 
Johnny finally retired in 1998,

just after privatisation, and the
Bath Road depot split, after 50
years in the railway industry.
Bernard Kennedy, Bristol 036
branch secretary

LAST JOURNEYS
I write after the deaths of
several of our old boys:

RoN MATThEWS, 89,
was on the LDC at Old Oak
Common and Paddington.
He was a complete
gentleman, he did his
negotiations with respect
and honesty, but found the
privatised railways devoid
of the old respect and
passed the LDC baton on to
me. 

hoWARD REESwas
another fine LDC rep at Old
Oak Common. His
masterpiece was to carry a
camera with him to supply
the evidence at meetings.
He was in front of the curve
and respected by all of us at
OOC. 

BoB WAlTERS, 91, was
a foreman at Old Oak
Common in the time I was
there. All the foremen were
characters and Bob was
famed for slamming the
phone down when we
phoned in sick, but was still
loved by all. 

GARFiElD QUiNN, 92,
was liked by everyone who
knew him.
May they all rest in

peace in the top link in the
sky.
Bob Morse, retired,
Paddington 155 branch

BOB BOARDMAN FOLLOWING THE BLUEBIRDS WITH HIS SON  
I write to inform you of the passing of Brother Robert Boardman at the age of 64. Bob joined British Rail in
February 1992 as a wagon examiner at Aberthaw. He went on to Cardiff Tidal when the wagon examiners’
and shunters’ jobs were combined. He joined ASLEF in May 1999, after passing out as a driver, and moved
to Newport, finishing his career at Newport Alexandra Docks Junction. He is survived by two grown up
children, Rachel and Carl.  
Bob enjoyed fishing, and an occasional flutter on the horses, and enjoyed taking the young Carl to

Ninian Park to watch the Bluebirds – Cardiff City. Bob will be sorely missed by the boys at AD and we were
all heartbroken that we were unable to attend his funeral, due to the strict gathering restrictions imposed
because of the current coronavirus pandemic. Our condolences to Bob’s family during this sad time.
Robin Rowlands, Newport 140 branch secretary

Johnny had an enormous
collection of railway tickets

I

RASHEED ‘GAFFER’ REHAN
A REAL PEOPLE PERSON
Our Brother, friend,
and colleague
Rasheed Rehan has
died after a tragic
accident. Lovingly
known as Gaffer, his
sudden passing has
left all who knew
him in deep shock.
Gaffer was on the

railway for more
than 35 years,
starting as a guard,
and working his way
up to train driver
working out of
Birmingham New
Street.
He would always

light up the room,
he was a real people
person. He would

always say ‘Hello’, tell
a joke, and have a
laugh.
Gaffer was an

avid photographer
and has left behind a
mountain of photos
and memories for
his family and
friends to treasure.
His daughter says

he would joke that
he was ‘Going to
work for a rest!’ He
leaves behind a
loving wife, four
daughters, and eight
grandchildren. Rest
in peace, Gaffer.
Debbie Insull,
Birmingham New
Street 141

Gaffer lit up a room

RANDOLPH
MARTENSTYNE
christopher Randolph Martenstyne
died on Monday 4 May, they think
from covid-19. he was on the job from
1970 till 1993 and a member of
leytonstone branch.
Steve Walker, Lillie Bridge 253

Questions? Answers!
There are so many questions
around this coronavirus crisis.
Why were we so slow starting up
the lockdown? Why was there
initially no testing? Why did we
not reach the 100,000 testing
figure (except once, curiously and
coincidentally, or not, on the day
Matt Hancock had promised to
deliver). Why did so many other
countries – such as Australia, New
Zealand, South Korea, and even
Greece, which a few years back
could not feed its citizens – do a
much better job of protecting
their people? And watching Matt
Hancock, trying to explain his
next move, when I don’t think he
has any idea what to do…

Hughie Connolly, Gallowgate,
Glasgow, RMS King’s Cross
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letters

BRITISH RAIL TRAIN
CREW MANUALS 33056
SERIES WANTED for my
personal collection.
Good price paid for all
wanted manuals. email
Tony Middleton, GBRf

driver, at D428@me.com

No, not for the status quo, but for change. A
change that the Labour Party and the Scottish
Labour Party put in the 2019 manifesto, a
vision to create a fairer society, redistribution
of wealth, an ending of food banks and
homelessness, public ownership of rail, mail,
water, gas and electricity, to name a few
policies. Sadly, people like Bro Burns chose not
to support that agenda. So we are left with a
further five years of anti-trade union Tory
government.
When and if there is another referendum

then I expect all those entitled to vote to
assess what the options on the table are and
vote accordingly. That’s democracy!
Kevin Lindsay, District 2 Organiser

Face masks for front line
workers to beat covid-19
We are a group of doctors and scientists
advocating for the public to wear cloth face
masks or coverings to reduce the
transmission of coronavirus. There is now
clear evidence that wearing face coverings
reduces the spread of the virus to other
people. We are writing to all the big unions,
and ASlEF in particular, as your members
are key workers in the front line.

Despite the massive weight of evidence,
the UK government is still prevaricating. on
28 April, the Scottish government decided it
couldn’t wait any longer and announced a
policy of encouraging the public in Scotland
to wear face masks. 82% of countries,
including all those that have the virus under
control, are using face masks.

Your members are at risk because of
government complacency. ASlEF members
are likely to be receiving high doses of
coronavirus passed onto them by the
public. Front line workers with more
exposure to the virus are far more likely to
have serious or even fatal effects from the
disease. Face masks, including home-made
masks, reduce the amount of the virus
passed on from one person to another by

catching most, if not all, of the virus.
Please help us stop coronavirus killing

people right now. We are asking you to
lobby the train companies where your
members work to make wearing face masks
mandatory in the workplace. We are also
asking that all union officials and officers
start to wear masks to protect each other
and set an example. 

We need to use every weapon we’ve got
in the fight against this deadly virus, and
this is the simplest and most effective
weapon we have in our arsenal.
Dr Helen Davidson, Professor Martin
Yuille, Dr Charles Tannock, Dr Finola
O’Neill, and Dr Jonathan Fluxman, on
behalf of masks4All

We need sanitiser in cabs
Please consider, as a matter of urgency,
putting pressure on all TOCs to have alcohol
sanitiser in all cabs. I’m sure we can figure a
way to dodge the ’no alcohol’ policy in this
instance. For guards dealing with money, it’s
about as germ-infested as it can get. 
Paul Soane, Manchester Piccadilly

Supporting train drivers
The Worshipful company of carmen
supports all front line workers who drive
essential goods around the UK as well as
the bus and train drivers who continue to
carry our essential workers to and from
their places of work during the covid-19
pandemic.

We were established more than 500
years ago to license vehicles designed for
the carriage of goods into the city of
london. in common with all city livery
companies, the carmen have a long
tradition of helping those in need. 

colonel Simon Bennett – the company’s
current master – takes pride in supporting
the people who are keeping the UK moving
in difficult circumstances. ‘We support the
bus and train drivers who take people to

At one time i was
considering leaving
ASlEF because it seemed
like i was paying for a
very expensive
diary. Good job i didn’t
leave, because you don’t
know what is over the
horizon, what life is about
to throw at you.

ASlEF, in the form of
Nick Whitehead, was
there when i needed the
union most. Nick fought
on my behalf and had

meeting after meeting
with my employer and,

Independence, democracy,
and the union – setting the 
record straight, Bro Burns
As a district organiser I never write or respond
to letters in our Journal. I’ve always thought
the letters page should be for members to air
any issues they feel appropriate but, on this
occasion, I’ve decided to respond to the latest
letter from Bro Tom Burns, Perth branch, in the
April issue.
Bro Burns is a proud unionist and that is his

right; he’s entitled to his opinion. But his letter
was inaccurate and, frankly, makes some
ridiculous claims. 
I have never said or written anywhere

about handing power over holding an
independence referendum to any political
party. I do believe that Westminster should
transfer that right to Holyrood. The Scottish
people in successive elections have returned
the SNP as the majority party. The issue of
Scottish independence is not going away. But
supporting the right of the Scottish parliament
to decide if it wants to hold an independence
referendum is not the same as supporting
independence. 
Bro Burns claims to be a democrat, but

never voted in the last election, and wants to
deny the democratically elected Scottish
parliament the right to make a decision on
calling another referendum. At present, the
Scottish parliament is made up of political
parties which don’t support independence or
another referendum.
The Labour Party and the trade union

movement have always been democratic and,
if the people of Scotland support the transfer
of powers to the Scottish parliament, then it’s
only appropriate that the movement does
likewise. 
Whilst I’ve been a Labour Party member for

longer than I can remember, I don’t set policy
for the party, and I’m not a spokesman for the
party. So for Bro Burns to insinuate that my
own opinion of further devolved powers to
the Scottish parliament is Scottish Labour
Party policy is laughable. Further, Bro Burns’
attempt to lay the blame for Labour’s election
failures at my feet – and others who believe in
further devolved powers – is just plain wrong.
Labour lost successive elections in Scotland
and at the UK level because trade union
members like Bro Burns failed to vote for them.
The 2014 referendum gave us a result of

Scotland remaining as part of the UK. I voted

i thought i was paying for a very expensive diary
but Nick Whitehead saved my job and my career

‘Nick fought on my behalf’

finally, i was reinstated
with immediate effect –
including full back pay.

i now call Nick a true
friend and ASlEF
members are my brothers
and sisters. The
membership may seem
expensive but, believe
me, without ASlEF and
Nick, the price would have
been a lot higher. Thank
you, Nick!
Tony Scruton, Northern,
Leeds 
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classified Advertisements

To place an advertisement please phone
020 7324 2400 or send an email to

journal@aslef.org.uk

PERTH branch badge to
commemorate 110 years (1908-
2018). £6 plus £1 p&p. Cheques
payable to Perth branch ASLEF No
134 General. Please contact branch

secretary Grant Murchie for details on 07412
453454 or grantmu32@btinternet.com 

AIRDRIE has produced a badge to
commemorate its reopening as a
separate branch. £6.50 inc p&p. Please
contact branch chair Ivan Wilson
(07949 862393) for details.

PROFESSIONAL ENGRAVING at
sensible prices. I can engrave  anything
you wish, such as the ASLEF logo on
the pint tankard. Contact Paul Potts by

email at ppotts1969@hotmail.co.uk 

HANDMADEminiature
driver’s keys to wear as a charm
or round the neck. Solid silver
and solid 9ct gold weighing

approximately 7 grams. Just over 2cm in length
and just under 2cm width. Gold £300, silver £100 +
£7 p&p recorded delivery. Contact Brad McCarthy
on 07929 350146.

BUXTON & PEAK FOREST 125
years limited edition badge 1892-
2017. £6 plus £1 p&p from branch
secretary Paul Costello; email

themateys@sky.com

Come and join the conversation! Send letters by email to
journal@aslef.org.uk or by Royal Mail to the ASLEF Journal
at 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

THE KING’S CROSS STORY
by Peter Darley (The History
Press, £20) as featured on the
centre pages of the January
Journal. Buy it direct from the

Camden Railway Heritage Trust at a discounted
price of £15 inc p&p; email Darleyp@aol.com or
phone 020 7586 6632 for details. ‘All income from
sales goes to the trust,’ says Peter.

FINAL RUN by
Gareth Tomkins.
Painting in acrylics
to mark the last run
of the HST on
western region. High

quality giclée prints using archival inks on fine art
paper available at £50 plus p&p. Unframed.
Overall size 20x16in; image size 18x14in with
1in white border. Delivered in strong cardboard
tube. To order email me at goingloco@sky.com.
Payment accepted via PayPal.

GROVE PARK branch 50th
anniversary badge. £6.50 inc p&p.
Contact branch secretary Ray Garland
07931 612615 or rgarland1@sky.com

NORWOOD depot special pin badges
including Cowden 25th anniversary.
£3 each or £5 the pair (inc p&p).
Proceeds to Norwood Drivers’ Social
Club. Email Stuart Boxall at
stuboxall@gmail.com

CASH paid for original pre 90s
railway photographic slides or
negatives. Please contact GBRf

Tonbridge driver (and railwayana collector) John
Waddington at johnwaddo@yahoo.com

and from work – as we see them regularly.
however, the drivers of lorries and trucks
that carry essential supplies for the NhS
and food to where it is needed are also in
great need of encouragement.’
Julian Litchfield, clerk to the Carmen,
Plaisterers’ Hall, 1 London Wall, London

Johnson is no Churchill
I was born at the outbreak of World War Two in
1939 and the first words I can remember my
father saying were ‘It’s OK, it’s one of ours’,
meaning the plane flying overhead. If I had
been born today, the first words I would know
would be Brexit, coronavirus, furloughed,
streaming, and incompetence. If this lot
running the country today had been in charge
then we would now all be speaking German or
we would all be dead!
Dave Darwin, Chesterfield RMS

This could save the NHS
The NhS is going to be the target for the
legal profession and claim companies when
the pandemic reduces. Some claim
companies are advertising their wares on
Tv now. litigation could be very expensive
for the NhS even though they have some
insurance cover. There used to be a law
which gave the NhS freedom from
litigation, but that was removed by the
Tories.

i am considering starting a petition to
parliament requesting that a new law is
enacted to prevent any further litigation
against the NhS. if such a petition got a
reasonable level of support the
government would have great difficulty in
resisting the demand, and would be
fertilizer with the public if it did so. And it
would test their hypocritical parrot-like
statement of ‘Save the NhS’.

i was a railwayman for 40 years, and
member of the TSSA, meeting ASlE&F
stalwarts throughout the country including
Ray Buckton and lew Adams.
David McKeever

The Butcher and that baby
I don’t believe it! Serial impregnator Butcher
Johnson has added to his brood. How on earth
will he keep track as the brood gets bigger?
Then I see fawning congratulations on BBC
news from the leader of the loyal opposition.
Johnson and his government are responsible
for thousands of deaths including key workers
such as doctors, nurses, care workers and
residents, transport workers, postal workers,
street cleaners, and shop workers. Speak out
against this, it’s your job, Keir Starmer. 
Councillor Tosh McDonald, Doncaster

Mick – it’s a big thank you
I have retired. I first met Mick Whelan at the
summer school in Scarborough in 1996. And
never once thought anyone in our class
would ever be general secretary. Wow! It has
been an absolute pleasure being a local rep
under your leadership, Mick. I have been a
local rep for over 29 years and been proud to
represent our strong union, and may it get
stronger. It’s a big thank you, mate, keep up
the good work and traditions of our great
union. And many thanks for your friendship
and support.
Paul Mason, RMS Leytonstone 118

ASLEF’s email updates
Thank you for the support and for looking
after all brothers and sisters in all rail
unions. Thank you for the update, these
things bring assurance we aren’t left at the
coal face alone. 
Russell Joy-Young, Marylebone

Will I have a job next year?
Thanks Mick, for the email updates. As a driver
for a FOC I worry about having a job next year.
Mark Stevens

Two down and four across
Hi ASLEF Journal. I won last month’s prize
crossword. The only competition I’ve won
since the Butlins knobbly knees contest in
1984. Please can I have my M&S vouchers as
they haven’t arrived yet and I won’t fully feel
I’ve won until my prize is received. 
Nick Holman, Sutton

The vouchers are on their way, Nick. Sorry
for the delay. it’s the difficulty of working
from home.

Politicians are post turtles
This is the best definition of a politician I’ve
heard and it’s particularly appropriate right
now, especially in NY state and NYC, because
the AH quotient is quite high.
An old rancher is discussing politicians. He

says most politicians are ‘post turtles’.  His
friend asks, ‘What’s a post turtle?’ And the old
rancher explains, ‘When you’re driving down a
country road and you cross a fence post with
a turtle balanced on top, that’s a post turtle’.
His friend looks puzzled, so the old rancher

adds, ‘You know he didn’t get up there by
himself; he doesn’t belong up there; he
doesn’t know what to do while he’s up there;
he’s elevated beyond his ability to function;
and you wonder what kind of dumb arse put
him up there to begin with’.
Laurie Morison, New York
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last Word

HE coffin lid creaks open, casting ill-
defined shadows over the darkened
room. Beyond the heavy curtains,

black skies threaten. The air is fetid. 
A figure emerges from the casket, indistinct

in the gloom. It hobbles across the room,
where it halts; then it inches open the door
and its dead pitch eyes scan the room beyond. 
A gaggle of Conservative MPs stand,

waiting, cross-legged and anxious. 
‘Good afternoon, Dominic,’ says one. ‘Did

you enjoy your nap?’
Dominic Cummings’s forehead creases.

Puzzled, he mutters the word to himself,
‘Enjoy? Enjoy...’ He mulls over the word. It
means nothing to him. 
‘Update!’ he barks. 
‘It seems that there is no flattening of the

coronavirus numbers…’
‘Who told you that?’
Civil servants fall back a yard in perfect

synchrony. Each points a finger at the next
official. The one at the end croaks, ‘Chief
Medical Officer.’
The Dom sneers. ‘What does he know

about medicine?’

THAT IS THE MESSAGE I WANT OUT
Then he walks toward the window; but the
light stings his eyes. 
‘I have spoken to the world expert. He tells

me numbers are falling. That is the message I
want out.’
There is some clearing of throats. Then,

quietly, ‘When you say ‘the world expert’, you
mean…?’
The Dom nods. ‘Donald Trump.’
A gaggle of sycophants follows his progress

to his official vehicle, a converted hearse. Late
each afternoon Dominic Cummings is obliged
to brief the media at the Palace of
Westminster, a spire-infested Gothic building
on the Thames. It’s not a task to which he
warms. He doesn’t like journalists. Actually, he
doesn’t much like any human beings. 
Huddled in the back of the government

limo he casts aside his copy of The Prince by
Niccolò Machiavelli in favour of Alastair
Campbell’s memoirs. He prefers bullying to
manipulation. Why bother persuading
someone to your point of view if you can kick
them in the balls to get them there?
In the lobby of the Palace, newsgatherers,

protective garlic in their back pockets, flock
like lambs towards him. He stares at them,

friendly as a deadly virus. 
‘The plan is succeeding,’ he spits. ‘100%’. 
He turns to leave, but one of the journalists

risks a question. ‘What is the plan?’
The Dom glares. ‘The plan is the thing that’s

working.’
The scribbler from The Sun, a usually

reliable toady, pipes up. 
‘Is it true that masks, gowns, gloves and

respirators have been sold by private
companies to other countries while the NHS
has a chronic shortage?’
The Dom pretends to consider this

presumption. 
‘Precautions will continue until such time as

we can be certain that the number of deaths
has fallen, stabilised or not,’ he says. 

THAT’S NOT THE QUESTION I ASKED
The Times wants to know if home testing kits
are still unavailable. 
The Dom says the Prime Minister was

admitted to St Thomas’s Hospital in central
London on 5 April and spent a week there,
including three nights in intensive care. He
looks with pleasure at the open mouths before
him. He is attracted to their silence. 
‘Did you say at the Conservative Party

conference in 2017…’ the hack consults his
notes, ‘that Tory MPs largely do not care about
poorer people and they certainly don’t care
about the NHS?’
Dom ruminates. Then he says, ‘37,076. More

or less. But unconfirmed.’
‘Do you take home more than £95,000 a

year for devising the government’s media
strategy and briefing journalists on behalf of
Boris Johnson?’
‘The exchange rate with the US dollar is

approximately 1.24.’
‘Did you say it’s government policy to

‘protect the economy and if that means some
pensioners die, too bad’?’
‘Negotiations continue over Britain’s Brexit

position.’
A worm from the Daily Mirror asks if he,

Dom, attends the meetings of the Scientific
Advisory Group for Emergencies.
‘No. Definitely not.’
‘We have photographs of you going into

the meeting on 23 March.’
‘In that case, yes, I definitely do.’
‘But isn’t it supposed to be independent?

Shouldn’t science advice be free of any
political bias?’

Dominic Cummings eye-balls him before
saying, firmly, ‘Weak chlorine solution can be
used to disinfect hands when there is no
alcohol-based hand rub or soap.’ 
Exasperated, the journalist bursts out,

‘That’s not the question I asked.’
The Dom snarls. ‘Is it my fault if you ask the

wrong questions?’
He’s spent enough time briefing journalists

for one day. He’s a busy man. He’s keen to sack
a few thousand civil servants before supper.
It’s time for the big ending the Disruptor, as he
likes to be known, has been drumming into
government ministers for weeks.
‘I want to stress the admiration we all feel

for the brave and dedicated nursing, caring,
transport, delivery and food processors who
have worked so selflessly for our common
good.’ He pauses, stifles a yawn, and continues.
‘They do a marvellous job and we respect and
admire each and every one.’
‘So will you be reviewing the 1% cap on

government workers’ salaries?’

THE DOM FEELS A SMILE COMING ON
For the first time in years, Dom feels a smile
coming on. He certainly is thinking of
reviewing it and has been for some time. Do
they really need a whole 1%? Some of them
have already been given a badge…
He thinks of the tranquility of his family’s

North Lodge Farm, where he likes to hang,
sometimes from the rafters with the bats, at
weekends. It’s been greatly improved by the
£235,000 it has received from EU farming
subsidies. 
Back in Downing Street, he retires to his

private quarters, makes sure all the blinds are
drawn, and slips back into his coffin. He lowers
the lid. It bangs down tight, showing the
single word inscribed on the top: ‘Truth’. 
It, and Dom, are snoozing. 

A shadow fell across the land
CHRIS PROCTOR worked for the Communication Workers Union, then
ASLEF, helping first Keith Norman and then Mick Whelan put the
Journal together each month, and handling press and PR for the union.
He has also written for The Guardian, The Times, the New Statesman
and Tribune and now writes the warm and witty ‘And Finally’ column
for the NUJ’s magazine The Journalist. Here he imagines the work of

Dominic Cummings, Boris Johnson’s spin doctor, a man who styles himself, like a
Marvel Comics villain, as The Great Disruptor, during the coronavirus crisis

T

Dominic cummings says he’s the Great Disruptor
but his staff say he’s more like Doctor Strange
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on Track

have you been sacked, or are in trouble at work, and cannot get hold of
your branch secretary, local representative or District organiser in an
emergency? call our industrial relations department on 020 7324 2400
(9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday or 9am to 4pm on Friday) or leave a
message on the answer service, or email info@aslef.org.uk with a subject
heading of ‘For the attention of the
industrial relations dept’.

ASLEF’s legal services

changed your address? Please let us know! Just fill in this form

Name.....................................................................................................................................................

Address.................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ...................................................Telephone.....................................................................

Branch.........................................................................Membership No.........................................

Please return coupon to: ASLEF, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN

Solution to crossword 169
Across: 1 Consultation 7 Route 8 Lads 10 Noise
11 Units 13 Favour 15 Trails 17 Notes 18 Curve
19 Nape 21 Shape 22 Photographer
Down: 1 Corruption 2 Nautical 3 Utensil 4 Tariff
5 Tile 6 Odd 9 Sportswear 12 Footpath 
14 Amnesia 16 Sarong 18 Cent 20 Ash

Congratulations to Steve
harrison, of Bridport,Dorset,
who was last month’s winner.
The winner of this month’s Prize
Crossword will receive Marks &
Spencer vouchers to the value of £25

Name......................................................................

Address..................................................................

..................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

...................................................................................

Postcode................................................................

If you successfully complete this month’s Prize Crossword please send the solution by post to
the Editor, ASLEF Journal, 77 St John Street, Clerkenwell, London, EC1M 4NN (or take a photo on
your mobile phone of the grid and send the image to journal@aslef.org.uk) by Friday 12 June

Prize crossword Across
3 Private instructor
6 Leopard-like animal 
7 Big bunny 
8 Cap peak which
shades the eyes 
9 Boil down to
reduce the volume 
12 Texas farm
14High-pitched 
bird sound 
15 Jersey or jumper 
18 Sales promotion 
19 Last meal of 
the day 
20 Filthy living
conditions
21 Cavalry weapon

Down
1Of private concern
2 Laundry stiffener 
3 Ceremonial chair
4 A column of facts 
5 Surprise attacks
6 Conceal
information (5,2) 
10 Steel emery 
board (4,4) 
11 Ruling sovereign
13 Reluctant 
14 Spring bulb 
16 Customary
17 Long-spiked
cottage garden plant

l You can see more of Tom Williams’s
crosswords, word games and puzzles at
wordgames.co.uk

crossword 170 by Tom Williams

Talking in
Mandarin

ORD Armstrong of Ilminster,
who died in April at 93, was
the Whitehall mandarin who

served three Prime Ministers – Edward
Heath, Harold Wilson and Margaret
Thatcher – but will be remembered 
for a phrase he deployed in an
Australian court.
Sir Robert, as cabinet secretary, was

dispatched Down Under in 1986 in an
abortive attempt by the British
government to prevent the
publication in Australia of Spycatcher
by Peter Wright, a former agent of MI5.
The book, banned in Britain, accused

the Security
Service of
Machiavellian
machinations,
including murder,
and political
skulduggery
amounting to
treason. Arguing

that the book should be banned was
to admit, implicitly, that the
allegations were true.
This usually suave Sir Humphrey

was given a torrid time by Malcolm
Turnbull, a pugnacious Aussie lawyer,
who would later become Prime
Minister, and a judge who was less
than impressed when he admitted he
had been ‘economical with the truth’:

MT: That letter contains a lie, does it
not?
RA: It contains a misleading
impression.
MT:Which you knew to be
misleading?
RA:Of course.
MT: So it contains a lie?
RA: It is a misleading impression.
MT:What is the difference between a
misleading impression and a lie?
RA:You are as good at English as I am.
MT: I am just trying to understand.
RA: A lie is a straight untruth.
MT:What is a misleading impression –
a sort of bent untruth?
RA: As one person said it is, perhaps,
being economical with the truth.

The phrase, which immediately
entered the popular lexicon, was not
Armstrong’s own. He lifted it from
Edmund Burke, the conservative
philosopher, who first coined the
expression back in 1796.

Keith Richmond

L

Sir Robert:
economical avec
l’actualité




